
A Blessed New Year to All
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) Board
of Directors wishes each of our readers a blessed New Year.
Through our Savior, we are offered a new beginning each
and every day — an opportunity to serve and glorify our
Lord. May you find new hope in each moment you are
given, to bring you a clear understanding of His truth and to
share it with all people.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3).

God’s blessings to you through this New Year!

LWML President Debbie Larson and the Board of Directors

LWML Hosting a Meet and Greet at Concordia Seminary St. Louis

The women of Concordia Seminary St. Louis have been invited to join the LWML for a
“Meet and Greet the LWML President” at 6 p.m. on January 11, 2022, in the LWML
Connections Center in the lower level of Loeber Hall, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. This
will be a short 45-minute get-together to share a devotion and discussion with LWML
President Debbie Larson. LWML looks forward to sharing this time with the women on
campus. Fresh hot baked cookies and hot chocolate will be provided, which have become
a welcome treat on campus.

LWML Leading Sessions at Making
Disciples for Life Conference
LCMS is hosting another Making Disciples for Life
Conference: The Rock in Shifting Sands. It will be held in St.
Louis, Missouri, January 10–12, 2022. This is an opportunity
for laypeople, pastors, and church workers to discuss what
is different and what is the same as we confess to the world
the certainty found in the Gospel of Christ Jesus.

LWML will present two sessions. The first session will focus
on one section of the Bible study authored by Rev. John
Heckmann entitled, Focus Lost … Focus Restored. LWML



will facilitate discussion on one of the 14 biblical
personalities highlighted in the study. Attendees will receive
a copy of the entire study and learn from examples of times
when these people lost their focus and when their focus was
restored by God.

The second session will be a round table discussion on how
to help people with special needs and abilities feel at home
in their local church family. This includes helping all family
(church) members understand, accept, and make welcome
those that have special needs. Participants will join in
discussion and share reflections and ideas as we grow
together as one body in Christ.

Committee in Focus — LWML’s Church
Workers in Mission
Each month, LWML brings readers insight into one of the
national committees. The 2021-2023 Church Workers in
Mission (CWIM) Committee’s purpose statement reads:
Engage all pastors and church workers and build
relationships as we partner in spreading the Gospel; and
provide LWML resources and support to involve and
connect all LCMS rostered workers.

The committee’s goal is to offer helpful resources to the
women of the LCMS to reach out and care for church
workers in a variety of formats. It is important that church
workers know they are appreciated, whether they are newly
called church workers or have been serving for many years.

The committee consists of three members: Nancy Heredia,
Chairman, Pacific Southwest District; Sylvia Bean, Rocky
Mountain District; and Tami Ulland, North Dakota District.
They praise God for the dedication of LCMS church workers
sharing His love with those around them. The committee
supports and encourages local LWML groups to partner with
pastors, deaconesses, Directors of Christian Education,
teachers, and especially with newly called church workers.

There are many doctrinally reviewed resources on the
LWML Church Workers in Mission webpage that will help
to encourage church workers in the districts, zones, and
congregations. The committee chose a Bible verse to guide
their work — And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
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evangelists, the shepherds, and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ (Ephesians 4:11-12). 

LWML President Larson Rides
 Lutheran Hour Float — Jesus Teaches
Under the theme of “Dream. Believe. Achieve.”, the 2022 Tournament of Roses Parade
took place on New Year’s Day in Pasadena, California. The Lutheran Hour Ministries
(LHM) float entry, “Jesus Teaches,” is the only Christian float in the parade, carrying on its
mission of providing a Gospel witness to viewers everywhere, from along the parade route
to televisions worldwide.

LWML President Debbie Larson was delighted to ride on the float along with 12 other
dignitaries representing Jesus and 12 modern-day disciples. President Larson stated, “It
was truly all about Jesus! The crowd would stand in honor of the Savior as we passed.
From the youngest to the oldest, the joy of the Lord was there. God blesses Lutheran
Hour Ministries through this event and honors our Savior.” 

LCMS Pledges $1 Million
 for Beginning-of-Life Care
LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison recently
announced the launch of the “1 John 3 Million Dollar Life
Match”, a new grant program that will provide up to $1
million in matching funds to LCMS congregations involved in
upholding the sanctity of life in their local communities.
The program is specifically aimed at providing care for those
facing beginning-of-life challenges. The amount of an
individual grant will depend on the amount pledged by the
congregation. More details about the application process will
be announced in early 2022.

Deaconess Tiffany Manor, LCMS Director of Life Ministry,
said, “The purpose of the Million Dollar Life Match is to build



and expand the network of LCMS congregations and
individuals who are working to support those who uphold life
in their immediate vicinity — for example, a Recognized
Service Organization (RSO) that cares for needy families or
a mercy organization that supports single parents or unwed
mothers.

The Synod wants to help congregations support RSOs and
other groups that are doing the hands-on work of defending
life at the local level. Ultimately, we want to point people
toward what is most needful: the life-giving nourishment of
Word and Sacrament ministry.”

The theme for the Million Dollar Life Match is from 1 John
3:16a, 8b, he laid down His life for us, and we love in deed
and truth. The theme reflects the initiative’s commitment to
helping LCMS individuals and congregations have a greater
impact on the cause of life as they walk with, strengthen,
and support local families. Click here and learn more about
the Million Dollar Life Match.  

Missions Unpacked
NO LUGGAGE IS NEEDED! For four weeks, without leaving
your home, you can travel, explore the world, and learn how
God is working through LCMS International Mission. 

“Missions Unpacked” is a free, online mission education
experience offered by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
(LCMS) Office of International Mission. Beginning January 24,
2022, opportunities to learn about the mission work happening
in one region of the world will be available each week.
Experience the local culture of a specific region through
language, food, and dance, and meet missionaries in live
Zoom presentations.

The four regions you will learn more about are:
ASIA (His work: sharing the Gospel, showing mercy,
providing education, and planting churches) Jan. 24–30
AFRICA (His work: participating in God’s mission, while
respecting the culture and worship) Jan. 31–Feb. 6
EURASIA (His work: spreading God’s life-saving Word
where Christianity has almost disappeared) Feb. 7–13
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (His work:
spreading the Gospel, assisting 43 church plants in 14
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countries) Feb. 14–2

Each week links to the various sessions will be delivered by
email to each registered participant. Monday through Friday
sessions can be viewed as the participant’s schedule allows.
The general weekly “Mission Unpacked” schedule includes:
Monday:
Watch a video about LCMS International Mission’s work in one
of four global regions (30 minutes).
Tuesday–Friday: Select from a list of short 2–10 minute
YouTube videos and other sessions. Art projects or recipe
sessions could last an hour if you choose to shop for
supplies/ingredients and follow along. You can attend all of the
sessions or pick and choose as time allows. Scheduled
activities include:

Tour a historic plaza;
Try out a traditional dance step;
Learn a prayer in a local language;
Prepare a typical dish;

 And more!
Saturday: Live missionary presentation via Zoom (1 hour).
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