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curled up in a comfy living room chair in her 
home north of houston, accompanied by her 
tabby cats, Ginger and sophie, and the view of a 
vivid orange-blossomed angel’s trumpet plant in 
the back yard, donna spoke candidly about the 
times in her life when she has taken another look.
“my three sisters and i grew up with horses, the 
whole texas upbringing,” she began. donna 
learned life-long joys: singing, reading, playing 
the flute, and even twirling in the high school 
rifle corps, but she didn’t grow up knowing Jesus. 
“i grew up only attending christmas or easter ser-
vices occasionally. my family attended one church 
for several weeks when i was in high school, but 
my only lasting impression was how uncomfort-
able it was when they made visitors stand up to be 
recognized. it made me feel like such an outsider. 
but dad worked on the weekends, so we eventu-
ally stopped going. at that point, i decided church 
wasn't for me. it was too much hassle trying to fit 
in, mouthing words to songs i didn't know, and i 
was tired of losing my place in the order of service. 
i didn't see God in any of it.”
When donna was a young adult, she met her 
future husband, and they dated, fell in love, and 
planned a wedding. as a member of a lutheran 
church, he invited donna to worship with him, 
and eventually she was baptized, confirmed, 
and joined the church. “at the time, it was part 

of a checklist,” she admitted. “still, the holy spirit 
clearly brought me to that church, salem luther-
an church, tomball, where i’ve been a member 
ever since!”
as a newlywed, donna found joy in her marriage, 
her home, and her career as a records clerk for a 
legal firm and then as a legal secretary. always 
eager to learn, donna received plenty of on-the-
job writing instruction. “the attorneys taught me 
sentence structure, grammar, story-telling. it’s so 
clear to look back and see his hand preparing 
me for what i’m doing today.” 

Another Look at Faith
about six years after her baptism, donna was 
worshipping on Good friday and “something 
broke the wall around my heart.” by the power of 
the holy spirit, she took another look at her faith. 
“i began to understand what christ did on the 
cross. it changed everything,” she recalled. “that’s 
when he instilled in me a voracious appetite for 
his Word. i had to know him and to know why he 
did that for me and for everyone. i had to know 
why he would love me.”
the following spring, donna was introduced 
to the lutheran Women’s missionary league 
when her senior pastor’s wife, Kathy Graumann, 
invited her to a spring rally. “i didn’t know any-
thing about lWml, but i went to the rally and 
just fell in love.”

B
orn in a little one-horse texas town, donna pyle is 
texas through and through, including what she calls 
her “texas poof hair thing,” a pair of cowboy boots, 
and a conversation generously sprinkled with “y’alls.” 
Author of numerous Bible studies, a dvd series, Your 
Strong Suit, and a small-group Bible study, The God of 
All Comfort, donna is amazed god called her to this 

path.  “i’ve never been to college. i’m divorced. i wasn’t raised lutheran. there are so 
many strikes against me doing what i’m doing. it’s just god’s amazing grace.” 
taking another look at donna’s life reveals the beautiful tapestry that the heavenly 
father god has woven in and through her life experiences to bring her by his grace 
to where she is today.By Beth Foreman, Associate Editor
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barely thirty years old, donna was 
powerfully impacted by the mission 
of the lWml that she witnessed that 
sunny texas afternoon. “it wasn’t any-
thing profound they said. it was the 
way they lived. it was their heart for 
service,” she said. 
elected as the Young Woman rep-
resentative at the next rally, donna’s 
“yes” to lWml was the first of many. in 
2002, she became the recording sec-
retary for the texas district. “this was 
a really good position for me because 
i listened and learned a lot about how 
the lWml worked.”
her service at the district level intro-
duced her not only to the business of 
the lWml but also to the people of 
the lWml. “eloise Kuhlman was my 
[district] president at the time, a won-
derful lady. mike mattil was the pasto-
ral counselor.” donna was influenced 
by these and others who mentored 
and prepared her to be vice president 
of christian life, texas district, serving 
2006–2010.
“i never set out to write bible studies at 
all. one of my responsibilities as vp of 
christian life was to provide spiritual 
nourishment for our ladies.” she found 
a lot of material through lWml but 
was eager to write something new. 

Another Look at Scripture
donna’s desire to take another look, 
a closer look, gives birth to her bible 
studies. “the studies i write are the 
result of personal questions, a per-
sonal journey. i spend hours trying to 
understand and find answers.”
recognizing that writing bible studies 
and teaching God’s Word to women 
were her passions, donna began arte-
sian ministries in 2007. “i felt at home 
writing bible studies,” she shared. “i 
knew this wasn’t going to end once i 
left my lWml position.”
although she’s not currently serving 
at the district level, she continues to 
serve in her society and will be the 
2013 pittsburgh lWml convention 
bible study leader. “i will never not be 

involved! lWml has been the most 
influential organization in my spiritual 
journey, by far.”
it would seem that donna’s life in 
south texas was on course for smooth 
sailing. the holy spirit brought her to 
faith, and she was serving him joyfully 
through her marriage, her career, the 
lWml, and her writing. Yet it soon 
became clear that the lord was going 
to give donna the opportunity to take 
another look at her life and her faith in 
a way she never expected.

