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Blessings rain down on the women in the El 
Paso Border Patrol Detention Center through 
the ministry of Pastor Karl Heimer and our 
Heart to Heart (H2H) sister, Ann Hernandez. 
Every Thursday, Pastor Heimer, along with Ann 
and a representative from the Women of San 
Pablo group of the San Pablo Lutheran Church, 
meet over 100 women to share the Gospel 
message. Ann and Zorayma Perez, a new H2H 
sister from the Pittsburgh convention, have 
had the wonderful opportunity of praying 
with these women for their children and their 
other family members. Spanish language New 
Testaments are given out to everyone at these 
meetings. Ann says that the Bibles "go faster 
than a kid at a candy store." She has made the 
suggestion to give out Mustard Seed Devotions 
to further promote the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
What a great way to minister to these women!

Leonardo da Vinci said, “Where the spirit does 
not work with the hand, there is no art.”  For the 
last three winters, the LWML women of Peace 
Lutheran Women of Arbor Vitae, Wisconsin, 
have been using their hands, not only to raise 
children and grandchildren, but also to  cre-
ate beautiful pieces of artwork by sewing 
quilts with donated material. These quilts have 
blessed the Orphan Grain Train, NATH (a local 
homeless shelter), the Arbor Vitae food shelter, 
a mission church in Mexico, and families who 
experienced house "res.  Since this group be-
gan, they have completed over 200 quilts.  We 
praise God for the blessings these quilts bring!

Wherever God Sends Us, the new LWML book 
featuring inspiring stories of mission grants in the 
Americas, made its debut at the Pittsburgh con-
vention. This new 14-chapter volume traces how 
God used mites in the Americas to share His Word 
through churches, schools, organizations, radio, 
TV, airplanes, disability ministries, cross-cultural 
outreaches, and services to Hispanics and Native 
Americans. Each grant has its own unique story 
regarding needs, recipients, and results. Wherever 
God Sends Us is a follow up to "rst volume, God 
Gave the Increase, published in 2011, which covers 
the grants to Africa, Asia, and Europe.
Edited by Marlys Taege Moberg with the help 
of authors Lauren Beale, Marie Biesenthal, Jo 
Gruendemann, Donna Streufert, and Judy 
Wiedenkeller, this new volume shares the results

of LWML mites from the "rst gift ($15,000 in 1943 
to the Lutheran Church for the Deaf in Cleveland, 
Ohio) to the present. 
Since the League’s founding, mites have provid-
ed an amazing $25 million for national work and 
$75 million for district grants. Seldom, however, 
do the women of the LWML learn exactly how 
God blessed those gifts. The authors hope and 
pray that reading these personal accounts will 
encourage greater mite giving and increased 
prayers for missions.
Make this your book club’s selection-of-the-
month. Set aside time to discuss these inspira-
tional stories in your LWML groups. Display the 
books and lend them out as part of your LWML 
Sunday celebration! Contact the LWML O$ce at 
800-252-5965, or shop online at www.lwml.org. 

Over the last three years, the LWML of Faith Lutheran Church of Pierre, South Da-
kota, has supplied over 200 dresses for “Little Dresses for Africa,” a non-pro"t Chris-
tian organization that provides relief to the children of Africa. During the winter 
months, volunteers met to cut pillowcases, assemble kits, and sew lovely dresses 
for young girls in Africa. Many women even took kits home to sew, and they 
added their own personal touches. And if this weren’t enough, the ladies of Faith 
also collected items for hygiene kits and sewing kits for Lutheran World Relief.

