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The Pharaoh’s Daughter 
By Susan Maluschka

Opening Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank You for the gift of Your Word
from which we learn and which brings us and others closer to You. 
Bless the lives of those who have aided us in our understanding of 
Your love and mercy. Help us not to shy away from opportunities 
to do Your will. In Your holy name we pray. Amen.

First Search: Read Exodus 2:1–10. In this text, there are five
people mentioned, but only one is given a name at the very end. 
Why do you think that is? ________________________________
_____________________________________________________
When do we tell stories without using names?_______________
_____________________________________________________
Before looking deeply into this event, let’s review the 
circumstances immediately preceding. Read Exodus 1:15–22. 
It’s interesting that the midwives are given names, but the king, or 
Pharaoh, is not. Please discuss. (For a hint, see Luke 1:52.) 
Now there is a royal decree that all Hebrew male children must 
be killed at birth. Returning to Chapter 2, we see a Hebrew 
woman who already has a girl and a boy. This is her third child. 
Does that seem to make a difference in how she treats the baby? 
_____________________________________________________
What do we learn about the family in the following verses:
Exodus 2:1 ___________________________________________
Exodus 6:20 __________________________________________
Exodus 2:21–22  ______________________________________
Exodus 4:13–14a ______________________________________
Exodus 7:7  ___________________________________________
Exodus 15:20 _________________________________________
Exodus 28:1–2  _______________________________________
Hebrews 11:23 _______________________________________
Read verses 3 and 4 of Chapter 2 again. What are her next steps?
_____________________________________________________
Do you think the mother is counting on his being found by 
Pharaoh’s daughter?  ___________________________________
What does this say about her as a mother? __________________
_____________________________________________________
What impresses you most about this baby’s parents? _________
_____________________________________________________

Infant exposure — leaving children out in the open without 
care — was not uncommon at the time and practiced by many 
ancient cultures. Pharaoh’s ruling forces a version upon the 
Israelites. What other options might this mother have?  
_____________________________________________________
The daughter of the Pharaoh comes to the river to bathe and 
finds a baby in a basket. Do you think she knows about her 
father’s decree to kill all male Hebrew babies? _______________
Realizing this is a male Hebrew child, what thoughts do you 
suppose go through her head? ___________________________
_____________________________________________________
Is she in any personal danger from a three-month-old baby?  
_____________________________________________________
Who is the true hero in this story? _________________________

Looking Deeper: Refer to Exodus 2:1–10. The baby, the mother, 
and Pharaoh’s daughter all had needs that were met in the end. 
What was the most important need that God met in this account? 

_____________________________________________________
Moses’ sister jumped in right away when he was found and 
offered a wet nurse. The Pharaoh’s daughter unknowingly paid 
Moses’ mother to care for him. What does this say about how 
God answers prayers?___________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Through a combined effort, Moses was given the opportunity to 
learn, reach out to help, and lead others to faith. Who gave you 
that same opportunity? __________ Have you made use of this 
opportunity? _________ Why or why not? __________________
_____________________________________________________

Closing Hymn: Sing or say together one or more verses of
“’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here” (LSB #414; LW #89; TLH #135).

Closing Prayer: Lord, equip us through Your Word, Spirit, and
Sacraments that we may confess You without wavering. Grant us 
courage that we faithfully serve you in the face of opposition. Amen.

Susan Maluschka is currently living with her husband of 34 years in Victoria, Texas. By 
day she is a church secretary, and by night she writes Bible studies. Her book, Watching 
Movies with Christian Eyes, will be available soon.

In a modern version of Aladdin, he desires life in a palace 
— with servants and abundant food — while the Princess 
laments the lack of choices and feels trapped. Their 
actions surprise us. In this study, we see several people 
taking steps that are unexpected and extraordinary. 
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