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Opening Devotion — God’s Time
Please provide: 
in addition to the leader, three readers for opening devotion; hymnals, Bibles, and a 
copy of the Participant’s Study Guide for attendees; an accompanist.

Leader: 
Time — something that cannot be contained. It can be measured in seconds, min-
utes, hours, days, weeks, months, years, decades, centuries, and even millennia. 
It just keeps going, and going, and going. Sometimes we don’t have enough of it 
and other times too much. Once it is gone, we can never get it back. We talk about 
making up for lost time, but all that means is we try to cram many things into a 
shortened period of time. Even though sometimes it seems like time flies, an hour is 
an hour. What we do with it determines how much we accomplish. Sometimes, for 
example, when we are recovering from illness or surgery, time just does not go by 
quickly enough as we are eager to get back to our regular routines. Other times we 
get so involved in what we are doing, we suddenly realize a lot of time has gone by. 
But God is always in control.
Reader 1:
 Sometimes we may be plagued by a chronic condition — pain will not go away, or an 
illness is hard to cure. We need to be reminded that “my grace is sufficient for you” 
(2 Corinthians 12:9a). Even Paul needed to hear this reminder. He tells us, a thorn 
was given me in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7) that plagued him so much he asked God 
three times, “Why?” God’s reply was “my grace is sufficient for you” (2 Corinthians 
12:9). Paul came to the realization, when I am weak, then I am strong (2 Corinthians 
12:10b). If we are strong, we may soon depend on ourselves, but when we realize our 
weaknesses, we also realize our need to depend on Christ, who gives us strength.
Prayer: 
Lord, help me remember You are leading me each day. Give me the strength I need 
to accomplish Your purpose. Amen.
Sing: 
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” (LSB 722; LW 512)
Reader 2:
Sometimes we can have long periods of time when all is going well. We have a good 
job, no one in the family is sick, the children or grandchildren are doing well in 
school, and we begin to “rest on our laurels.” We begin to think we are successful 
because of all the hard work we have done. Then all of a sudden everything begins 
to fall apart. It may be a problem we have to deal with — perhaps a difficult situation 
at work or strife in the family. Maybe a storm has destroyed our home. Or a global 
pandemic has hit the world and we are forced to either stay home or adapt to new 
rules when we want to go somewhere. We cannot understand why God is allowing 
this to happen to us. After all, we go to church every Sunday and even attend Bible 
class or teach Sunday school. We ask over and over again: “Why is God allowing this 
to happen?” Then we open our Bibles and read these words: “For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and 
a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). God has a reason for all that happens in our life. But His 
plan is not always what we had in mind. There are times when the problem may not 
suddenly go away, but God will show us how to get through it. He will lift us up out 
of our despair. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 
proper time he may exalt you (1 Peter 5:6). We must begin to trust in the Lord for all 
things. He knows what is best for us.
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Prayer: 
Lord, sometimes I let the trials of this world take over my thoughts. I worry too 
much and forget to trust in You. Please strengthen my faith and remind me You have 
plans for me that will not harm me but will be for my good. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Sing:
“Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725)
Reader 3: 
We have talked about difficult times that may come into our lives and how God has 
promised to help us through them. But life is not always filled with problems. In  
Ecclesiastes 3:4 we read there is a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and 
a time to dance. God promises us times of happiness and times when we can rejoice. 
In Psalm 30:5b it says, Weeping may tarry for a night, but joy comes in the morning. 
Times like these could be in the form of graduation from high school or college. 
They could be when we fell in love and married the man of our dreams, or when we 
gave birth to a child. Later, when we see our children and grandchildren have happy 
times, we also rejoice. Or there could be solutions to problems we mentioned earlier. 
God has a purpose for these as well. Psalm 126:2–3 says, Then our mouth was filled 
with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then they said among the nations, “The 
Lord has done great things for them.” The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad. At 
such times we must remember to praise God and give God credit for bringing these 
joys into our hearts. These are blessings sent from God — not events that just hap-
pened to occur due to fate or luck. At such times we can rejoice and tell others about 
all the blessings God has given to us — especially sending His Son, Jesus, to save us 
from our sins.
Prayer: 
Thank You, heavenly Father, for all the blessings You have given to me. Thank You 
for all the times You have helped me through difficult situations. Thank You for all 
the times You provided favorable solutions to problems that came my way. The bless-
ings You have given me are numerous. Forgive me for the times I did not thank You 
or give You credit for what You have done for me. Fill my heart with joy and thanks-
giving. Help me to live so others know how great and loving You are and to see how 
You are always in control of my life and will do what is best for me. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
Sing: 
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” (LSB 806) 
Leader: 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! (Psalm 150:6).
Leader: 
It’s morning, it’s noon, it’s evening —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader: 
You’re happy, you’re sad, you’re busy —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader:
You’re a new Christian, you’re a lifelong believer, you’re a person of godly wisdom —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!
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Leader: 
Praise God! You made me!
All:  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14a).

