F R O M T H E E D I TO R

Therefore, since we
are surrounded by
so great a cloud
of witnesses, let
us also lay aside
every weight, and
sin which clings so
closely, and let us
run with endurance
the race that is set
before us, looking to
Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy
that was set before
him endured the
cross, despising the
shame, and is seated
at the right hand of
the throne of God.

A

t the 1999 LWML Convention, women
from Nigeria, Ghana, Russia, Guatemala,
India, and the Philippines were invited to
attend. Some came alone. Some came in pairs.
Some spoke English. Some did not. Therefore
… the five of us on the Christian Outreach
Committee were blessed to serve as their hosts
and guides. It certainly was a life-changing
experience for us all. Some of them were
overwhelmed by the opulence of our country.
Most of us were amazed at the way we all invented
non-verbal communication when it was necessary.
One of my favorite memories was the sight of a
lady from Russia and a lady from Ghana, each
who spoke only her own language, sitting, deeply
engaged in a loving, non-verbal conversation.

Awaiting us is the 2021 LWML Convention. No
longer do we have to wait for ladies from other
nations to come to us; invite those who live near
you. Although not everyone can go to Lexington
to run the race, God empowers each of us to
run — or change — with eyes fixed on Him. In
Hebrews 12:1–2
Lexington, we will study His Word, meet new
friends, and learn of many ways to share His
Gospel. It has been said that we should never leave such a meeting
without experiencing change. Therefore … how will we run the race
when we go home? How can we change?
This issue contains stories of women who have come to this country
— women whom God changed. Many people have touched their
lives throughout their journeys — some for a short time — some for
a lifetime. Therefore … how can we be God’s willing hands and feet?
Use the Bible studies and devotions as you deepen your walk with
Him. Even if you feel ill-equipped to the task, even when you must
use non-verbal communication, even though your sharing is a simple
love of gardening or trading recipes with those from others cultures,
God can use each of us as His love and Gospel are shared. Am I —
are you — ready and willing to run the race?
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AVAILAB LE AT LW ML.O RG
Bible study leader guides are
available for Therefore… and
When I Am Weak, He is Strong.

Share your stories with us at editor@lwml.org ;
to share news items, please see page 24.

Winter 2021 For The Joy

Are you/have you been a caregiver? Are you
receiving/have you received care from someone
during a chronic illness or crisis? Share your
story of how God’s enduring love has helped
you endure. Deadline: November 1, 2021

Therefore …

20| Come Unto Me, Ye Weary
22 | When I Am Weak, He Is Strong

Upcoming Issues

Spring 2022 Enduring

Learn about missions and
service projects that share
the Heart of LWML!

B IB LE ST U DIE S
18 | Therefore …
19 | Por tanto …

Sheila Lutz, Editor-in-Chief

Share your stories of holiday celebrations
or family traditions passed down through
generations. Deadline: August 1, 2021

PAGE 24

Starting
in Fall 2021:
Leader guides
will be available
for all new
Bible studies
at lwml.org.

S U B S CRIPT IO N?
B ACK ISS U E S?
Go to www.lwml.org, or call
800-252-5965 to subscribe,
change address, or get back
issues (print, digital, or both).
One year for $7.50 or three
years for $22.50.

