
F R O M  P R E S I D E N T  D E B B I E

For the Joy

T he LWML Convention in Lexington was a highlight of 
my summer. As President, I have a full schedule during 
convention week and often don’t have time to pause and 

reflect on the many events until after I am home. The prayers, 
servant events, Bible studies, and presentations centered on 
the Scripture verses of Hebrews 12: 1–2, and this issue’s theme 
continues reflecting on these words in verse 2: looking to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross… 

Leading up to the convention, I talked a lot about “Running the 
Race … Looking to Jesus.” I have now been pondering on the 
text, for the joy set before him (Hebrews 12:2). What was that joy 
which allowed Jesus to endure indescribable suffering and death 
on a cross? I am the sinner. I deserve the justifiable wrath of God, 
but Jesus, who knew no sin, took great joy in the redemption of 
sinners — of me. He took great joy in restoring peace between 
God and man. His grace and mercy are poured out on sinners, 
and He provides the hope of salvation to all who believe.

This is a favorite time of year for many Christians. We celebrate 
Jesus’ birth, knowing that the babe in the manger is the Savior 
of all. We celebrate for the joy set before us — the promise of 
forgiveness and everlasting life with our Lord.

In Lexington, I watched women and men working hard, serving 
others with smiles on their faces, and proclaiming Christ in every 
event. We took time from our lives and hard-earned cash from 
our pockets to come to the LWML Convention. Why? For the 
joy! God has given us so much including faith, family, and the 
fellowship of our sisters and brothers in Christ. He has also given 
us the ability to work, volunteer, and share His Gospel. Each gift 
from God brings us joy as we do everything to His glory. The 
Holy Spirit provides this gift of joy — a peace dependent on 
Jesus rather than on what is happening in our lives.

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we participate in Bible studies, 
volunteer for service, give to missions, and share His love — for 
the joy of the Lord! Join me in praising God for all the blessings 
He showers on His people.

Walking by faith, surrounded by HIS grace. 

Debbie Larson

… looking to Jesus, 
the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy 

that was set before 
him endured the 

cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated 

at the right hand 
of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:2
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