Leader: 
Praise God! You redeemed me!
All:  
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name,  
you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1b).

Leader: 
Praise God for Jesus!
All:  
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices  
in God my Savior” (Luke 1:46b–47).

(This litany was adapted from the Mustard Seed Devotion: Living in Prayer. Written by 2003–2005 
LWML Christian Life Committee. 27/31 ©2005 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League)

Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, Jesus has paid for my sins, my soul praises You. You have promised 
to always be there, my soul praises You. When times are dark and my way is treach-
erous, You guide and protect me. My soul praises You for Your love and faithfulness. 
Help me to share my praise for You with others so they may also know You as their 
Lord and Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Sing: 
“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” (LSB 883; TLH 558; LW 484)
Prayer: “Luther’s Evening Prayer”
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Sing: 
“Now the Light Has Gone Away” (LSB 887; TLH 653; LW 503)

(Morning hymns and Luther’s Morning Prayer may be substituted to correspond 
with the appropriate time of day.)
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“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 

for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b).

Part 1 — Esther’s Story

Sing: 
“What God Ordains Is Always Good” (LSB 760:1, 4, 6; TLH 521; LW 422)

Read the following introduction.
“How fortunate I happened to be at the right place at the right time!”
“Boy, was I lucky that car didn’t broadside me when it ran the red light!”
“I wonder why I had such bad luck.” 
“Why did this happen to me?”

Is it just luck — good or bad — that make these things happen? Through this 
study we will see God is in control and we can trust Him completely, not only for 
our salvation — which Lutherans proclaim loud and clear — but also in our daily 
lives. As we study, think back to times when you said, “Boy, I was lucky” instead of, 
“I’ve been blessed by God.” There will be time at the end of this study to do some 
self-examining to remember times you have been blessed by God or perhaps 
times when things were not so good, yet you were aware of God’s presence.

Begin by looking at portions of Esther’s life leading up to the moment our text  
was spoken. 

Esther’s Story
Read Esther 1:10–12
(Naughty, naughty Vashti)
What did Queen Vashti do?
She refused to appear before the guests.

How did King Xerxes respond?
He was very angry.
Read Esther 1:16–19 (Power struggle)
What did the men fear regarding Vashti’s action?
That all women would follow suit and not obey their husbands.

What was their solution?
Get rid of Vashti and find a new queen.

Read Esther 2:2, 5–9
(Take matters into their own hands)
What did the men proceed to do?
They started searching the kingdom for candidates to be queen.

What opportunity did Mordecai see for his niece?
He saw the chance for her to become queen.

What increased her chances of becoming queen?
She was beautiful.
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What terrible thing had happened to Esther? (Bad event)
Her parents had died.

Who also took a liking to Esther? (Good thing)
Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the harem took a liking to Esther.

What kind of special treatment did she get?
Esther received special beauty treatments, food, and the best place in the harem.

Read Esther 2:17, 19–20
What was the outcome?
Esther was chosen to be queen.

Why do you think Esther kept the fact she was a Jew secret? (Intrigue)
The Jews were looked down upon. They were captured as slaves.

Read Esther 3:5–6
Into what kind of trouble did Mordecai get himself? (Faith tested)
He refused to kneel down to Haman and pay him honor.

What was the result of his action?
Haman plotted to kill not only Mordecai but all the Jews as well.

