
T he God-given gi�s of Nancy Graf Peters have blessed readers of 
the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly magazine for the past 14 years. 
Through her dedicated service, thousands of women and men have 

continued to read a faith-filled magazine, benefit from rich devotions, and 
grow through its in-depth Bible studies. It’s impossible to measure the 
blessings the past 56 issues may have generated, but it is possible to share a 
few words of thanks received for Nancy’s years of service to LWML.

I am blessed to have worked with Nancy from the begin-
ning of her editorial leadership and ten more years as we 
navigated new territory, new layouts, and a bigger maga-

zine! Her faithful leadership still brings so much innovation, 
beauty and truth — His truth! — into the magazine. She 

always gave writers freedom to create, as well as gentle 
reminders that Christ is at the center of it all. I learned 

much from Nancy about details, editing, and proofing. She 
also modeled joy in service to the LWML. I can still picture 

our team sitting around a conference table in St. Louis and 
brainstorming. Would the stories come in on time? Would 

we find writers? Themes? Nancy would lean back in her 
chair and say, “Jehovah-Jireh.” These words still echo in 
my heart whenever I sit down to write. God will provide. 
Thank you, Nancy, for 14 years of faithful service as the 

editor of the Quarterly and for your friendship.

Beth Foreman, LWQ Features Editor, 2005–2015

I wanted to express my appreciation for Nancy’s 
commitment to Lutheran Women in Mission. I first 

remember her as a district president while I was LWML 
President. She was always honest, resourceful, creative, and 

committed first to our LWML and, of course, her Atlantic 
District. We are grateful for her many years of service to 

each of us but especially to our Lord and Savior, Jesus. Her 
work over the years, in all phases of the Quarterly, 

was exemplary. Her love for all of us was always evident.

Gloria Edwards, LWML Past President 1995–1999

Nancy saw God's hand in every nook and cranny of each 
issue and had the confident faith that He would provide 
stories women need to hear. She made sure that the face 
of the LWML was portrayed in many ages, colors, walks of 
life, and levels of faith. She wanted the women of the LCMS 
to know that the Quarterly wasn't there to make them live 
up to some perfect, Christian expectations, but that we 
have a loving God that meets our needs, despite ourselves 
and our circumstances. I will miss her eloquent, imaginative 
interpretations of my layouts and our long editing sessions 
where I learned more from her about grammar and 
punctuation than I ever wanted to know. I will miss her 
leadership, her motherly patience, and fierce care she took 
with everyone on the sta�, and I anticipate, with joy, her 
generous hugs and beautiful smile at future conventions.

Amy Gill, LWQ Graphic Editor, 2012–present 

Jehovah-Jireh. The Lord Will Provide …
AND PROVIDE HE DID! B Y  L I N D A  G U T E R E Z

Nancy, you took ordinary words and ideas, sprinkled them 
with God’s love, and wove them into a magazine that honored 
Christ first and foremost. You showed how God enabled each 
woman to joyfully share His grace through grants, prayers, and 
personal outreach. Thank you for your excellent work and for 
the special encouragement you shared with me. May God bless 
you as He provides new opportunities for you to serve Him.

Carolyn Blum, LWQ News Editor, 2007–2011

Nancy has been a blessing to the LWML, making sure the 
Quarterly is consistently a top notch publication. When I 

was assigned to work with her, she wasn't too sure about 
this guy from Texas, but we managed to hit it o� and 

work well together. I have a great appreciation for who 
she is and all she has done for Jesus. 

Pastor Mike Mattil, LWML Pastoral Counselor, 2007–2011

I so enjoyed working with Nancy. Working through Doctrinal 
Review was seamless; we were always on the same page. 
Nancy used suggestions for improvement and kept God in 
the center of it all. Well done! God bless you with joy and 
contentment in all that He allows you to do for the LWML.

Pastor Bob Mundahl, LWML Pastoral Counselor, 2015–2019
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I loved every minute that I served on 

the LWQ sta�. A smile was on my face 

each time I sat at my computer. 

I loved serving Christ in that wonderful, 

sometimes miraculous, way. I'm not 

sure what lies ahead, in just a couple 

of weeks' time, I've had numerous 

opportunities to serve Him. I thank 

Him for this sweet time in my life and 

for all the joys He brings. 

I do admit I will miss watching the 

exciting way He orchestrates each 

issue, but I praise Him for giving me 

these years that lie ahead to enjoy life 

in new and unexpected ways. 

With more love for all of you all than 

I can possibly convey,

 Nancy Graf Peters

I have been ever so grateful for Nancy's patient mentoring of me 
these past four years. Her discernment from assigning stories to the 
editing and doctrinal review process gave me a greater confidence 
to prepare and write articles for the Quarterly. Her God-given gifts 
and talents reached far beyond editing as she truly is a mentor and 
guide to me — as a writer, an editor, and a sister in Christ.

Becky Wehrspann, Features Editor, 2015–present

Jehovah-Jireh. The Lord Will Provide …
AND PROVIDE HE DID!

LWQ sta� from 2015–2019 
Sharon Rapp, Linda Guterez, 

Becky Wehrspann, 
Amy Gill, Cheri Fish, 

Nancy Graf Peters (front, 
center), Sheila Lutz

B Y  L I N D A  G U T E R E Z

Your Role is 
Important
B Y  A L M A  K E R N

Lord Jesus, I am only a tiny 
cog in a world of wheels.

The chores I have to do 
today will not take a great 
amount of skill. They 
require patience, endurance.

Lord, help me remember 
You love me. I am special. 
I’m precious in Your sight.

There is a purpose for my life. 
You put me where I am 
because you have things 
for me to do. You depend 
on me to serve my neighbor.

What I am doing for the 
least of them I am doing 
for You. I depend on You 
to cheer me on.

Dear Savior, lubricate 
me with the oil of Your 
forgiving love so the world runs 
more smoothly because of me.

I am an important cog  
in a world of wheels.

A new commandment I give you 
that you love one another; even 
as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another, By this all 
men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for 
one another (John 13:34 NIV).

We love because He first 
loved us … he who does not 
love his brother whom he has 
seen, cannot love God Whom 
he has not seen. And this 
commandment we have from 
Him, that he who loves God 
should love his brother also 
(1 John 4:19–21 NIV).

Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you … 
(Luke 6:27 NIV).

From You Make a Di�erence 
by Alma Kern

I love my Yankee fan’s companion. She taught me to listen to people's 
“heart songs.” The Quarterly is a stellar magazine because of this sweet 
lady's talents and dedication. 

Cheryl Mattil, Christian Living Editor, 2009–2015

Nancy, What a marvelous editor of the Quarterly you have been for us! Praise 
and thanks be to God when you said yes to that 2005 call. Having served 
together with you as a district president, Vice President of Communication, and 
also on six mission teams, I know your heart has always been geared toward 
MISSION. Thus the fit for you as the Quarterly editor was perfect. My favorite 
part was always your introduction to what the theme for the issue would be and 
your everyday thoughts and experiences were so matched with those various 
themes over the years. You worked everything to our mission as individuals, 
societies, and districts of Lutheran Women in Mission. Nancy Graf Peters, you 
have been a great Quarterly editor, missionary, friend, and sister in the Lord. 

Sandy Hardies, Vice President of Communication, 2003–2007
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