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Opening Devotion — God’s Time

Leader: 
Time — something that cannot be contained. It can be measured in seconds, min-
utes, hours, days, weeks, months, years, decades, centuries, and even millennia. 
It just keeps going, and going, and going. Sometimes we don’t have enough of it 
and other times too much. Once it is gone, we can never get it back. We talk about 
making up for lost time, but all that means is we try to cram many things into a 
shortened period of time. Even though sometimes it seems like time flies, an hour is 
an hour. What we do with it determines how much we accomplish. Sometimes, for 
example, when we are recovering from illness or surgery, time just does not go by 
quickly enough as we are eager to get back to our regular routines. Other times we 
get so involved in what we are doing, we suddenly realize a lot of time has gone by. 
But God is always in control.
Reader 1:
 Sometimes we may be plagued by a chronic condition — pain will not go away, or an 
illness is hard to cure. We need to be reminded that “my grace is sufficient for you” 
(2 Corinthians 12:9a). Even Paul needed to hear this reminder. He tells us, a thorn 
was given me in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7) that plagued him so much he asked God 
three times, “Why?” God’s reply was “my grace is sufficient for you” (2 Corinthians 
12:9). Paul came to the realization, when I am weak, then I am strong (2 Corinthians 
12:10b). If we are strong, we may soon depend on ourselves, but when we realize our 
weaknesses, we also realize our need to depend on Christ, who gives us strength.
Prayer: 
Lord, help me remember You are leading me each day. Give me the strength I need 
to accomplish Your purpose. Amen.
Sing: 
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” (LSB 722; LW 512)
Reader 2:
Sometimes we can have long periods of time when all is going well. We have a good 
job, no one in the family is sick, the children or grandchildren are doing well in 
school, and we begin to “rest on our laurels.” We begin to think we are successful 
because of all the hard work we have done. Then all of a sudden everything begins 
to fall apart. It may be a problem we have to deal with — perhaps a difficult situation 
at work or strife in the family. Maybe a storm has destroyed our home. Or a global 
pandemic has hit the world and we are forced to either stay home or adapt to new 
rules when we want to go somewhere. We cannot understand why God is allowing 
this to happen to us. After all, we go to church every Sunday and even attend Bible 
class or teach Sunday school. We ask over and over again: “Why is God allowing this 
to happen?” Then we open our Bibles and read these words: “For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and 
a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). God has a reason for all that happens in our life. But His 
plan is not always what we had in mind. There are times when the problem may not 
suddenly go away, but God will show us how to get through it. He will lift us up out 
of our despair. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 
proper time he may exalt you (1 Peter 5:6). We must begin to trust in the Lord for all 
things. He knows what is best for us.
Prayer: 
Lord, sometimes I let the trials of this world take over my thoughts. I worry too 
much and forget to trust in You. Please strengthen my faith and remind me You have 
plans for me that will not harm me but will be for my good. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Sing:
“Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725)
Reader 3: 
We have talked about difficult times that may come into our lives and how God has 
promised to help us through them. But life is not always filled with problems. In Ec-
clesiastes 3:4 we read there is a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 
time to dance. God promises us times of happiness and times when we can rejoice. In 
Psalm 30:5b it says, Weeping may tarry for a night, but joy comes in the morning. Times 
like these could be in the form of graduation from high school or college. They could 
be when we fell in love and married the man of our dreams, or when we gave birth 
to a child. Later, when we see our children and grandchildren have happy times, we 
also rejoice. Or there could be solutions to problems we mentioned earlier. God has a 
purpose for these as well. Psalm 126:2–3 says, Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with shouts of joy; then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done 
great things for them.” The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad. At such 
times we must remember to praise God and give God credit for bringing these joys 
into our hearts. These are blessings sent from God — not events that just happened 
to occur due to fate or luck. At such times we can rejoice and tell others about all the 
blessings God has given to us — especially sending His Son, Jesus, to save us from 
our sins.
Prayer: 
Thank You, heavenly Father, for all the blessings You have given to me. Thank You 
for all the times You have helped me through difficult situations. Thank You for all 
the times You provided favorable solutions to problems that came my way. The bless-
ings You have given me are numerous. Forgive me for the times I did not thank You 
or give You credit for what You have done for me. Fill my heart with joy and thanks-
giving. Help me to live so others know how great and loving You are and to see how 
You are always in control of my life and will do what is best for me. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
Sing: 
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” (LSB 806) 
Leader: 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! (Psalm 150:6).
Leader: 
It’s morning, it’s noon, it’s evening —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader: 
You’re happy, you’re sad, you’re busy —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader:
You’re a new Christian, you’re a lifelong believer, you’re a person of godly wisdom —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader: 
Praise God! You made me!
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All:  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14a).

Leader: 
Praise God! You redeemed me!
All:  
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name,  
you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1b).

Leader: 
Praise God for Jesus!
All:  
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices  
in God my Savior” (Luke 1:46b–47).

(This litany was adapted from the Mustard Seed Devotion: Living in Prayer. Written by 2003–2005 
LWML Christian Life Committee. 27/31 ©2005 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League)

Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, Jesus has paid for my sins, my soul praises You. You have promised 
to always be there, my soul praises You. When times are dark and my way is treach-
erous, You guide and protect me. My soul praises You for Your love and faithfulness. 
Help me to share my praise for You with others so they may also know You as their 
Lord and Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Sing: 
“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” (LSB 883; TLH 558; LW 484)
Prayer: “Luther’s Evening Prayer”
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Sing: 
“Now the Light Has Gone Away” (LSB 887; TLH 653; LW 503)
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“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 

for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b).

