
 Prayer:   Heavenly Father, there are challenges in raising children in a world distorted by sin, 
and sometimes this sin comes in the form of abuse and neglect. We praise  
and thank You for providing Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch with the mission  
of filling a crucial gap in the spiritual care for the traumatized children of this  
and previous generations. Chaplains often face obstacles in reaching  
victimized children simply because of their gender. This is especially true  
with female children who have been victimized by males.

   Thank You for sending a deaconess to help bridge this gap with Christ-centered 
care, impacting the lives of traumatized children with the life-changing hope  
and healing of Christ himself.

 All: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.
 Opening 
 Hymn:  “God Loves Me Dearly” LSB 392 (all verses)
 Reader 1:   Psalm 90:16: Let your work be shown to your servants, and your glorious power  

to their children.
 Leader:   The psalmist seeks deliverance from crisis, whether famine, enemies, sickness,  

or injustice. Ultimately, the answer to prayer is Jesus, who shows the fullness  
of God’s glorious works of salvation through His love and mercy.

 Reader 2:   Jesus said in Mark 10:14b, “Let the children come to me.” The whole story from 
Mark 10:13–16 reads: And they were bringing children to him that he might  
touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it,  
he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me;  
do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.  
Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God  
like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms  
and blessed them, laying his hands on them.

 Leader:   This story is the key to the chapter, showing us that salvation is a gift of grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ. We trust in the Lord as a child trusts a parent.  
Convict us when we need to confess and ask forgiveness, so that we may  
be restored.
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 Prayer:   “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711, verse 3:  
“ You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be;  
You have mercy to relieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free,  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to You;  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to You.”

 Reader 1:   Proverbs 22:6: Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old  
he will not depart from it. The Hebrew term “train-up” has the sense of “dedicate  
in the way he should go.” It is debated whether this phrase refers to the moral route 
or to the child’s career path. The child’s training as a whole is in view.

 Reader 2:   Walk in love. Ephesians 5, verses 1–3 and 8, says:  
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us,  
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  
Walk as children of light.

 Leader:  Keep yourselves in the love of God (Jude 21a).
 Prayer:   The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you  

and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you  
and give you peace (Numbers 6:24–26).

 Closing 
 Hymn:  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (LSB 411) verses 1–3
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