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JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
Christmas Devotion 

 
 
[Please provide: hymnals for attendees; an accompanist. You may also mark certain 
sections to be read by several readers, providing them with copies of the devotion.] 

 
[Props: This devotional is most effective if you provide either an Advent wreath or just 
4 candles plus a white candle, which can represent the Christ candle. Also, beforehand, 
pass out to your group small candles with a drip sleeve.]  

 

 
It’s beginning to look like Christmas! Lights and decorations seem to be everywhere, 
inside and outside of our buildings. THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS COMING! Who 
is the Light? Why did He come? How do we fit into this story of lights? 

 
Let’s hear the Christmas message in a different way. Let’s consider a major Biblical 
contrast: Light vs. Darkness. From the Scriptures and through every hymn, let’s see the 
Light of the World. 

 
In the beginning … God said, “Let there be light” and there was light. And God saw that 
the light was good. And he separated the light from the darkness (Genesis 1:1, 3–4). Then 
God continued with His creation until He pronounced all of it to be good. The first humans 
lived in His world in perfect harmony with all creation and in perfect peace with the 
Creator. We can almost imagine the smiling face of God shining upon His beautiful world. 

 
Then sin entered the perfect world. Satan, also known as the Prince of Darkness, brought 
disobedience, pain, loss of perfection, and every kind of evil inclination. 

 
But God in His mercy promised to send a Light, someone who could conquer all the darkness 
of sin. And those who believed this promise, as do we, watched and waited. 
 
Hymn: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (LSB 334; TLH 58; LW 19) 
 
Darkness (Room is completely darkened. Leader may ask group to name deeds of 
darkness, or leader may list evil things around us, in our world, in our hearts.) 

 
(Someone strikes a match.) But no amount of darkness can quench even a small light! 

 
Light the first Advent candle 

 
God renewed His promise of a Savior to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who was renamed Israel. 
The people of Israel longed for deliverance when they were slaves in Egypt. Even 
there God demonstrated His power over darkness. He sent “darkness” over Egypt — 
darkness that can be felt — So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was 
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pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. They did not see one another, nor did 
anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where they 
lived (Exodus 10:22–23).  
 
God took care of His own. 

 
This was the 9th plague. After the 10th, the killing of the firstborn, Moses led the people out 
of bondage. And how did God lead His people? By a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire at night. So, in this way God provided warmth and light at night. 
 

Hymn: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” (LSB 357:6; TLH 62:3; LW 31:6) 

Light the second Advent candle 
 
David and other psalmists praised God in these words: 

• For it is you who light my lamp; the LORD my God lightens my darkness (Psalm18:28). 
• The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear (Psalm 27:1)? 
• For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, that I may walk 

before God in the light of life (Psalm 56:13). 
• Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path (Psalm 119:105). 

 
Light the third Advent candle 

 
Then Isaiah encouraged and prophesied: 

• O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD (Isaiah 2:5). 
• The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 

land of deep darkness, on them has light shined (Isaiah 9:2). 
• I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 

earth (Isaiah 49:6b). 
• Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples; but the 
LORD will rise upon you and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall 
come to your light and kings to the brightness of your rising (Isaiah 60:1–3). 

 
Light the fourth Advent candle 

 
Micah said, But as for me, I will look to the LORD; I will wait for God of my salvation; my 
God will hear me … when I sit in darkness, the LORD will be a light to me (Micah 7:7,8b). 

Finally, the time had come! Jesus came!  

Hymn: “We Praise, O Christ, Your Holy Name” (LSB 382:4; LW 35:4) 

Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (LSB 380:3; TLH 94:3; LW 49:3) 
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Light the Christ candle 
 
Speaking of Christ, John writes in his gospel, In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God 
 (John 1:4–9, 12–13). 

Jesus Himself taught about light and darkness. He said, “And this is the judgment: the light 
has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their 
works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God” (John 3:19–21). 

One of St. Paul’s references to “light” comes in 2 Corinthians 4:5–6: For what we proclaim is 
not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For 
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hears to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. That is how we are part of the 
story! HE MADE HIS LIGHT SHINE IN OUR HEARTS! As we heard earlier, He gave us 
the right to become children of God — so He is the Light of the world, and He has chosen us 
to be His children, or His lights! 

Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (LSB 359:3; LW 67:3–4) 

Dear friends, Jesus our Light has told us we are to let our lights so shine before men that they 
may see Him! He wants to be the Rescuer of everyone who is still in darkness. He wants us 
to shine with His light in this dark world! 

 
Hymn: “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” (LSB 704:1, 4; TLH 398:1, 4; LW 373:1, 4) 

 
Prayer:  Dear Savior, thank you for coming to all who were in darkness. Thank you for 
shining your light of salvation into our hearts. May the lights of Advent and Christmas and 
Epiphany draw all nations to your life-giving light. Amen. 

 
Let us share our candlelight with each other as we contemplate the Son of God, love’s pure 
light and the radiance that beams from His holy face. 

 
Hymn: “Silent Night” (LSB 363; TLH 646; LW 68) 
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