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T
he dominican lutheran church 
and its non-profit organization, 
Hogares Luteranos el Buen Pastor 
(Good shepherd lutheran homes), 

are extending christ’s love and mercy to 
people with developmental disabilities 
and their families each and every day. 
this mission is accomplished through 
monthly amigos de Jesús outreach 
clubs and in-home services, and it is 
sorely needed because the dominican 
republic government does not provide 
services or support for these people. 
Once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy (1 peter 2:10b).
here is a glimpse into the lives of six 
orphaned children with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities who now are 
a part of God’s family through baptism. 
the children attend concordia lutheran 
church and school in palmar arriba. 
Randy, who is autistic, sits with his bible 
in his lap and follows the service often 
repeating the pastors. Ramona loves to 
help with the offering, and Francis sits 

with the pastors. estefani, an adoles-
cent, is going to school for the first time 
ever and is learning to read and write. 
Junior, who has cerebral palsy, has 
made many friends and is the socialite 
of the family. Moises, a child of God, 
used to hit and throw tantrums but now 
gives hugs and love. 

these children used to live in a govern-
ment orphanage where they received 
very poor care, no educational or 
recreational opportunities, and no re-
habilitative or spiritual care. in January 
2011, they moved into a rented home 
where they have been integrated into 
the community and receive the love 
of christian caregivers. they now have 

friends and neighbors who love them 
and form part of their family.
through the giving of mites, a lot has 
been purchased next to the church 
and school, where a new lutheran 
Group home and rehabilitation center 
is now being built. an lWml grant to 
the dominican republic to be funded 
during the 2011–2013 biennium will 
help provide for the construction and 
initial operating expenses of the home 
and center, where children and adults 
alike with developmental disabilities 
will receive therapy, orientation, and 
spiritual care. 
When lWml president Kay Kreklau vis-
ited the dominican republic in march 
2012, she said this about the grade 
school students at concordia lutheran 
school: “their welcoming smiles and 
hugs reminded me of the unconditional 
love our lord has for each of his chil-
dren.” she also affirmed: “if we could visit 
each of our grant recipients, we would 
become aware of how God blesses the 
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Lutheran Braille Workers Plate Embossing Device — $100,000 
lutheran braille Workers, the fifth largest producer of free braille 
bibles and christian materials in the world, receives about 9,000 
requests a year for braille bibles and christian materials. a new plate 
embossing device, to emboss the zinc plates used by work center 
volunteers to create each sheet of christian materials and braille 
bibles, will help to bring the light and comfort of God’s holy Word to 
more people afflicted with blindness.

Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) Spread God’s Word Through 
Print and Audio — $97,344
lutheran bible translators is a recognized service organization of the 
lutheran church—missouri synod and the only lutheran organization 
whose purpose is to spread the Gospel by providing the scriptures in 
the native language of every people. the lbt is working diligently to 
provide bibles and literacy materials in printed and audio form that 
bring more people of Ghana, botswana, namibia, and nigeria to faith 
in Jesus christ. 

Financial Support for LCMS Prison and Jail Ministry Conference — $27,500
recognizing that resources and training events should be made avail-
able to clergy and lay volunteers interested in all types of prison and jail 
ministry, the lcms plans its second synod-wide prison and Jail ministry 
conference in 2012–2013.  a grant from lWml funded the first such 
conference in 2005, attended by 100 lay and clergy participants from 
25 lcms districts, and lWml will fund the second one to further this 
important ministry.

Mission Grants
2011–2013 Biennium
mission goal: $1,825,000.00

	1. support for Lutheran orphanages – Haiti  .........$70,000

	2. Lutheran Braille Workers 
  Plate Embossing Device  ........................................ $100,000

	3. Lutheran Bible translators (LBt) 
  spread God’s Word  
  through Print and audio  .........................................$97,344

	4. outreach to at-risk children – 
  Detroit, Michigan  .......................................................$55,000

	5. cancer care Package Ministry  ............................. $100,000

	6. crow indian Ministry – Montana  ....................$69,999.64

	7. Exodus 2:6 Project: spiritual care in 
  Disasters – texas, Louisiana, oklahoma  .............$50,000

 8. children’s Nutrition and 
  care – vietnam ............................................................$72,255

 9. Grace Place for LcMs 
  international Missionaries  ......................................$75,000

10. Pregnancy center: Newborn 
  Protection – Malaysia, southeast asia  ...............$54,500

11. the Lutheran Malaria initiative – 
  Kenya, East africa  ................................................... $100,000

12. two Graduate scholarships for 
  international/Minority students – 
  concordia seminary, st. Louis, Missouri ..............$50,000

13. Project JoEL — outreach to Youth 
  central/south america  .............................................$75,000

14. children’s Developmental Disabilities 
  Group Home and rehabilitation 
  center – Dominican republic  ............................. $100,000

 15. Missionary Family care and Education  ............. $100,000

16. Gospel outreach through 
  open arms child care  ...............................................$65,000

17. Haskell indian Nations university 
  Lutheran campus Ministry Expansion – 
  Lawrence, Kansas  ................................................... $100,000

18. Financial support for LcMs Prison 
  and Jail Ministry conference  ..................................$27,500

19. Physical and spiritual Nourishment for 
  the impoverished – united states/Mexico 
  Border [partial funding] .....................................$27,970.36

– grant paid in full 
– grant partially paid

Current Mission Grants Highlighted This Issue

Check the latest updates for mites received 
and grants funded at www.lwml.org.

kEy:

work of our mite offerings so that the eyes of the spiritually blind are en-
abled to see Jesus as savior.” [Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, summer 2012]
the lord is using the Gospel message being shared through the do-
minican lutheran church and mission to extend his love and mercy to 
the developmentally disabled. in caring for body and soul and in build-
ing awareness in the dominican government and society, the church is 
demonstrating that God values all people and is showing how those with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities can be included and cared for 
in the dominican republic.
all lutheran women are a part of this important mission as we fill our 
mite boxes and pray that his work will flourish. Your continued prayers 
are requested so that people with developmental disabilities can come 
to know Jesus and may be able to be received and cared for in their com-
munities in a way that reflects God’s love for them. may God bless us all 
as together we follow his leading in this mission endeavor. Q

teryl (terry) Putnam is an active member of LWML at redeemer Lutheran 
Church, tillamook, Oregon.  Her daughter, danelle, a member of the LCMs 
international Mission team in the dominican republic, is on sabbatical until 
february of 2013. she is enrolled in deaconess studies at Concordia theological 
seminary, fort Wayne.
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