The Women’s 
Christian Ministry 
LWML of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 
Waterloo, Illi-
nois, hosted their 
second half-day 
“Refresh & Re-
new” mini-retreat. 
Eighty-six women  
enjoyed a breakfast feast, a sing-a-long, a display table with many products from 
Concordia Publishing House (CPH), and listening to the Immanuel ladies’ trio. A 
guest speaker spoke on the theme “He’s Not Finished with You Yet,” based on the 
verse Philippians 1:6: And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. One attendee stated that the 
speaker’s talk was a “great inspiration and reminder of who I am in Christ.” Many of 
the women expressed that they are looking forward to next year’s mini-retreat!  
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Ruth — On a Lifelong Mission
You’ve heard the expression, “The apple 
doesn’t fall far from the tree.” 
This certainly applies to long-time LWML 
member Ruth Hantelman. As a very little 
girl, Ruth accompanied her mother, Mathilda 
Ebert, to Chicago for the 1942 organizational 
meeting of the LWML. 
“My mom had a little can where she placed 
coins every day,” Ruth related. “That must have 
been an early version of the Mite Box. My mom 
inspired us to serve the Lord at an early age.”
Seventy-one years later, Ruth still serves the 
Lord through the LWML. Most recently, she 
traveled to St. Louis as a representative from 
the LWML California-Nevada-Hawaii District 
to the PING leadership training event. Other 
areas of service have included chairing her 
district’s Leader Development Committee, 
working as PR Director, and serving on the 
Christian Life Committee from LWML groups in 
Minnesota, Nebraska, and California.
She’s also taken God’s love around the world. 
At one point, she and her husband, John, sold 
all they had and moved to Haiti where they 
operated a medical clinic and helped street 
children. They were instrumental in building a 
church for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Brazil (a partner church of the LCMS) and did 
mission work in Africa.
“Part of the reason I have such a passion for 
mission work is because of the in!uence of 
the LWML,” Ruth shared. “That’s where I devel-
oped an awareness for the great need to share 
God’s saving grace. Years ago I heard the call, 
‘Who will go for Me?’ and I answered ‘I will!’”
Ruth continues her humble prayer each morn-
ing: “Dear God, You’ve given me another day. 
Guide me to know how to serve You.”

This past April in Edwardsville, Illinois, 
Trinity Lutheran Dorcas LWML was able to 
bless Concordia Seminary Guild by hosting 
their annual "Bunko for Charity" night. Bun-
ko, a dice game dating back to 18th century 
England, is a fun way these wonderful la-
dies have been able to raise funds, through 
their gifts, to support worthy causes. With 
Thrivent matching funds, the society was 
able to raise $400 while enjoying fellowship, 
snacks, prizes, and ice cream.

The town of Caldwell, Idaho, may not have been painted red by the ladies of Concor-
dia Circle of Grace Lutheran Church in Caldwell, but they did paint the wall in their 
church basement to highlight the LWML. This unique artwork gives their congrega-
tion an opportunity to view a true picture of what LWML is all about. Information on 
Mite Boxes, Mustard Seed Devotions, and a map pinpointing locations of national and 
district-wide mission grants are available there for all to see. An adjacent binder con-
tains the details of the mission grants and the support that has been designated for the 
mission. What a wonderful idea!

You can’t keep the Women of Zion in White, South Dakota, down! Even though most of 
these determined ladies don’t have computers or Internet access, they still participated 
in “A Cup with Kay” Devotional Tea Party with President Kay on Facebook last March. 
Kathy McKinney, a member of Zion’s LWML, printed copies of the Bible study and had 
them available for everyone, whether they were able to meet at church or used them in 
their own homes. Kathy even went so far as to deliver study materials to a woman who 
was very ill and on oxygen. Our hats are o# to these very dedicated women!

SPRING 2014 THEME: Finally!
NEWS! Please send LWML news (and photos!) to News Editor Linda Guteres at newseditor@
lwml.org or 3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 11763 by September 15, 2013. Include name, address, 
phone, and email address. PHOTO SUBMISSION GUIDELINES at www.lwml.org/resources/quarterly can 
provide you with help when taking and submitting photos for the Quarterly.

LWML members of Immanuel Lutheran Church & University 
Student Center in Lawrence, Kansas, shared the history and 
meaning behind their own “Loving Quilts” with their daugh-
ters at the Annual Mother-Daughter Salad Supper this past 
June. Their LWML quilters are busy making quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief, with a a goal of completing 50 quilts by the time 
you are reading this issue!
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