
LWML Glossary and Abbreviations
To newcomers, the many abbreviations in LWML 
may make it seem like a secret club. Far from it; it's 
just easier to abbreviate the long titles and names 
for various aspects of our organization. Share this 
list with someone new so she can learn more about 
how LWML operates.

LWML — Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
Also commonly known as Lutheran Women 
in Mission. 

BOD — Board of Directors* 
The BOD is composed of the elected officers, with 
the pastoral counselors and the appointed officers 
as advisory members. The BOD transacts day-to-
day LWML business between LWML conventions. 

PA — Presidents Assembly* 
The Presidents Assembly is composed of the 
LWML President and district presidents (DPs). 
District presidents spend time in spiritual growth, 
networking, and leadership training. The PA makes 
decisions that call for financial contributions from 
the districts. 

AOL — Assembly of Leaders 
An LWML workshop for LWML leaders.

H2H — Heart to Heart Sisters 
A group of women and their mentors who have 
completed the LWML H2H Sisters training program.

ID — Interdepartmental Meeting 
The planning and working session of LWML 
committees and other personnel; usually held at 
least once a biennium.

LWQ — Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly 
The official publication of the LWML.

YWR — Young Woman Representative 
A young woman chosen by districts to attend an 
LWML convention as a non-voting guest.

For more information about LWML, visit 
lwml.org/who-we-are.

Masks for Marquette
Lutheran Women in Mission across the nation have been 
joyfully serving the Lord by serving others during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, even while social distancing. LWML 
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries Deaconess 
Betty Knapp (LWML North Wisconsin District) shares 
what’s being done in her hometown, Marquette, Michigan. 
“A project called ‘Masks for Marquette’ was started 
through a Facebook post in March 2020. The original 
goal was to ask local seamstresses to sew 5,000 cloth 
masks that could be used by hospital workers and other 
essential workers in our county. 

“This wasn’t a church 
sponsored project, 
but there were a lot 
of women from both 
my congregation 
(Redeemer Lutheran) 
and other churches in 
town that took up the 
cause to supply our 
front-line workers with 
these masks. In less than 

three weeks, the project exploded, and 5,677 masks 
were completed. It’s great to feel like I could contribute 
to the wellbeing of my community simply by sewing.” 

If you are interested in getting involved in a similar 
project or other projects in your community and 
beyond, visit the LWML website for suggested at-home 
service activities. Face mask patterns can be found at: 
lwml.org/posts/mission-servants-activities/april-2020. 

INK  spot (I Never Knew)

*Updated LWML Terms 2019 LWML Convention

Lutheran Women in 
Mission Joyfully Serve!
The Dorcas Society of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
East Dundee (LWML Northern 
Illinois District), held a “Loom-
Knit” class last fall. The group 
invited church and community 
members to a morning of 

instruction to make baby hats. With the help of Thrivent®, 
the society was able to purchase yarn, and all in attendance 
completed a baby hat in just a couple of hours. Nearly all 
of these hats were donated to Lutheran Child and Family 
Services of Northern Illinois for foster care children.

A box of 1,000 masks for delivery.
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Winter 2020 Theme: Surrounded by HIS Grace
Please share stories and photos of joyful women who support local missions or have been a recent 
missionary with News Editor Shari Miller: newseditor@lwml.org or 3827 Chokecherry, East Helena, MT 59635 
Deadline: July 15, 2020. Include: name, address, phone, and email.


