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What Is Love? 
Devotion  

 

 

[Please provide: musical accompaniment if singing; copies of the devotion for attendees.]   

 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 

nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, 

I gain nothing.  

 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 

rejoices with the trust. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. 

 

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as 

for knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the 

perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 

like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now 

we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 

even as I have been fully known. 

 

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love 

(1 Corinthians 13).   

  

There are two months of the year when thoughts seem to turn to love. One of those months is 

February because of Valentine’s Day, and the other is June since it is associated with so 

many weddings. But, what is love?  

 

You may hear phrases such as, “I love my new car!” “I just love her hair!” “I love you!” We 

often become so attached to things in this world that we say we “love” them. However, the 

word love is usually associated with relationships. Certainly, 1 Corinthians 13 gives a 

wonderful description of what love is and what it is not. The ancient Greeks also must have 

known about love, since they had three different words for love, depending on the context in 

which the word was being used. 

 

Agape (ἀγάπη) is the highest, most exalted love, characterized by selflessness and giving of 

oneself. It expects nothing in return. This is God’s unconditional love and the love that St. 

Paul urged Christians to manifest in 1 Corinthians 13.   

 

Philos (φίλος) means friendly love. This kind of love involves give and take. It exists 

between two friends. Philadelphia (φίλος: friend(ly) + άδελφός: brother), the city of brotherly 

love, got its name from these two Greek words.   
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Eros (ἔρως) is romantic love. Plato, the Greek philosopher, is credited with assigning this 

meaning to the word.   

 

Sadly, because of sin, we are not able to fulfill the high expectations of the definition of love 

in 1 Corinthians 13. We fail to love each other the way we should. We often fall short of the 

goal. But, there is One who loves us with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3). The love God 

has for us never fails. Psalm 32:10b tells us, the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the man who 

trusts in Him. Because of God’s great, undeserved, and never-ending love for us, we have an 

example of love that we can emulate and strive to achieve. It was this love for us that caused 

the Father to send Jesus into the world to suffer and die for our sins and to raise to life again, 

so that we may be forgiven and live eternally. This example provides us with the model to 

love others. By the Holy Spirit’s working in us, we are able to love …because He first loved 

us (1 John 4:19). God’s love to us is the whole reason we are capable of loving to any degree.   

 

Optional Discussion Questions:  

In what ways have you experienced any of the three types of loves described by the three 

Greek words?   

 

 

How do others show love to you? 

 

 

How do you show love to others? 

 

 

What are some ways the LWML extends agape and philos to others?   

 

 

 

Close by singing or praying together the first verse of “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.”  

 

   Love Divine, all loves excelling 

   Joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 

   Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

   All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

   Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

   Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

   Visit us with Thy salvation, 

   Enter ev’ry trembling heart.  

     LSB 700, TLH 351, LW 286 

 
Scripture references are from the NIV. 
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