Read Esther 4:5–14
Why was Mordecai troubled? (Danger ahead)
Haman was going to kill all the Jews.

What was Esther urged to do?
Go to the king and persuade him to stop Haman.

Why did she hesitate? (Oh, oh, this might be foolish!)
If anyone approached the king without permission, they could be killed.

What was Mordecai’s warning?
Be careful, you are a Jew. Xerxes might kill you too!

What words of encouragement did Mordecai say to Esther?
“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this?” (Esther 4:14b)

Read Esther 8:11–13       
What was the final outcome? (Victory)
The Jews overcame their enemies.

Can we trace God’s hand in this story of Esther?
Although the name of God is not found in the book of Esther, we can see 
God’s plan and the purpose of Esther’s life. There were good times and 
troubled times, but God had a purpose for it all. If Esther’s parents had lived, 
Mordecai would not have been her guardian. Mordecai seems to have some 
contact with the government that gave him inside information. He was in 
trouble for not obeying Haman who then wanted to kill Mordecai and all the 
Jews. Esther endangered her life by asking to see King Xerxes. She then 
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persuaded Xerxes that Haman should be punished and not Mordecai. There-
by all the Jews were also spared.

What do the following passages tell us about God being in control of our lives?
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
God says He has plans for each of us — plans we can look forward to.

Ephesians 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of 
his will.
We have been chosen. Everything God plans for us is in accordance with 
His will for us. 

Prayer:  
Dear Heavenly Father, we have learned through Your Word that Esther was chosen 
for a special purpose. We learned how things happened earlier in her life and pre-
pared her for the purpose of saving the Hebrew nation from annihilation. Send your 
Holy Spirit into our hearts to help us trust You also have plans for us and will guide 
us to carry out the purpose You have chosen for us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 

for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b).

Part 2 — Joseph’s Story

Notice how Joseph had some ups and downs in his life — typical of most of our 
lives as well.  

Read Genesis 37:3–8
What made Joseph special to his father? (Upper)
He was a son born when Jacob was old. The passage doesn’t say this,  
but he was also the oldest son of Jacob’s favorite wife, Rachel.

How did Jacob (Israel) give him special treatment? (Upper)
He made him a coat of many colors.

What problems did this cause? (Downer)
The brothers were jealous and hated him for it.

What added to the problem? (Downer)
Joseph had two dreams that showed someday the brothers would be  
bowing down to him.

Read Genesis 37:13–14, 19–22, 26–27
What did Jacob ask Joseph to do?
Check up on his brothers to see if they needed anything.

What did the brothers plot to do? (Downer)
His brothers planned to kill Joseph.

How did Reuben try to rescue Joseph? (Upper)
He put him in a cistern, planning to later free him and send him home  
to his father.

What did the brothers do instead?
They sold him to some traders.

Read Genesis 39:1, 7, 11–20, 23
Where did Joseph end up? (Not totally bad)
Joseph was sold to Potiphar and was a slave in his house.

What good happened to him? (Upper)
He became the head servant.

What evil spoiled the whole thing? (Downer)
Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him.

What happened to Joseph?  (Downer)
He was thrown in prison.

How did God bless Joseph? (Upper)
The warden let Joseph do as he pleased, and it appears he was  
over other prisoners.
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Read Genesis 40:8b
What gift did God give to Joseph? (Upper)
Joseph was given the ability to interpret dreams.

Read Genesis 41:1, 15–16, 41–43, 48–49
Although Joseph is pictured as remaining faithful to God through all this 
turmoil, we wonder if, as a human being, Joseph ever thought God had 
forgotten him as he was still in prison two years after he interpreted the 
dreams of the two men.

Who then had a dream?
Pharaoh, head of the Egyptians, called for Joseph to interpret his dream.

To whom does Joseph give credit for interpreting the dream?(Upper)
Joseph gave the credit to God.

What was Joseph’s reward? (Upper)
He was given a high position in the government of Egypt; he eventually 
saved many lives when the famine struck because he had the people save 
grain in preparation for it.

