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O ne cold winter day five years ago, i presented a 
challenge to the lWml at a board meeting: “the 
challenge is set before you — for each of our 40 

lWml districts to send two short-term mission teams into 
the mission field by march 2012, to support our missionar-
ies and partner churches.”  two members of our lcms World 
mission department then spoke about short-term missions 
and how the lWml could become in-
volved. districts were asked to keep me in-
formed of their plans, as i had hoped to be 
able to go on one of those mission trips.

later that year, as i attended district con-
ventions throughout the country, i loved 
the enthusiasm from the districts that were 
making plans. two years later, it was a joy 
to hear reports from short-term mission 
teams and to witness excitement building 
as more people heard about the trips. 

i continued to think that someday i would 
go on a short-term mission trip, but it never 
worked into my travel and speaking sched-
ule while i was president. once my term end-
ed, however, i jumped at the opportunity to 
travel to Guatemala when former lWml vice 
president of communication sandy hardies invited me to join 
the team she was leading to that central american nation in 
november 2012. my calendar was completely open!

i experienced a few bumps along the way. right in the mid-
dle of the application process, my older brother (age 64) died 
from an apparent heart attack. so many doubts filled my mind. 
What was my motive for going? Was this the best time? Would 
i be able to stand the rigors of serving in another country?

then, one week before i was scheduled to depart, i attended 
the beautiful feet mission conference at concordia university 
Wisconsin, where i met the two speakers from World mission 
who had addressed that lWml board meeting five years ago. 
When i shared my plans with Jennifer prophete, serving in 
short-term missions at the lcms, and bruce Wall, a missionary 
in peru, they were so excited to know that God had opened the 

door for me to go. it was the dose of encour-
agement that i needed.

sponsored by most (mission opportuni-
ties short term), our mission was to travel to 
the western part of Guatemala for children’s 
and women’s ministry. i joined a group of six 
lWml women from michigan, five from in-
diana, and one from virginia, to form a team 
of thirteen. over half our team had been 
on short-term trips already, which was very 
helpful for me, a first-timer.

our team worked with over 200 chil-
dren and 80 women as we traveled to 
five different locations for our program-
ming.  the faces of these children of God 
remain on my mind and in my heart. 
some of the women could not read, but 

as they heard the bible stories, their eyes lit up, and they 
nodded; they knew God’s Word. so many expressed grati-
tude for our visit and appreciation for what we shared.

a woman in the area hard hit by the recent earthquakes in 
Guatemala told of her experience as a child when the last 
earthquake hit in the 1970s; she remembered the people who 
came then, bringing supplies and sharing hope. now we were 
part of those bringing that same hope to the children of 2012. 
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live on the edge!

look to the hills!

distributing quilts that were packed and brought along at the last min-
ute was a life-changing experience. some of the women receiving the 
quilts would be homeless by the end of the week, their homes destroyed 
and declared unsafe for living.

i had some specific personal prayer requests for my prayer team while i 
traveled; the requests and answers follow:

1.  for my connecting flight in atlanta, with very close timing: my flight 
was early and i had ample time to meet up with the group for the flight 
to Guatemala city.

2.  that i would be able to travel light: success! the only reason i had a 
second checked bag was to transport quilts for earthquake victims.

3.  that my knee replacement (from december 2011) would not cause 
any difficulties, pain, or swelling: my knee seemed to be better after 
the trip than before!

4.  for my ability to clearly communicate the bible lesson that i was 
teaching: there were two opportunities for me to lead the lesson, 
the first one being in the area hit by the earthquake. i will cherish the 
memory of sharing God’s Word of peace and giving him our fears 
and misgivings, trusting in his promises.

in retrospect, i see God’s hand in preventing me from going while i was 
lWml president. i now understand that a mission trip involves much 
work before and after: bible studies, meetings, assignments, and follow-
up work. even if the dates would have worked in my schedule then, the 
time for the necessary prep work and follow-up would have been dif-
ficult for me to handle, and i probably would not have gotten the full 
value from the trip.

the two convention themes from my presidency became even more 
meaningful after this mission trip: “look to the hills … God reigns” and 
“being with Jesus — living on the edge.” in Guatemala, i was able to view 
hills, mountains, and volcanoes and know that God reigns over all cre-
ation. nourished by his Word and spending time with Jesus, the holy 
spirit enabled me to live out my faith and share it with sisters and chil-
dren in central america. in some ways, experiencing a short-term mis-
sion trip is living on the edge, courageously speaking of Jesus and living 
a life transformed by his love.

Jostling along the Guatemalan roads in a 16-passenger van, our team 
became familiar with bumpy roads. the speed bumps required our driv-
er, Julio, to slow down, almost to a complete stop, in order to get over 
each bump in the road. in some ways, our trip to Guatemala was a speed 
bump in the lives of our team. We came into this experience with our 
detailed plans: bible lessons, health and hygiene units, crafts, activities, 
and singing. however, we were required to slow down and follow God’s 
leading each day. some days we had to adjust for space limitations or 
numbers attending. other days we had changes in the schedule. cer-
tainly the earthquake in san marcos forced us to pause, look for God’s 
leading, and readjust our plans, sometimes on the spot. 

this mission trip indeed gave me the chance to pause, take another look 
and see things differently. it also brought to life proverbs 3:5–6 (esv): trust 
in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 
in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Q
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