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WHERE IN THE WORLD HAVE OUR MITES GONE?? 

Issue 5 

Native American Outreach Training Center—Fairbanks, Alaska 
$95,000—Paid in Full 

Volume 3 

The grant funds of $95,000 have been used to:  

 purchase a vehicle to transport volunteers; 
 provide orientation and debriefing for VBS volun-

teers at the Mission Training Center; and 
 provide travel and lodging for Pastor Dave, Rosemary, and 

volunteers between villages. 

Pastor Dave Sternbeck is seen here preparing for a 

Native American worship service. He is the first      

Native American Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

(LCMS) pastor to graduate from the Ethnic Immigrant 

Institute of Theology (EIIT) program through       

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

He and his wife, Rosemary, (below) moved to        

Fairbanks, Alaska, in 2012, from the Olympic       

Peninsula in Washington to help expand the mission 

with the Native       

Americans in Alaska. 

Their large home also 

serves as the Mission 

Training Center for  61 

volunteers who serve in 

17 villages. 

 

Pastor Dave understands the challenges 

faced by many Native people of Alaska. 

During the long, dark winter months, 

suicide and depression plague the    

Alaskan communities. Many of them do 

not have a spiritual background or   

mentors. 

Pastor Dave and Rosemary work with 

volunteers who can help to build       

connections with people in the villages.  

“The fields are ripe for harvest,” 

Pastor Dave says. 

December 15, 2014 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

We are most grateful for the 

faithful partnership of the 

LWML in helping us share the 

Gospel with our Native     

American brothers and sisters. 

God bless you! 

        Rev. Dr. Don Johnson, 
        Executive Director 
        Lutheran Indian Ministries 

http://www.lwml.org/images/logos/lwmllogo.TIF
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT — DECEMBER 2014 

Mite Donations 19,905.14 96,840.69  Annual Appeal 21,578.00 72,785.38 

Mite Donations Restricted 400.00 8,918.48  GoodSearch  3,157.24 

Conv. Offering #1  54,017.32  Thrivent Simply Giving  345.00 

Children’s Miss Adv 43.75 1,424.16  Thrivent Choice Dollars 3,786.00 41,688.00 

Mission Pledge Walk  73,791.04  AmazonSmile Foundation  185.35 

Golf Tournament  7,218.74        OTHER MITE TOTAL, 38,866.89 360,521.40 

PayPal Adjustment (6,926.00) 0.00        GRAND TOTAL 90,518.28 1,428,723.34 

Joyful Response 80.00 150.00     

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

PayPal adjustment made to reallocate donations to Mite Donations ($2,143) and Unrestricted Income ($9,262). 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC 2,176.50 18,322.55  NEBRASKA NORTH 2,195.27 20,230.11 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII 2,198.72 36,304.17  NEBRASKA SOUTH  30,992.25 

CAROLINAS  11,117.43  NEW ENGLAND 3,248.09 12,700.93 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS  32,039.73  NEW JERSEY 401.41 5,026.60 

CHESAPEAKE  17,566.37  NORTH DAKOTA 1,242.69 25,193.61 

EASTERN  9,790.35  NORTH WISCONSIN 4,703.00 29,774.00 

ENGLISH  9,797.86  NORTHERN ILLINOIS  33,009.08 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA 1,781.05 36,456.10  OHIO  28,939.86 

GULF STATES 3,837.45 12,794.12  OKLAHOMA  50,094.04 

INDIANA 2,359.06 28,249.56  OREGON  16,329.98 

IOWA EAST  24,362.73  PACIFIC SW  45,190.75 

IOWA WEST  36,466.94  ROCKY MOUNTAIN 965.72 27,471.26 

KANSAS  26,262.23  SELC  2,994.30 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI 920.14 9,511.92  SOUTH DAKOTA 2,838.84 21,192.93 

MICHIGAN 4,121.57 58,907.44  SOUTH WISCONSIN 2,143.90 40,761.02 

MID-SOUTH 2,935.97 24,802.08  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 2,305.00 15,018.02 

MINNESOTA NORTH  27,999.20  TEXAS 2,171.29 63,656.83 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 2,693.57 50,140.94  UTAH-IDAHO 249.22 10,806.93 

MISSOURI 2,531.20 61,566.62  WASH-ALASKA 2,067.09 30,581.37 

MONTANA 756.00 10,674.83  WYOMING 808.64 15,104.90 

         TOTAL 51,651.39 1,068,201.94 
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STEWARDSHIP TIPS FOR THE NEXT GENERATION 

Thinking Outside the Box (Mite Box) in Missouri 

One zone in the LWML’s Missouri District has a unique way to be good stewards by following the lesson on “Trash” in 

Pastor Heckmann’s “7 Ts of Stewardship.” Here’s their story as told by Pat Enomoto, Treasurer of Holy Cross LWML: 

“Several years ago a retired Farmland executive decided to collect and sell aluminum cans to add to his wife’s Mite Box 

since it was one of her favorite things to do. He enlisted the aid of a fellow retired Farmland executive and they began to 

canvas the congregation for cans. This went on for several years until these two gentlemen were no longer able to do this. 

