
“For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

Moving on to the Next Chapter
By Jeanne Leifheit

R ecently I attended three 
preschool graduations and 
one Concordia Seminary 

graduation. Although the size of the 
graduates was vastly different, there 
were some pretty amazing similarities. 

Only the preschoolers marched in to “Pomp and 
Circumstance.”  The variety of skips, running, 
exuberant waves, threatening tears, and 
processional pile-ups did not exactly lend itself to 
pomp or circumstance! In contrast, the Seminary 
students — dressed in black with just a hint of 
the smiling clerical collar peeking out, following 
the Cross and jubilant streamers as  “Come Holy 
Ghost, God and Lord” reverberated to the rafters 
— did indeed command reverence and respect.
At one of the preschools, each graduate was 
called up to receive a certificate stating their 
plausible vocation: Doctor, Writer, Teacher, Coach, 
Pastor, Farmer, and so on. As one little boy was 
called, a sheer look of horror spread across his 
face as “future Doctor” was announced to the 
attendees. He was close to tears as he reached 
out for his certificate and blurted out, “But I 

wanted to be a soccer player.” All of his life’s 
aspirations had been dashed in 10 seconds. He 
quickly abandoned all the spunk and delightful 
anticipation of his dreams ahead. His teacher 
assured him he could definitely be both, causing 
a skeptical-but-hopeful grin once again to inch its 
way across his face. 
In each graduation message the common thread 
of God’s immeasurable love was shared. He has 
uniquely created each one of us and knows our 
strengths, weaknesses, and hidden fears. In spite 
of the limitations we put on ourselves, or the 
disappointments life hands out, He has a perfect 
plan for our life. Hard work and determination 
are helpful in navigating through the ABCs or 
Homiletics, but looking to God for guidance is the 
key to putting purpose in our steps. 
“Jesus Loves Me This I Know” was sung as a 
reminder for the graduates in all four of those 
commencement ceremonies — the certainty that 
the Bible is the best guidebook to follow. These 
students are ready to move on to the next chapter, 
equipped with the assurance of God’s unending 
love for us. Perhaps everything we truly need to 
grasp to set our steps in the right direction for life 
starts out in preschool.  Q

Jeanne Leifheit loves seeing the extraordinary presence of the Lord in the ordinary mayhem we call life.
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