
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION
       A sketch celebrating the history and spirit of the

       Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

Characters: Narrator
Mother – Gladys
Daughter – Linda
Granddaughter – Brenda
Great-granddaughter – Jessica

Props: Centerpiece that can be used for each scene representing each landmark
anniversary.
A piece of paper used for a checklist.
Copy of WINGS
Cane

Scene 1: Silver Anniversary, 1967
Gladys is at home in her kitchen.  Linda enters with a 25th anniversary
centerpiece.

Scene 2: Golden Anniversary, 1992
Church Basement

Scene 3: Diamond Anniversary, 2017
Nursing Home.  Linda enters with a 75th anniversary centerpiece.

SCENE I

Narrator: Scene opens with Gladys at the kitchen table checking a list.  Linda enters.
Gladys is 45, her daughter Linda is 20 and baby Brenda is 1 year old.

Linda: Hi, Mom.

Gladys: Hi, honey.  My, you’re out early this morning.

Linda: I needed to run to the store and thought I’d drop off the centerpiece for the
party tonight.  (Linda puts a 25th anniversary arrangement on the table and
looks at Gladys more closely.)  You look like you’re deep in thought this
morning.
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Gladys: I guess maybe I am.  Sit down and have a cup of coffee.  You know when
your dad and I got married, I assumed that by the time we were married 25
years, I’d be old, experienced, sort of over-the-hill. It isn’t that way at all.  If
anything, it seems the best part of my life is still ahead of me.  As I was sitting
here thinking, I’ve always been secretly proud of the fact that we were
married the same day the LWML was organized.  Of course, I didn’t know it
at the time.  It was soon after that though that our Ladies Aid affiliated with
the LWML.  I became a member, too.  You know how much I have enjoyed it,
and it helped make me a better person at home.

Linda: I know, Mom, you do seem so secure in your pattern of life.

Gladys: There are so many things changing today.  It’s hard for me to make sense out
of everything.

Linda: Well, Mom, life just doesn’t fit in perfect little square boxes for everyone.
People are different, and we have to allow them to stretch in their own way.

Gladys: There you go again, speaking in riddles.  How can rioting and sit-ins and
hippies be called “stretching”?

Linda: Oh, Mom, why do you always have to bring all that up?  Can’t we just enjoy
today?  You have the things you want and need – your family, your church
and LWML.  Let’s leave it at that.

Gladys: You’re right, but I do wish you would find a little more time for church,
Linda.

Linda: Please, Mom.  Let’s not get into that this morning.  I need to run.  I left
Brenda at the neighbor’s.  I’ll see you this evening.  (Linda leaves.)

Gladys: (Touches the 25 on the arrangement and speaks to herself)  Linda’s right.  I
do have the things I want and need – my home, Jim and the children – and the
women of the LWML are like part of my family, too.  There really are so
many things that have been accomplished in the LWML since its beginning.  I
guess it’s like marriage, step by step we trust God to show us the way.

All Sing:“ Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  Lift Up Your Hearts (songbook-CPH) or
“Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul”  TLH 27, LW 457

SCENE 2

Narrator: Scene takes place in the church basement where Linda is making the
centerpiece.  Gladys is 70, Linda is 45, Brenda is 26 and Jessica is 3.
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(Brenda enters.)

Linda: Hi, Brenda.  I’m glad you could come to help set up for Grandma and
Grandpa’s 50th wedding anniversary.  I know you are busy.

Brenda: Not too busy for this.  We’re going to have a good time.  I am so proud of
them.  You know how Grandma and I always have a lot to talk about.  She’s
such a dear!

Linda: I’m afraid I didn’t have a good attitude like that when I was your age.  I
remember when they celebrated their 25th anniversary.  Grandma and I just
had to avoid the subject of church, and of course, her pet subject, LWML, or
we’d have a fight.  I had to go through some pretty rough times to get myself
turned around.

Brenda: She told me some of that.  I guess the times were different then.  I have a hard
time imagining being tied down the way women were then.  Grandma seems
to have understood your dilemma at the time.  For instance, I probably would
have felt more constricted in joining LWML if my life had to conform to such
a narrow pattern as her generation had experienced.  It’s so different now.
Even though I’m working in business, I see in LWML many ways to serve the
Lord, and it’s something I make time for.

(Gladys enters.)

Linda: Mom!  What are you doing here?  We said we’d take care of setting up.

Gladys: You know I can’t stay away.  Dad isn’t feeling his best this morning, and he
went to bed so he’d feel better for this afternoon.

Brenda: You caught us talking about how times have changed.  Mom mentioned that
things weren’t quite as rosy between you two on your 25th anniversary.

Gladys: The 60’s were so full of upheaval and violence.  I have to admit I was a bit too
comfortable.  It caused me to be impatient and unwilling to listen to her.  I
know I just didn’t want anything to change.

Linda: And I wanted too many things to change too fast!  I felt I had all the answers.