Then another retired member of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Kansas City North decided to take up the project, but he 

expanded it in a big way. He parks a small flat trailer in the church parking lot from 8-12 a.m. on Sunday morning. He 

also goes out and picks up non-working appliances, etc. I receive $200-$400 each month from him as he sells the metal 

collected. He even sorts so that brass, copper, etc. receive the correct price. My husband and I...recently added an engine 

block to his pile!”  This act of stewardship raised $20,904 for mission grants during the past 11 years! 

(Last month you read about carrying forward to       
adulthood the stewardship principles learned as a youth. 
Read on for more stewardship tips...) 

You see, it is important that we keep all of this 
in the right perspective. For when we get it 
mixed up and our love of things or money come 
before our faith and our love for our heavenly 
Father, we lose sight of what is important. Good 
stewardship means having that good balance, (a 
nickel this week and a dime next week, fifty 
years ago) between giving and saving and 
spending. 

Without a doubt it takes practice and discipline 
and that is why I would suggest we begin when 
our children are young and the numbers don’t 
look quite as big. As we all know, when the 
numbers get a little bit bigger it is very easy to 
think we will return less or nothing to the Lord 
this time around because times are tough and 
finances are tight right now. We will catch Him 
next time.  

The problem is that it then becomes very easy to 
forget about our Lord and the work of His 
Church and concentrate on the computers, cars, 

homes, iPods, iPads and everything else “i,” 
shoes, boats, purses, golf clubs etc., etc., etc.     
If I may say it, a steward knows that         
according to 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 6Godliness 
with contentment is great gain, 7 for we 
brought nothing into the world, and we  
cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But 
if we have food and clothing, with these we 
will be content. 9 But those who desire to be 
rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into 
many senseless and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evils. It is through this craving that some 
have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pangs. 

What a blessing it is to be trusted by         
almighty God to care for the things He     
entrusts to us, knowing that He shares with 
us those things in just the right amounts and 
just the right times! 

  Rev. John Heckmann   
  LWML Senior Pastoral Counselor 

  

Christian Stewardship Reminds Us That We Cannot Take It With Us,  

Nor Should We Want To 
 Part 2 



 

 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
Joseph M. Scriven—1855 
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...with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6b-7). 

Ira Sankey, an acquaintance of Joseph, later 

wrote: 

Until a short time before his death, it was not 

known that he had a poetic gift. A neighbor,   

sitting up with him in his illness, happened upon 

a manuscript copy of “What a Friend We Have 

in Jesus.” Reading it with great delight and 

questioning Mr. Scriven about it, he said that he 

had composed it for his mother, to comfort her in 

a time of special sorrow, not intending that     

anyone else should see it. Some time later, when 

another Port Hope neighbor asked him if it was 

true he composed the hymn, his reply was, “The 

Lord and I did it between us.” 

 
Joseph became critically ill and died at the age of 

66. His grave was arranged so that his feet were 

opposite those of his lost love, Eliza Roche, that 

in the resurrection they might arise facing one 

another. 

 

 —Taken from Then Sings My Soul 

  By Robert J. Morgan 2003 

  (Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 

 

Joseph Scriven endured tragic loss early in his life at 

the age of 25. The day before his wedding, he 

watched in shock as his fiancée’s body was pulled 

from the lake. Desiring to leave this horrific memory 

behind him, he decided to leave Dublin, Ireland, and 

sail to Canada, leaving his mother behind. 

 
In 1855, ten years after leaving Ireland, Joseph      

received word that his mother was facing a crisis. He 

wrote a poem and sent it to her. She evidently thought 

it was worthy to share with a friend who had it      

published anonymously. It soon became a popular 

hymn, but no one knew who had written it. 

 
During this time, Joseph fell in love again; however, 

tragedy struck when his future bride, Eliza Catherine 

Roche, contracted tuberculosis and died in 1860    

before they were married. 

 
To forget his sorrow, Joseph filled his time with   

ministry to those around him. He lived a humble life, 

helping those in need by giving them clothes and 

money, cutting firewood for widows, and doing many 

charitable acts in the area of Port Hope, Canada. He 

was described as “a man of short stature, with        

iron-gray hair, and light blue eyes that sparkled when 

he talked.” 

“Don’t let your happiness depend 

on something you may lose.”  

   —C. S. Lewis   
Dear Friends, 
 
May God grant you an extra measure of His peace, 
joy, and blessings in 2015!   
 
    Lois Anderson, Treasurer 