Background information: 
By tracing the events in the life of Joseph, we can see how all the things that 
happened to Joseph were part of God’s plan to place him in a powerful place in 
the Egyptian government. It all started with his father showing favoritism to him, 
which made his brothers jealous. That led to their selling him to traders who took 
him to Egypt. He did well until Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him. When this failed, 
Potiphar believed his wife and threw Joseph in prison. Because he was in prison, 
he was able to interpret dreams of two of the inmates. One of the men was sent 
back to the palace. When Pharaoh had two strange dreams, this man remembered 
that Joseph had interpreted his dream. Thus, Joseph was sent to the palace and 
became an important person in the government. Through his direction, grain was 
stored when the crops produced abundantly. This gave them the ability to help not 
only the Egyptians but surrounding countries as well. Eventually, Jacob and all the 
brothers came to Egypt to live for 400 years. This was all part of God’s plan for His 
people. They became a large family who later were able to conquer Canaan as 
their own country. Joseph confessed to his brothers that God had planned for him 
to have this position.

Look at these passages again. What do they tell us about God being in control  
of our lives?

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
God says He has plans for each of us — plans we can look forward to. 

Ephesians 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel  
of his will.
We have been chosen. Everything God plans for us is in accordance  
with His will for us. 
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Sing: 
“Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725)
Prayer: 
Dear Father in heaven, we learned through Your word about Joseph, a man much 
loved by his father and yet hated by his brothers. For a time, life seemed rather cruel 
for him, yet we know he remained faithful to You through “thick and thin.” Help 
us to see as he saw at the end, that, even though his brothers meant evil, God had 
something very good planned for him. Send Your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith 
when things get rough, to trust God will always be with us, and to know that God 
has a plan and purpose for our lives.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Biblical Examples

Examples of God’s Plans for His People
There are many other examples in the Bible of how God played an important role 
in completing His plan for His people. Here are a few more.

Moses 
God brought up a leader who would eventually lead the Israelites out of Egypt. In 
order to control the Israelite population, Pharaoh sought to have all the male Isra-
elite babies killed. This led the mother of Moses to place her son in a waterproof 
basket among the reeds in the river. Pharaoh’s daughter found him and adopted 
him. When she needed someone to nurse the baby, his sister, Miriam, right away 
volunteered their mother. Children were nursed longer than they are today. This 
gave her the chance to instruct him about God. When he was old enough, he was 
taken into the palace, where he no doubt learned some things about governing 
a people. He received a more advanced education than he would have received 
within the Hebrew community. The training he got from his mother and from the 
palace helped to prepare him for the job God had for him to do. 

Ruth
The story of Ruth also shows God’s hand was involved. A tragedy struck in the 
form of a famine, which made Naomi and her family move to Moab. Again, tragedy 
struck when her husband and sons died. Naomi heard the famine was over and 
decided to return home where she had relatives to care for her. Naomi’s daughters-
in-law loved her dearly and wanted to return with her. Naomi thought that, if they 
were to ever find another husband, they should return to their own people, but Ruth 
decided to continue living with Naomi. When Ruth and Naomi got back to Canaan, 
Ruth was led to glean in the field of Boaz, whom she eventually married, and gave 
birth to a son, who in time became a part of the ancestry of Jesus. Again, this was 
God’s plan — which sometimes involved sadness and other times joy.

Paul and Silas
A New Testament example of how God took a bad thing to accomplish good, is 
found in the book of Acts, Chapter 16. Paul and Silas were thrown into prison for 
teaching about Jesus. They were obeying the command of Jesus, so being thrown 
into prison at first did not seem like it was part of God’s plan. But their faith did 
not waver and they sang hymns of thanksgiving. Then came an earthquake! One 
would think this would also be a little scary. The warden was worried the prisoners 
would escape and that would be the end of him. But he was surprised to find all the 
prisoners were in their cells. Paul and Silas took the opportunity to tell him about 
Jesus. The jailer and his family became believers and were baptized.

