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Guatemala: In June 2019, the 
Maschke family and members 
of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
Carson City, Nevada (LWML 
California-Nevada-Hawaii District), 
traveled to Guatemala on a MOST 
mission trip. The Maschkes (parents 
Jedidiah and Anna and daughter 
Ali) were one of the recipients of 
LWML’s 2017–2019 Mission Grant: 
Family Scholarships for Short-Term 
Mission Trips. The team served two 
locations with a dual-language 
vacation Bible school curriculum: a 
camp for people displaced by the 
volcano eruption near Alotenengo 
and a Lutheran church in the village 
of Santiago Zamora. 

This was the first missionary 
experience outside her local 
community for Ali, an eighth 
grader at Bethlehem Lutheran 
School. “I learned that God’s love 
can be given from anyone in any 
circumstance, and you can give it 
to anyone in any circumstances,” 
she said. “I’m excited to share the 
joy of mission trips with people in 
my church.” 

Alaska: In July 2019, a team 
from St. John Lutheran Church in 
Palmer, Alaska, flew to the village 
of Eek, Alaska, in conjunction with 
Alaska Mission for Christ and an 
LWML Washington-Alaska District 
Short-Term Mission Grant. The 
team consisted of Sara Guhl, Rod, 
Temple, and Aaron Christiansen, 
Margaret Runser, Marilee Nufer, 
and Rev. Jonathan Rockey. Eek is a 
central Alaskan Yup’ik village, with 
a population of 320.

The team provided vacation Bible 
school, basketball camp, and 
evening Bible studies. Marilee 
writes: “Even though we go 
because we want to bless others 
with the saving knowledge of 
Jesus, we come away feeling like 
we were the ones being blessed. 
The new friendships we make and 
the old friendships we deepen fill 
us with joy, just like the joy we can 
see on the faces of the children 
when we arrive. We are so grateful 
for the financial help of LWML and 
St. John Lutheran Church to help 
make this trip possible.” 

Thailand: Beverly Vieter, (LWML 
California-Nevada-Hawaii District) 
writes: “Since I am Vice President 
of Gospel Outreach for LWML CNH, 
and our district LWML mites have 
funded grants for Lutheran Hour 
Ministries (LHM) and Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation (LHF), I 
contacted each before my mission 
trip to arrange a visit. What joy 
to discover how The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, LHM, and 
LHF all work as a team to share the 
Gospel in Thailand.” 

The culture they serve is 97% 
Buddhist or animist. Conveniently, 
the offices of all three ministries 
are located within walking distance 
of one another. All three have 
a role at each ministry. Beverly 
shares: “We returned on Sunday to 
worship together, [each] singing 
in [his] own language, yet one in 
the Holy Spirit, led by His Word. 
Everyone needs to experience 
seeing our LWML mite offerings 
in action with the workers on the 
front lines.”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Allison Lehmann, 
LWML Kansas District Vice President of Christian Life, 
recently hand-delivered the LWML district’s 2019–2020 Day 
of Prayer offering to Kris Bruss at the LCMS Kansas District 
Office in Topeka. She expressed deep gratitude for this 
offering to the West Africa Partnership, which has supported 
international mission work in Guinea, West Africa, since 1997. 
This mission partnership’s Phase One focus was spreading 
the Gospel and engaging in mercy work. Their Phase Two 
focus is to support and raise up pastors for Guinea and other 
French-speaking West African countries.

Short-Term Mission Trips

Mites in Action
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Rev. Larry Krueger is a native Texan and a 1978 graduate of The University of Texas in Austin. He 
enrolled at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and received his Master of Divinity in 1986. His ministry 
experiences have included various pastoral roles, as well as Assistant to the President of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. He served as Pastoral Counselor for the LWML Texas District and 
as representative of the Synod president to the LWML. He and his wife, Sally, live in Waco, Texas, 
where he serves as Senior Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church and Secretary of the Texas District.