Part 1 — Esther’s Story

Sing: 
“What God Ordains Is Always Good” (LSB 760:1, 4, 6; TLH 521; LW 422)
 
Read Esther 1:10–12
What did Queen Vashti do?

How did King Xerxes respond?

 
Read Esther 1:16–19
What did the men fear regarding Vashti’s action?

What was their solution?

 
Read Esther 2:2, 5–9
What did the men proceed to do?

What opportunity did Mordecai see for his niece?

What increased her chances of becoming queen?
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What terrible thing had happened to Esther? 

Who also took a liking to Esther? 

What kind of special treatment did she get?

Read Esther 2:17, 19–20
What was the outcome?

Why do you think Esther kept the fact she was a Jew secret? 

Read Esther 3:5–6
Into what kind of trouble did Mordecai get himself? 

What was the result of his action?

Read Esther 4:5–14
Why was Mordecai troubled? 

What was Esther urged to do?
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Why did she hesitate? 

What was Mordecai’s warning?

What words of encouragement did Mordecai say to Esther?

Read Esther 8:11–13       
What was the final outcome?

Can we trace God’s hand in this story of Esther?

What do the following passages tell us about God being in control of our lives? 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

Ephesians 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 
to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will.
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Prayer:  
Dear Heavenly Father, we have learned through Your Word that Esther was chosen for 
a special purpose. We learned how things happened earlier in her life and prepared her 
for the purpose of saving the Hebrew nation from annihilation. Send your Holy Spirit 
into our hearts to help us trust You also have plans for us and will guide us to carry out 
the purpose You have chosen for us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 

for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b).

Part 2 — Joseph’s Story

Notice how Joseph had some ups and downs in his life — typical of most of our 
lives as well.  

Read Genesis 37:3–8
What made Joseph special to his father? 

How did Jacob (Israel) give him special treatment? 

What problems did this cause? 

What added to the problem? 

Read Genesis 37:13–14, 19–22, 26–27
What did Jacob ask Joseph to do?

What did the brothers plot to do?

How did Reuben try to rescue Joseph? 

What did the brothers do instead?
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Read Genesis 39:1, 7, 11–20, 23
Where did Joseph end up? 

What good happened to him? 

What evil spoiled the whole thing? 

What happened to Joseph?  

How did God bless Joseph? 

Read Genesis 40:8b
What gift did God give to Joseph? 

Read Genesis 41:1, 15–16, 41–43, 48–49

Who then had a dream?

To whom does Joseph give credit for interpreting the dream?

What was Joseph’s reward? 
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Look at these passages again. What do they tell us about God being in control  
of our lives?
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

 
Ephesians 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 
to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will.

 
Sing: 
“Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725)
Prayer: 
Dear Father in heaven, we learned through Your word about Joseph, a man much 
loved by his father and yet hated by his brothers. For a time, life seemed rather cruel 
for him, yet we know he remained faithful to You through “thick and thin.” Help 
us to see as he saw at the end, that, even though his brothers meant evil, God had 
something very good planned for him. Send Your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith 
when things get rough, to trust God will always be with us, and to know that God 
has a plan and purpose for our lives.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b).

Part 3 — What Does This Mean for Us? [Our Story]

INTRODUCTION 

Sing: 
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” (LSB 722; LW 512)

LOOKING AT SCRIPTURE
What do these passages tell us about God being in control of our lives?
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

 
Ephesians 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according-
to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will.

  
Read Jeremiah 1:4–10 
When did God’s plan for Jeremiah begin?

What was Jeremiah to become?

How did Jeremiah feel about this?

How did God solve the problem?
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Can we relate to this? Do we ever feel we cannot do something we have been asked 
to do? God may have such plans for us. Be ready to carry out His will.

Read Proverbs 16:9 
Knowing God has plans for us and is in control of our lives, how should we react? 
Look at the following texts for the answers.   
Isaiah 41:10 

Proverbs 3:5–6 

Psalm 27:14 

Philippians 4:13 

Romans 8:28 
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REFLECTING
In looking back at your life, can you see God’s hand in events that occurred?
Share experiences where you can now see the hand of God in your life.
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Closing Devotion — God’s Time
Sing: 
“Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725)
Responsive Reading:

Leader: 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! (Psalm 150:6).
Leader: 
It’s morning, it’s noon, it’s evening —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader: 
You’re happy, you’re sad, you’re busy —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader:
You’re a new Christian, you’re a lifelong believer, you’re a person of godly wisdom —
All:  
It’s the right time to praise God!

Leader: 
Praise God! You made me!
All:  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14a).

Leader: 
Praise God! You redeemed me!
All:  
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name,  
you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1b).

Leader: 
Praise God for Jesus!
All:  
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices  
in God my Savior”  (Luke 1:46b–47).

Sing: 
“Give Thanks” (LSB 806)
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, Jesus has paid for my sins, my soul praises You. You have promised 
to always be there, my soul praises You. When times are dark and my way is treach-
erous, You guide and protect me. My soul praises You for Your love and faithfulness. 
Help me to share my praise for You with others so they may also know You as their 
Lord and Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Leader: 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope (Romans 15:13).

(This litany was adapted from the Mustard Seed Devotion: Living in Prayer. Written by  
2003–2005 LWML Christian Life Committee. 27/31 ©2005 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League)
Bible verses are taken from the ESV translation unless otherwise noted. For Such a Time as This by  

Miriam Maassel Neumann, Indianapolis, Indiana. Published by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2021 
lwml.org
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“And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b).