In the June/July 2020 issue of The Lutheran Witness, the Rev. Dr. Matthew Harri-
son poses the question, “Does God will and even cause suffering?” He begins with 
Jesus. God planned from the beginning that His Son Jesus would suffer and die for 
the sins of all people. True, he used humans to expedite the suffering, crucifixion, 
and death of Jesus, but it was God’s will this occur. He also cites Paul who wrote, 
a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me 
from becoming conceited …. But he said to me “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:7b, 9a). So, here Paul  
is saying it was God’s will for him to have this “thorn” to keep him from being  
conceited and to help him to trust in God for everything. At the time we are  
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suffering, we may not know the reason for it. However, there are times when we 
look back on our lives and can see the whole picture of the purpose certain events 
had for us.

Jesus
There are other examples of God’s perfect timing. One of these is the timing of 
Jesus’ birth. Why would God choose to send Jesus at the time that He did? Here 
are a few possible reasons:

 •  At this time, the Jews seem to have a strong belief in God. In much of the Old 
Testament, they had a history of falling away from God and then repenting, 
over and over again. God always mercifully forgave them. So, at the time of 
Jesus’ birth was one of the times many of the people believed in God.

 •  But there were factions — two main groups called the Pharisees and the  
Sadducees. The Pharisees were big on obeying the law, while the Saddu-
cees did not believe in the resurrection of the body. The Pharisees believed 
obedience to the Law was what united them as a nation under God, while the 
Sadducees believed service in the temple marked them as God’s people and 
united them. They celebrated all the festivals and were reminded that God 
made them His people.

 •  Rome was a strong ruler and would quickly suppress any revolts. The Jews 
did not like being suppressed; the Romans were tolerant of their religion and 
did not interfere with their religious activities.

 •  The Zealots rejected Roman rule and were looking for a Messiah who would 
help them overthrow Rome. They were probably part of the crowd on Palm 
Sunday who called Jesus “King.” The Pharisees, however, believed the  
Messiah would come in the clouds and with glory, to establish an eternal,  
super, earthly kingdom.

These facts help us see why they had trouble accepting Jesus as Messiah. He 
didn’t meet any of their ideas of what the Messiah would be. When they crucified 
Jesus, they had no idea He was the true Messiah because He was not what they 
expected. If He had been, they would not have crucified Him and God’s plan of 
salvation would not have taken place in the manner in which it occurred.

Spreading the Gospel was easier at this time due to all the roads the Romans built. 
They made it easier to travel to countries other than Israel. The Romans controlled 
so much land that they, more or less, united that part of the world.

Synagogues had been established. They are never mentioned in the Old Testa-
ment but having them made it easier for the people to be reminded on a weekly 
basis what God had done for them in the past. Here they heard the Old Testament 
Scripture read. Jesus sometimes taught there. The early missionaries would seek 
the Jewish synagogues to preach the Gospel to the Jews. Later they extended 
themselves to the Gentiles as well.

The following are some post-Biblical examples of God’s plans being facilitated. 
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Martin Luther
In the late 1400’s and the 1500’s, God saw a need for reforming His church. It 
had become corrupt in many ways and had strayed from many Biblical teachings. 
Along came Martin Luther. In many respects, Luther was a man created for this 
time. His birth in 1483 came at a time of political, social, technical, and educational 
changes. It was also when the oppressive feudalism of the Middle Ages collided 
with the liberating ideas of the Renaissance.

With the Renaissance came a surge of interest in classical scholarship and values. 
New continents were discovered. (In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue.) Such 
things as paper, the printing press, the mariner’s compass, and gunpowder were 
invented. To the scholars and thinkers of the day, it was a time of learning and wis-
dom after a long period of cultural decline and stagnation.

Luther was a unique individual who was not afraid to express his ideas, confront 
the high officials in the church, and remind people of the great doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith in the Bible. He was also a man who valued “thinking freely.” So, his 
questioning whether or not he was good enough to please God and go to heaven 
led him to study Scripture. He discovered all that was required to be “good enough” 
was to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. The important thing was people’s faith in 
Christ and how they lived in response to the gift of faith every day. His teachings 
paved the way for public education; he thought females should be educated. Since 
people were learning to read, he translated the Bible from Latin into German — the 
language of the people of Germany. 

He took advantage of being a “prisoner” and used the time to translate the Bible 
and write numerous books, including the small catechism. What could have been 
a low point in his life, he turned into a valuable one. A return to the teachings of the 
Bible, which included salvation by faith alone, became the foundation of a reformed 
church.