The theme for LWML Sunday 2020 is based on Jesus’ words to the chief priests 
and Pharisees found in Matthew 21:43 that … The kingdom of God will be … 
given to a people producing its fruits. As people of the kingdom of God, God 
graciously nurtures us and generously gives us everything we need to produce 
fruit for the kingdom during the fruit-bearing season of our lives. In response to 
God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, 
Kingdom People (in the LWML) Produce Kingdom Fruit for the season of our 
whole life on this earth. LWML Sunday materials are available by downloading 
from lwml.org or by calling the LWML Office at (800) 252–LWML(5965).

REMEMBER YOUR LWML SUNDAY MATERIALS!
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A Mother’s Day Mother-Daughter Luncheon was sponsored by the St. Stephen’s 
LWML (LWML Carolinas District) in Hickory, North Carolina. After planning 
and hard work, their dream of a joyous celebration became a reality on the 
Saturday before Mother’s Day. The attendance was just under 300, and families 
came together from near and far. Group member Lenora Isenhour: “Our 
entertainment was from within our numbers, revealing talent we didn’t even 
know existed. Local businesses overwhelmed us with many gifts for door prizes. 
A photographer was available to take photos. Acquaintances were renewed. 
We experienced a truly great day creating many new memories!”

With the help from a grant from 
LWML Northern Illinois District 
(NID), Grace Lutheran School/
Christian Academy in Chicago’s 
“Little Village” neighborhood has 
made many improvements to its 
facility, including whole-building 
air conditioning and incorporating 
cameras for use in documenting 
students’ academic, social, and 
spiritual growth as well as family 
and community events. The school 
exists “to prepare students for 
success in high school, college, 
and beyond, raising them up to be 
future Christian leaders for service 
to God and their community,” 
states Dianna Maanum, LWML NID 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach. 
These recent updates will allow 
Grace to continue showing and 
sharing the love of Christ with the 
surrounding community.

St. John Lutheran Church Ladies Aid, Atwater, Minnesota 
(LWML Minnesota South District) hosted a craft day on 
February 18 and a second day early in March 2020. A 
group of 17 men, women, and children gathered together 
in prayer and service to create over 80 pillowcase 
dresses. This idea came from a handout a few ladies 
picked up at the Litchfield Zone Fall Rally in October 
2019, and members have been donating pillowcases since 
November. All of the finished projects were shipped with 
love to the Orphan Grain Train.



I NEVER KNEW there were so 
many ways to give to LWML!

•  September to Remember (see back cover 
for details).

•  Donations for mites can be mailed to the 
LWML office in St. Louis at 801 Seminary Place, 
Ste. L010, St. Louis, MO 63105.

•  Donations can also be made to our Endowment 
Fund online at www.lwml.org/endowment-fund 
or by mail to the LWML office in St. Louis.

•  Gifts of Love Ministry can assist and guide you 
through a Christian charitable estate giving plan.

•  Joyful Response — the Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund service provides the ability for 
LWML to offer their members and supporters 
an electronic, automated method to make their 
monthly mite contributions. To learn more or to 
sign up online at www.lwml.org/joyful-response.

•  Good Search — instead of using Google 
or other web searches, use the website 
www.goodsearch.com and earn a penny for 
every search. Follow the instructions at 
www.lwml.org/searchformites.

•  Good Shop or Amazon Smile — a small 
percentage of your eligible purchases earn 
money for missions. Follow the instructions at 
www.lwml.org/shopformites.

•  Thrivent Choice Dollars — Thrivent members 
direct where Thrivent Financial distributes 
some of its charitable outreach funds. By 
phone, members can call 1-800-847-4836 and 
say “Thrivent Choice” and follow the prompts 
or visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice and 
follow the prompts with your user identification.

•  For more information about LWML giving 
opportunities, go to www.lwml.org/giving-plans; 
visit www.lwml.org/financial-officers to access a 
Giving Opportunities flyer to share.

•  Check your district website for directions in 
mite offering submissions and more district 
giving opportunities that are available.

