Thanksgiving 2020
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
It is a privilege to greet you in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior!
This letter comes to you from your LWML past presidents and myself. We thank God for each one
of you, for your service, encouragement, and prayers. Together, we ask you to generously give so all
people may know Jesus’ love. Please consider the following:

Together, the LWML continues to be:
ELD by HIS Word
Janice Wendorf (2007–2011) invites everyone to Be in the Word. “As Lutheran Women in
Mission, the time we spend in God’s Word is vital. It educates, encourages, and equips
us. In these unprecedented times, our foundation has not changed: Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Virginia Von Seggern (1999–2003) asks that we Pray for LWML and its mission outreach:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For open doors to share the Gospel, and boldness in sharing the truth;
For cultural understanding, language fluency, and unity of spirit;
For protection, and for the spiritual, financial, and physical needs of missionaries;
For encouragement and mentoring of future missionaries;
For missionaries’ faith that does not waver, and strength for their families;
For time to renew the Spirit within them; and
That lost souls experience the love of Jesus, learn of His mercy, and find peace in His arms.

NSPIRED to Share HIS Gospel
Linda Reiser (2003–2007) urges us all to Share LWML. “We are God’s beautiful daughters
through whom service overflows because the Lord is the heartbeat of our mission. Whether
our service is across the street or around the world, through uplifting or challenging times, for
78 years we have remained faithful to our original purpose: mission support. We are blessed by God with a
wonderful sisterhood of Lutheran Women in Mission who love to give, love to serve, and love the Lord.”
Kay Kreklau (2011–2015) thanks God as we Fill our Mite Boxes with monetary gifts and prayers. “The

Lord blesses each person touched by our Mitey Mites! As we feed our Mite Boxes, we thank God for
the $127 million in donations that the LWML has given to missions since 1942. God began this good
               work in us and will continue to bless the LWML as we support and serve His people in mission fields
around the world.”
Patti Ross (2015–2019) encourages everyone to Visit the LWML website. “The Holy Spirit inspires

us to share the Gospel in various ways according to our God-given gifts. As we look for resources to
help us, we go to the LWML website, www.lwml.org. We find stories from the mission fields, ideas
to reach out in our churches and communities, resources to be in God’s Word, and ways to share our
silver and our gold for Gospel outreach. The LWML website can be a daily
source of guidance.”

b

Gloria Edwards (1995–1999) suggests we all Send
our gift today. “Our gift, large or small, is
important to our mission. Give today from a
              heart overflowing with gratitude for the many
blessings God provides. Together we make an
eternal difference.”

URROUNDED by HIS Grace
Ida Mall (1991–1995) offers a Prayer of Praise
and Celebration: Dear Father, we praise
and thank You for blessing the LWML for
78 years, surrounding us with Your grace
at all times. As Your children, we thank You
for blessing us with the desire and the zeal to
share the Gospel and to serve the people of the world.
Faced by many worldly challenges, we implore the Holy
Spirit to help us rely on Your grace through faith, to
continue supporting the mission opportunities before us,
and to invite others to join with us. We continue to ask
Your blessing upon the study of Your Word, service to
others, the collection of mites, and this annual offering.
As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, let Your Spirit
move us to pray for, and to support, this special outreach
so that others can join us as we joyfully celebrate Jesus as
baby and Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
As your LWML president, I, Debbie Larson (2019–
2023), would like to share Romans 10:14b–15a:
how are they to hear without someone preaching?
And how are they to preach unless they are sent?
May you and your family be surrounded by HIS
love at Christmas and always!
Serving the Lord with you,

LWML Mission Grants
2019-2021 Biennium
1.

Water and the Word for Rural Schools in
Kenya — Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kenya
$80,000

2. Teach Me Too — Preschoolers with Learning
Needs — Lutheran Special Education Ministries
$100,000
3. Mission Outreach for At-Risk Young Women in
Africa — Lutheran Hour Ministries $100,000
4. God’s Grace for This Generation — LAMP
Ministry, Inc. $100,000
5. God’s Word Changes Everything — Lutheran
Bible Translators $95,000
6. Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for
Guatemala — Lutheran Church of Guatemala
and Child Beyond International $100,000
7. Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and
Families — Camp Restore Detroit $100,000
8. Lights for Christ Scholarships — Divine Savior
Lutheran Church, Zacapa, Guatemala $95,000
9. Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation
— Wind River Lutheran Mission $40,000
10. Ministry in Motion — Trinity Lutheran Church,
Mobile, Alabama $58,000
11. Touching the Living Word — Lutheran Braille
Workers $100,000
12. Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia — Mission
Central $100,000
13. Digital Media Development — Lutherans For
Life $30,000
14. Hope and Healing Hub of Downtown Lincoln
— University Lutheran Chapel, Lincoln,
Nebraska $50,000
15. Pre- and Post-Seminary Training for Local
Church Workers — Mission Training Center,
Africa $62,650
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16. Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow — LCMS
School Ministries $80,000

Give your gift here

18. Sri Lanka Multipurpose Building Construction
— Office of International Mission $50,000

17. Christ for You, Anytime, Anywhere — KFUO
Radio $60,000

19. Making Jesus Known in the United States
Ethnic Communities — Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis, Missouri $100,000
20. Music Outreach, Classes, and Resources on
the Border — Ysleta Lutheran Mission
Human Care, El Paso, Texas $98,400
21. LCMS Deaconess Ministry — LCMS Office
of International Mission $39,523
– grant partially paid — funds still needed
– grant paid in full

Some of the children who benefit from Mission Grant No. 4: God’s Grace
for this Generation. Learn more about the impact of Mission Grants
at www.lwml.org/mission-grants