Corrie ten Boom
This is an even more recent example of how God used a negative experience, her 
time in prison, for His purposes. Corrie was able to witness to the other prisoners. 
She snuck in a Bible and at one point said she was thankful for lice because the 
guards did not want to go near her for fear they would be infected. Because of this 
she could study the Bible with the other women. She later wrote several books 
and, after her release, was able to share her faith with many groups of people.
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“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b).

Part 3 — What Does This Mean for Us? [Our Story]

INTRODUCTION 
In Parts 1 and 2 we learned how God led people to accomplish His will for a spe-
cific purpose. We also learned God picks certain times for certain things to happen 
that will further the spread of the Word. Martin Luther and Corrie ten Boom were in 
“the right place at the right time” to expedite God’s plan.

Sing: 
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” (LSB 722; LW 512)
LOOKING AT SCRIPTURE
What do these passages tell us about God being in control of our lives?

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
God says He has plans for each of us — plans we can look forward to.

Ephesians 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of 
his will.
We have been chosen. Everything that God plans for us is in accordance 
with His will for us. 

Read Jeremiah 1:4–10 
When did God’s plan for Jeremiah begin?
Before he was even conceived. 

What was Jeremiah to become?
Jeremiah was to become a prophet.

How did Jeremiah feel about this?
Uncertain — his thoughts — “I don’t think I can do this. I am not a public 
speaker.”

How did God solve the problem?
God touched his mouth and said — I put the words you need to speak in 
your mouth. Now go and do what I have planned for you.

Can we relate to this? Do we ever feel we cannot do something we have been asked 
to do? God may have such plans for us. Be ready to carry out His will.

Read Proverbs 16:9 
We can make plans, but God determines where we go and what we do.

Knowing God has plans for us and is in control of our lives, how should we react? 
Look at the following texts for the answers.   
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Isaiah 41:10 
Do not be afraid. God will help us and hold us up with his right hand.

Proverbs 3:5–6 
Trust in God with our whole heart.

Psalm 27:14 
Be patient. We may not always know what all God has in store for us. He 
may reveal it in pieces — just like he did for Joseph.

Philippians 4:13 
Since God is in control, He will also give us the strength and ability to do 
what He wants us to do.

Romans 8:28 
With God in control, everything that happens to us will work for our good.

God has a plan for each of us, which eventually unfolds in His time and manner. 
His plans and purposes surface at exactly the right time. We saw how the plans 
unfolded for Esther, Joseph, Moses, Ruth, and Paul and Silas. Even after biblical 
times, we can see how God had special plans for Martin Luther.

Personal examples of God leading the author, Miriam Maassel Neumann, 
through various stages in her life:

I wanted to become a Lutheran school teacher since second grade. I always 
planned to go to Concordia, River Forest (now Chicago), which was the closest col-
lege to my home. But when I applied in 1958, I was told the college had so many 
applications from women that there was not enough room to house them. So, on 
the advice of my Latin teacher, who happened to be a Lutheran pastor, I chose to 
go to Concordia, St. Paul, Minnesota. It was there, I met the man who would even-
tually become my husband — after seven years of courtship — much of which was 
done by letters. (No email back then, nor cell phones with free long distance calls.) 
My first teaching assignment was in Brentwood, Missouri, which was only 10 min-
utes from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, where my husband-to-be was 
a student. God had plans for me to be a pastor’s wife. If I had gone to River Forest 
for my first two years of college, I may not have met a future pastor.

Since Concordia, St. Paul, was a two-year college at that time, God led me to 
finish my education at Concordia, River Forest, where I took many elective classes 
on different books of the Bible. He had a reason for this as well. After serving a 
church in northern Nebraska for several years, God led my husband to accept a 
call to Norfolk, Nebraska, where several women persuaded me to teach a women’s 
Bible study group. I was timid at the time and was afraid to teach adults, and be-
sides, I had a baby to care for. But the women kept encouraging me. It all worked 
well, as the baby took long afternoon naps. He would be asleep when the women 
came to my house. He usually slept the whole time so the lesson could be com-
pleted without interruption. This was the beginning of my teaching Bible classes in 
every parish where my husband served as pastor. 
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Leader’s Guide