INK  spot (I Never Knew)

For one Sunday morning, the various ministries of Good 
Shepherd in Owatonna, Minnesota (LWML Minnesota South 
District), were encouraged to create displays for those visiting 
between the church services to explore: how those ministries 
serve the Lord and how others might become involved and 
serve. Children were given “passports” to use as they visited 
the various displays. By filling them out, the children could note 
how the ministries serve God and what they could do to serve 
God — plus, upon completion, they might win a prize! Ministry 
representatives shared how their activities helped the church to 
accomplish the congregation’s mission. The LWML table display 
featured a huge pile of pennies so that as children came by 
with their passports, the children were given a children’s Mite 
Box, told how the Mite Box was used, and encouraged to get 
the “feel” of how it worked by putting pennies in a Mite Box. 

In March 2020, the South Plains Zone Retreat (LWML Texas 
District) was held at Mercy Retreat Center, following the theme 
“Count Your Blessings.” Zone Pastoral Counselor Rev. Michael 
Heckmann led the Bible study for thirty-four women. Attendees 
learned about a ministry using potholders, and each woman 
received her own prayer partner potholder. Information from the 
LWML “Follow the Leader” Assembly of Leaders was shared. 
Each learned to make an angel from a lace handkerchief. Fun 
breaks in the day included exercising to the Ray Steven’s song 
“Mississippi Squirrel” and humorous sketches. Corlis Norman, 
South Plains Zone President exclaims, “All praise to God!”
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Spring 2021 Theme: HIS Witnesses 
Please share stories and photos of joyful women who use 
their God-given gifts in their vocations and/or witness 
about the Good News of salvation in their everyday lives 
with News Editor Shari Miller: newseditor@lwml.org or 3827 
Chokecherry, East Helena, MT 59635 Deadline: November 15, 
2020. Include: name, address, phone, and email.
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Lutheran Women in Mission

RESPOND

Lutheran Women in Mission 
used LWML resources and 
their own ingenuity as they 
were inspired to share the 

Gospel message and to serve 
the Lord with gladness in their 

communities, in the nation, 
and into the world. 

A patchwork of service indeed!

LWML Kansas District issued a “Serve 
from Home” challenge, encouraging the 
women in their district to find ways to 

serve. Laura Hunter, shared, “The Center of Grace 
here in Olathe is serving ’to go’ meals for the ’food 
insecure’ two nights a week during this stay-at-
home time. They have asked the community to help 
bake cookies to include with the dinners. My house 
smells wonderful today!” More photos and stories 
of service projects can be seen on the LWML 
Kansas Facebook page.

Serving from Home
The women’s Bible study group at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran in Manhattan, Kansas 
(LWML Kansas District), has compiled 

a group email. Each woman sends everyone else a 
Bible verse and shares what they are doing on the 
day when they would have normally met. 

LWML Minnesota South District President, Deb 
Vinkemeier, has been emailing Bible verses or hymns, 
accompanied by a prayer, to the district Board of 
Directors and others. She reminds everyone to stay 
safe and that God is with them.

Encouraging Emails

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the LWML 
website made available spiritual resources to 
help women continue to be in God’s Word, 
share the Good News, and serve others — all 

from the sanctuary of their homes. A Facebook Live 
Bible study was offered, looking at the Overflowing 
Abundance Bible study by Donna (Pyle) Snow. An 
LWML On The Go Podcast, The Task-Filled Life by Jan 
Brunette, is currently available.

When their Bible study group could not meet due to the 
pandemic, the Immanuel Lutheran LWML in Netawaka, 
Kansas (LWML Kansas District), did their Bible study 
virtually through email. The study used was Come and 
See, Go and Tell. The women studied at their own homes 
and then made comments to share by email. 

Several members of Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church in Kansas City, 
Kansas (LWML Kansas District), 
made home visits to LWML 
members in late April. They 
used the Psalm 107 devotion 
from the Winter 2019 Quarterly 
and maintained social distancing 
while outside. Mary Niemeier 
said, “We were blessed with 
beautiful spring weather that 
day and stayed outdoors with 
only three to four people total.”

Social Distance Bible Studies
Lutheran Women in 
Mission Judy Felder and 
JoAnn Denkeler (LWML 
Texas District) have 
made 90 masks that are 
on their way to Atlantic 
LCMS District President 
Rev. Derek Lecakes in 
New York. Judy and 
JoAnn, members of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in 
Bishop, Texas, have been 

making free masks since the health crisis started. They 
have given away approximately 500 masks to family, 
friends, church members, assisted living facilities, 
ambulance workers, and whoever they meet. Several 
people have donated supplies. Judy and JoAnn 
believe that making masks has given them a purpose 
and has fulfilled a calling to help during this crisis.