Brenda: You know, we never have really talked seriously about all those years.  I
would like to do that sometime.

Gladys: That’s a good idea.  For now, let’s just say we had our differences.

Linda: Some things we have to learn the hard way.  I do know getting active in
church again has helped my personal walk with Jesus.
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Gladys: I think we’ve all grown.

Brenda: Grandma, how about going with me to pick up my dress?  Jessica is outside
playing.  She’d love for you to come.  Mom, can you finish here?  There isn’t
much left to do.  (They leave.)

(Linda sits and recollects.)

Linda: That Jessica is such a cutie and only 3 years old!  Brenda is a good mother.
As I look back, I must have given Mom some tearful moments in my
rebelliousness.  I know I broke her heart when I got a divorce.  As I gradually
started back to church, I began to see things from a new perspective.  It
seemed like the church had changed, but I guess it was I who had changed.
When I joined LWML, I discovered they had continued with their mission
right along.  I guess we need to continue telling it to the next generation,
whether they listen or not.  Mother did that for me and for Brenda.  I think it’s
about time I do more of that.

(She prays.)

Thank you, Lord, for loving me in good and bad times.  Thank You for Your
forgiving love through Jesus.  Amen.

All Sing: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” Lift Up Your Hearts (songbook- CPH) or
“Through All the Changing Scenes of Life”  TLH 29

SCENE 3

Narrator: Gladys is 95, Linda is 70, Brenda is 51 and Jessica is 28.  Jessica is home on a
three-month furlough after a two-year visit on the moon.  She is in the den
reading the LWML book, WINGS.

(Brenda enters.)

Brenda: I think I’ve got everything ready.  As soon as your grandma gets here, we can
go on over to the nursing home… Oh, there you are now.

(Linda enters with a 75th anniversary centerpiece and sets it down on the
table.)

Linda: How’s this?  I should be getting good at making these centerpieces.  Who
could ever have guessed that we would be celebrating your grandma and
grandpa’s 75th wedding anniversary after he was so sick ten years ago?  All
the medical advancements do make a difference.
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Brenda: This is the third Diamond Anniversary at the nursing home this year!

Jessica: And if I know great-grandma, she probably has an LWML group there.

Brenda: You’re right; she does.  She thinks age 95 is way too young to quit that
organization.  (They all laugh.)

Linda: (To Jessica) I haven’t seen much of you yet since you’ve been back.  I know
it’s only been a week.  How does it feel to be back on planet Earth?

Jessica: It’s a big change.  After living for two years with the same 2,500 people in
Mooncity, I had forgotten what it’s like to have so many people around.

Brenda: Jessica says they do hear news from Earth on telemachines, but since mail
comes only every three months, it’s hard to keep up with what’s going on
back here at home.

Jessica: There is so much to do to make living on the moon more suitable.  Otherwise,
we lead a pretty normal life with stores and churches and schools.

Brenda: She has even introduced the idea of starting an LWML at her moon-based
church!

Linda: You’re kidding!  I didn’t think you’d be interested in something so old-
fashioned.

Jessica: Well, it may be set up differently from what you’ve known, but, hey, it’s
needed there, too.  Speaking of old-fashioned, this book (holds up WINGS) is
too much.  I haven’t read very far, but I can’t believe how difficult it was to
get a woman’s organization approved in the church back in the 1930s.  Those
must have been the Dark Ages for women.

Linda: I felt that way already when I was your age back in the 60’s.  It took some
courageous and strong women to break out of a long-time tradition and mind-
set.

Brenda: Mom, you always were ahead of your time and didn’t know it.  (To Jessica)
Do you know she was one of the first to install a solar landing pad on top of
her house for the commuter airbus to pick her up?  That’s why she doesn’t
own a car.  She just hangs out her flag for them to stop.  They even take her to
church.

Jessica: Grandma, you’re something else.  (Gives Linda a hug.)

Brenda: I guess I’ve been more content being the old-fashioned “hausfrau.”  After
your two brothers were born so close in succession, I stayed home full time,
and I really liked it.  It seemed that’s where I belonged.
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Jessica: To me that’s the point of so much unrest in the last half of the 20th century.
Women could make choices about their lives that had never been available to
them before, and it required adjustments for men as well as women – and that
doesn’t happen overnight.

Brenda: This is getting too deep for me this morning.  But it’s funny, your great-
grandmother and I were just saying that the LWML has done a pretty good job
of keeping up with the times through the years.

Linda: It certainly has!

(Gladys comes out with a cane and all four women come to the front of the
stage.  They put their arms around each other’s shoulders and pray.)

Four Women: We praise and thank You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for all Your goodness.
 Amen.

All Sing: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” Lift Up Your Hearts (songbook-CPH) or
“Praise the Almighty, My Soul, Adore Him”  TLH 26, LW 445 – Stanzas 1, 4, 5, 6
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