REFLECTING
In looking back at your life, can you see God’s hand in events that occurred?
Share experiences where you can now see the hand of God in your life.
Many times, we do not notice God is guiding us through some task He has select-
ed for us. But afterwards we can see how His plan worked. Keep in mind, there 
is no such thing as “luck.” Luck implies good or bad things just happen. God is 
always in control. Instead of saying, “I was so lucky to find a parking place close 
to the door,” we can say God has blessed us, and thank Him. Or, if our lives take 
an unexpected turn in a direction we did not plan to go, we can ask God to give us 
the strength to see us through. Trust in the Lord with all your heart (Proverbs 3:5) 
because He has a special plan for each of us.
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Leader’s Guide

Closing Devotion — God’s Time

Sing: 
“Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725)
Responsive Reading:

Leader: 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! (Psalm 150:6).
Leader: 
It’s morning, it’s noon, it’s evening —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader: 
You’re happy, you’re sad, you’re busy —
All: It’s the right time to praise God!
Leader:
You’re a new Christian, you’re a lifelong believer, you’re a person of godly wisdom —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader: 
Praise God! You made me!
All:  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14a).

Leader: 
Praise God! You redeemed me!
All:  
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name,  
you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1b).

Leader: 
Praise God for Jesus!
All: 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices  
in God my Savior” (Luke 1:46b–47).

Sing: 
“Give Thanks” (LSB 806)
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, Jesus has paid for my sins, my soul praises You. You have promised 
to always be there, my soul praises You. When times are dark and my way is treach-
erous, You guide and protect me. My soul praises You for Your love and faithfulness. 
Help me to share my praise for You with others so they may also know You as their 
Lord and Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Leader: 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope (Romans 15:13).

(This litany was adapted from the Mustard Seed Devotion: Living in Prayer. Written by 2003–2005 LWML 
Christian Life Committee. 27/31 ©2005 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League)

Bible verses are taken from the ESV translation unless otherwise noted.
For Such a Time as This by Miriam Maassel Neumann, Indianapolis, Indiana

Published by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2021. lwml.org
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Leader’s Guide

Optional Retreat Information

This Bible study adapts nicely to a retreat package. Below is the sample agenda 
for a two-day retreat. It could also be presented as a one-day retreat by combining 
Bible study sessions one and two in the morning and using session three in the 
afternoon. 

SAMPLE AGENDA

First Evening
Time to Eat   
Time for Fellowship   
Time for Singing   
Time for Studying God’s Word — Part 1  
Time for Games and Fellowship
Time to Sleep

Second Day
Time to Eat Breakfast   Finish by 8:30 a.m.
Time to Sing Praises  (Your choice)   8:30 –   8:45 a.m.
Time to Study God’s Word — Part 2   8:45 – 10:15 a.m.
Time to Sing Praises  (Your choice) 10:15 – 10:30 a.m.
Time for Break 10:30 – 10:45 a.m.
Time for Mission Project (or Crafts) 10:45 – 11:30 a.m.
Time to Eat Lunch 11:30 – 12:30 p.m.
Time for a Walk 12:30 –   1:00 p.m.
Time to Sing Praises  (Your choice)   1:00 –   1:15 p.m.
Time to Study God’s Word — Part 3   1:15 –   2:30 p.m.
Time to Close   2:30 –   2:45 p.m.

Times can be adjusted; the retreat could be completed in a one day by shorten-
ing some of the times. Large crowds may be divided into smaller groups to work 
through the passages; then unite again to discuss their answers.

MISSION/CRAFT PROJECT
On the following page is the graphic found throughout this study. You may color or 
use this for a craft project of your choice. 

Crosses can be cut from used greeting card fronts and Bible verses can be written 
on the back. These are especially useful in prison ministry. This idea originated 
with the Prison Ministry group in the Southern Illinois District. Choose a project that 
works for your group. There are many mission service activity ideas at lwml.org.

For Such a Time as This by Miriam Maassel Neumann, Indianapolis, Indiana
Published by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2021

lwml.org
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“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b).