Ladies of Faith at Faith Lutheran Church in Spooner, 
Wisconsin (LWML North Wisconsin District), have 
been sewing face masks for nurses and caregivers 
in Spooner. Designs of John Deere tractors, Mickey 
Mouse, Elvis, and flowers are favorites with patients 
and caregivers alike! Faith LWML President Mary 
Harrington states, “Usually we are together when we 
do sewing projects; this is different. There are lots 
of texting and phone calls to keep in touch. We are 
blessed to serve!”

Purposeful Sewing Projects
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The LWML South Dakota (SD) District was meeting regularly on 
Zoom, planning their district convention, and, when it was cancelled, 
continued planning the procedures for getting the business of the 
district done. Since video conferencing was successful, the LWML 
SD Board of Directors began weekly Zoom times for devotions and 
prayer. A devotion found on the LWML website is led, and then each 
person shares prayer requests.

When District Presidents Katy and Lisa (LWML Nebraska South 
and North respectively) met in the summer of 2019 to plan for the 
districts’ annual cooperative event, Seek and Serve Day 2020, they 
never guessed how God would allow things to happen when April 
25, 2020, finally came. Due to pandemic restrictions, meeting in York, 
Nebraska, just couldn’t happen, but the districts did meet. “We will 
serve the Lord with gladness together … just apart,” was a comment 
President Katy made many times. Women from both districts and 
beyond joined together … just apart … for Bible study led by Remkea 
Ockander. Remkea is the Director of Youth and Family Ministry at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Fremont, Nebraska. The study, 
Breakfast with Jesus, was based on John 21:1–14. To hear it, go to 
YouTube at https://youtu.be/wTTu9H43e2s. 

Encouraging Emails

Purposeful Sewing Projects
Meeting Alternatives

LWML North Wisconsin District (NWD) 
is on a mission to help staff members 
of Bethesda Lutheran Communities 
and the people they serve. They made 
cards to encourage and reach out 
to staff members and the friends of 
Bethesda, since they are required to 
remain in their homes without being 
able to go to day programs or work. 
Mary Scharenbrock, NWD Leadership 
Development Co-Chair shares, “As the 
Lord gives us opportunities to serve 
Him, may His love shine through us as 
we share His love with others.”

The LWML Montana District engaged in 
the idea offered by the Nebraska District. 
The Montana district convention was 
originally scheduled over the weekend of 
April 25, so Montana Lutheran Women 
in Mission were encouraged to serve 
from their homes. “Suggested At-Home 
Activities” were shared around the 
district for Saturday, April 25, and, of 
course, every day. District President Shari 
Miller: “I sent cards of encouragement 
to the church family and neighbors who 
have been shopping and caring for my 88 
years young mother, who lives four hours 
away from me.” The cards included these 
words: “Thank you for serving us and 
the Lord by being of service to her. We 
appreciate you!”

Cards to Encourage

In February 
2019, the 
LWML South 
Wisconsin 
District’s (SWD) 

Young Woman’s Committee began planning a Winter 
Getaway to be held February 2020, in the middle of the 
cold, icy Wisconsin winter. One servant event for the 2020 
Winter Getaway, which could be finished at home, was 
sewing cinch sacks to hold the hygiene items collected 
at the ingathering. Another servant event was crocheting 
sleep mats from plastic bags, completed at home or while 

gathering together. Just before the quarantine began, 
these items were gifted to the SOS Center which serves 
youth and their families in the inner city of Milwaukee, and 
were shared with Pathfinders, another organization that 
serves runaway and homeless youth in Milwaukee.

In March 2020, undoubtedly, none of the committee 
members knew the Coronavirus pandemic was on the 
horizon. SWD President Barb Kaun reveals the rest of 
the story: “Look at how God works! At least 120 bags 
were assembled and each bag had hand-sanitizer and 
antibacterial wipes. Who knew we were preparing for a 
time facing this health crisis. Praise God!”

Providential Provisions


