
Pray for Africa’s children who learn about 
Jesus their Savior through Bible stories 
translated into their native tongue by  

Lutheran Heritage Foundation.

Prayer #1
Dear heavenly Father, we give thanks for the growth 
of the church in Africa. We ask Your continued bless-
ing on the teachers of Your Word. Guide and sustain 
them as they satisfy the thirst of those who yearn to 
learn more of Jesus and His love. In His name. Amen.

Prayer #2
Lord, we are blessed to have books and materials 
where we can learn and teach our children of Your 
forgiving grace. These materials are available in our 
own language and we are privileged to support oth-
er translations. We thank You for the work of Luther-
an Heritage Foundation that translates, publishes, 
and distributes books for children and their parents. 
This gift of God’s Word in their own language helps 
them to grow in their faith. In His name. Amen.

Prayer #3
Lord, continue to bless the Lutheran schools across 
Africa. We thank You for faithful teachers. We give 
thanks that the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
provides Bible story books for the children to own 
and to share with others. We rejoice as the children 
share God’s Word with their family and friends. In His 
name. Amen.

Prayer #4
Lord, open our hearts to opportunities to spread 
Your Word to all people. Help those who need to 
hear about God's love and salvation find Lutheran 
materials written in their language. Continue to 
guide our support of the translation and distribution 
of these materials around the world. We give thanks 
that our mite offerings expand this special ministry. 
In His name. Amen.
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The Holy Spirit gave the disciples power to preach the Gospel in the languages of 
the people at Pentecost. Today He uses the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF)  
to translate books that explain Scripture to people around the world. LHF was 
created in 1992 by Rev. Robert Rahn to provide Christian printed materials to 
people in the former Soviet Union. These new Christians had a Russian Bible, but 
the hundreds of pages proved to be overwhelming. LHF took on the challenge of 
translating and publishing books such as Luther’s Small Catechism and A Child’s 
Garden of Bible Stories which helped explain the Bible in all its richness in the 
Russian language.
LHF continues to expand its mission of bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ  
to people in countries where the Gospel is not well known and provides books  
that encourage and strengthen the faith of established churches. Books are given 
free of charge to the churches and individuals who need them. 
Africa has 1.2 billion people; over half of those souls are waiting to be introduced 
to their one true Savior, Jesus Christ. Islam has made huge inroads into the  
continent with 500 million people bowing to Allah, while others continue to follow 
the traditions of their ancestors. However, Christianity has grown from only  
8 million in 1900 to over 631 million in 2000. With this phenomenal growth  
in Christianity, there is a great need for books and materials translated into the  
language of the people for use by children and their families.
Translations of A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories and Luther’s Small Catechism 
have been completed and distributed in places like Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya,  
Tanzania, and South Sudan. The parents in these countries now have the resources 
they need to tell their children about Jesus and how God made the world.  
Missionaries and church leaders have used these books to teach Sunday school 
classes. Many African church bodies have thriving Lutheran schools, but teachers 
had no textbooks from which to teach their religion classes. However, once LHF 
gave them Bible story books in their own languages, the students could learn about 
their heavenly Father. They also are able to keep the brightly illustrated books, 
which are often the first books they own, and share them with their families.  
The same book which teaches about Jesus may also be the one that teaches  
the student to read.
Lutheran missionaries and church leaders in Africa have witnessed a “thirst to 
learn” about the Savior and have a need for easy-to-understand Lutheran books, 
printed in the languages of the people, to teach parents and children the Lutheran 
faith. With the money from this grant, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation will  
continue their mission of translating, publishing, distributing, and introducing  
Lutheran materials throughout Africa to enhance the growth of the church.
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