
 WOMEN ON WITNESSING

This sketch is designed as a “springboard for discussion.”  Since audience participation will
be encouraged, it is important that the individual portraying Carolyn be comfortable playing
the role of a talk show hostess.

Cast: Rene and Jeannette - “authorities” on witnessing techniques
Carolyn, Marla and Missy - witnesses

(Rene and Jeanette are seated in two chairs facing the audience.)

Rene: Hello, I’m Rene Webert.

Jeannette: And I’m Jeannette Tisket.

Rene: And we’d like to welcome you to this week’s edition of (dramatically) “Women
on Witnessing.”

(Each of the following questions should be said more dramatically than the next with each
woman competing for the strongest effect.)

Rene: Is your witness wonderful?

Jeannette: Is your testimony terrific and true?

Rene: Is your declaration devoted and daring?

Jeannette: Is your sharing sensational and saving?

Rene: Is your faith functional and fruitful?

Jeannette: Is your message marvelous and motivational?

Rene: Is your Sunday School class stupendous and satisfying?

Jeannette: Are your insights inspirational and inviting?

Rene: All right, enough already.  The show is only supposed to last half an hour.

Jeannette: Well, let’s get to the first witness we’ll be reviewing this evening.  Carolyn is
sharing her faith with a friend who has recently lost a loved one.  Let’s listen.
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(Carolyn, oblivious to being “reviewed,” enters and talks directly to the audience as though
she is talking to the friend to whom she is witnessing.)

Carolyn: You know, Sheryl, about a year ago when my aunt passed away, I went through a
lot of the same feelings you’re feeling.  I know it isn’t easy.  One thing that really
helped me was my faith in Jesus Christ.  He gave me the strength to get through a
tough time.  (Carolyn exits.)

Jeannette: Now, I liked Carolyn’s witness.  It was forthright and honest.  It met a very
definite need on her friend’s part.  When someone is hurting like that, it’s a
golden opportunity to share your faith with them.  I have to give her witness two
palms up.  (Raises her two palms as if in praise)

Rene: Well, Jeannette, I have to disagree.  She did meet her friend’s need, but I just
don’t feel that Carolyn’s witness carried enough doctrine to back up her feelings.
If she’s going to pass along something of value to her friend, she’d better know
her theology, not just her emotional reactions at times of stress.

Jeannette: (Frustrated)   Well, I would have a hard time agreeing with what you’re saying,
but in the interest of saving time, let’s go on to the second witness we’re
reviewing this evening.

Rene: Marla has just been watching a religious revival meeting on the Christian cable
station.  Although she is Lutheran, she has been caught up in the style of the fiery
evangelist she has been watching, and she races next door to share her faith with
her unchurched neighbor, Sarah.  Let’s listen in.

(As before, Marla, oblivious to being “reviewed,” addresses the audience as though she is
talking to Sarah.  She is intense and revivalistic.)

Marla: And Sarah, I’m telling you, those who don’t believe are heading for hell.  And
there’s going to be a lake of fire, and eternal suffering, and wailing and gnashing
of teeth, and terrible fiery trials.  (Drastic change - happy and all smiles) So, how
about coming to church with me on Sunday?  (Marla exits.)

Rene: Well, I’ve got to say that Marla’s witness really caught my interest.  You could
hardly ignore her, and she couldn’t have missed getting her point across.  As I
listened to her, even I was working up a sweat as though I were beginning to feel
the flames myself.  I think it’s time we saw more witnessing like this that really
reaches out and shakes a person up.  I’ve got to give it two palms up.  (Holds
palms out and up)
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Jeannette: Well, I don’t appreciate a witness that relies on the shock value or lurid
descriptions of hell to scare its victim into accepting heaven.  I just don’t think it
should be delivered like hell is all there is, totally ignoring the saving grace of the
Gospel.  Maybe Marla should have let the TV evangelist finish the sermon so she
would have had something positive to share.

Rene: (Miffed)   Well, if you’re just too narrow-minded to accept a witness that’s a little
different, then maybe we should move on.

Jeannette: Fine!  The last witness we’ll be taking a look at today is a young four-year-old
girl named Missy.  Missy has just come home from Sunday school, and she’s
excited about what she has heard.  She rushes next door to share her faith with
her friend, Jamie.

(Missy should be dressed as a very young girl.  She should also speak as a young girl would.
She might be carrying a large lollipop.)

Missy: Hey, Jamie, listen to what I learned today.  (Sings slightly off key)  “Jesus loves
me this I know, for the Bible tell me low.  Little ones to Him belong, they are
bleak, but He is long.”  There’s more, but I don’t remember the rest.  Isn’t it
great?  See ya!  (Missy exits, skipping and smiling.)

Jeannette: Now that was truly charming and inspirational.  I don’t know how anyone could
fail to appreciate such an innocent simple sharing of faith like Missy’s, although
I’m sure Rene will find a way.  I have to give it a two palms up.  (Gestures as
before)

Rene: (Teasingly)   Well, I guess I can certainly understand where something “simple”
would appeal to you, Jeannette.

Jeannette: (Kiddingly)   Now, watch it there, Rene!

Rene: Okay, so the little girl is kind of cute.  But can she cut it in this day and age of
sophisticated witnessing?

Jeannette: She isn’t supposed to be sophisticated, for heaven’s sake.  She’s just a little girl.

Rene: That’s no excuse.  She blew it as far as I’m concerned.  Her singing abilities
leave a lot to be desired, she got half the words to “Jesus Loves Me” wrong, and
she forgot the chorus to her song.  I’m afraid I just have to give it two palms
down.  (Gestures)

Jeannette: Now, let’s be reasonable...
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(Marla, Carolyn and Missy enter and interrupt.)

Carolyn: Wait just a second here, ladies.

Marla: Have you ever thought of what kind of witness you make to your faith?

Missy: Remember everything a Christian does is a witness to others.

Carolyn: Marla, Missy and I want to join you in an audience discussion of witnessing
techniques.

Marla: Yes, we want to encourage the viewing audience and both of you to use the
opportunities of everyday circumstances to tell of our Lord’s love.

Carolyn: (Looking at audience)   Could you share with us some positive witnessing
techniques that you have personally experienced or been privileged to see and
hear?  (Carolyn should have the women stand as they speak and be willing to
encourage them to share.)

Additional “Springboards for Discussion”

� Is witnessing only designed to bring saving faith to a non-believer?  Can witnessing be
used to encourage a person who is experiencing the valleys of life?  Discuss by having
the audience share life experiences.

� What are the major “ingredients” necessary to effective witnessing?  Can it be effective
if only the “law” of Christianity is presented?

� How can we encourage our own children and the children of our congregational family
to be witnesses to one another?

� What could our LWML society do to better equip our women for future opportunities
of outreach?

(As the “audience discussion” nears the end, Carolyn returns to “the set.”)

Carolyn: We conclude “Women on Witnessing” with a new positive approach on
outreach.
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Marla: Each of us should be challenged to use life’s circumstances to be more effective
witnesses in our home, neighborhood and within our own LWML societies.

Rene & Jeannette:  (Enthusiastically)   That’s all from the “newest edition” of “Women on
Witnessing.”
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