Another Look at Life
one rainy december night in 2009, 
when a rare cold front was heading 
for houston and the christmas cookie 
recipes were still in the box, donna’s 
life changed forever. “i discovered 
my husband was leading a secret 
double life that destroyed our mar-
riage. i would not wish a day like that 
on anyone, but our heavenly father is 
one hundred percent faithful to heal 
our hearts and work forgiveness in us 
when we entrust our hurts to him." 
donna recalled that day, “the day 
the f5 tornado hit my marriage.” she 
stayed home from work the rest of the 
week. “i remember it snowing hard, 
very unusual for south texas. i abso-
lutely love snow, and it reminded me 
that God finds ways to delight us even 
on our worst days,” she said.
“it was probably the loneliest time in 
my life. Yes, i had family and friends. 
but there are some things that God 
allows you to go through by yourself. 
i remember being in a heap on the 
floor and feeling alone, but at the 
same time feeling so loved by Jesus. 
he met me there on the floor and that 
changed my relationship with him. he 
really does calm us in the storm, if we 
look to him.”
donna recognized that so many other 
men and women have journeyed 
through similar painful divorces. 
“sometimes it’s not our choice,” she 
said. “unfortunately, many others 
wear the stigma of divorce when it 
was something outside their control.”

“I discovered my 
husband was leading 

a secret double life 
that destroyed our 
marriage. I would 

not wish a day like 
that on anyone, 

but our heavenly 
Father is one hundred 

percent faithful to 
heal our hearts 

and work forgiveness 
in us when we entrust 

our hurts to Him.”
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Another Look at Forgiveness
the divorce demanded donna take 
another look at her world, her past, 
present, and future. 
for starters, after nineteen years (six 
years dating and thirteen years mar-
ried), she was now on her own. “i had 
to take another look at everything. fi-
nances. Where was i going to live? how 
was i going to manage everything? 
how would i spend my time? Wills and 
estate planning …”
much deeper, of course, was the emo-
tional turmoil she experienced. “i was 
so angry i put the telephone through 
the bedroom wall a few days later. i 
also discovered that i'm no good at 
repairing sheet rock! but only by God's 
grace, i didn't have a desire for revenge. 
i just felt disbelief and overwhelming 
sadness at the senselessness of what 
had happened.”
Gradually, the lord began to heal her. 
“my heart was shredded. i didn’t have it 
in myself to forgive. it took God work-
ing in me and through me,” she re-
called. “and the most wonderful thing 
that came out of the divorce is my 
complete understanding of the need 
for forgiveness.” 

about one month after the paperwork 
was signed and the divorce finalized, 
donna took another look at her wed-
ding ring, the one that represented a 
life-long love that had just been shat-
tered. she realized the ring could be 
redesigned in the shape of a cross, the 
symbol of  “God’s amazing forgiveness 
in my heart.” 
many are surprised when she shares 
her story of divorce and forgiveness 
because it doesn’t seem to fit today’s 
culture. “there is such a revenge mind-
set in our culture, rambo-type stuff. but 
there is no benefit in that whatsoever.” 
she explained her new perspective, 
always pointing to the triune God as 
the source of her attitude. “i don’t hold 
anything against my ex-husband. i don’t 
speak ill of him. there’s no point in that.”

Another Look at Dating
for a suddenly single woman accus-
tomed to sharing her life, donna ques-
tioned her future, her relationships. 
“We didn’t have children. We didn’t 
prevent it, but it never happened. and 
now i’m past child-bearing years. but 
God has a plan. i don’t know if there is 
someone else for me … but if there is, 
he is going to let me know.”

sipping coffee, one of her favorite treats 
next to milk chocolate, donna spoke 
openly about her thoughts on dating in 
today’s culture. “it’s a very scary dating 
world. but God my heavenly father has 
healed my heart, so there is a stirring of 
the possibility to trust again.”
like so many single people, donna is 
figuring out where to begin. “our world 
is so outward driven. how do you find 
a christian man in today’s society? it’s 
very intimidating. What i know is that 
if it is to happen, God is going to bring 
that person to light. i’m trusting God, 
following him.”
her insight is for singles everywhere. 
“focus on the person that God wants 
you to be before you focus on the per-
son you think you want to find.”
donna is clearly not a woman who 
feels she needs a man to fill a hole in 
her life. “i am not anti-marriage or 
pro-divorce. if he has a special some-
one for us, then that’s wonderful. We 
should jump in with both feet because 
God has ordained marriage. but that 
shouldn’t be our complete focus to 
the point of desperation. our despera-
tion needs to lie with pursuing christ, 
hungering and thirsting for him. We 
are complete in christ.”

Traveling: Another Look at the World 
beyond her legal work, writing, studying, and speaking, 
donna’s passion is traveling to new places “to see this 
amazing world God has put together. i want to see ev-
ery inch of it!” donna is an avid photographer, so when 
she travels, she takes another look through her lens at 
new places and people.
“my greatest trip so far was to the holy land. it brought 
scripture to life for me, walking where Jesus walked, 
standing on the mount of olives and looking at Je-
rusalem, standing in the Garden of Gethsemane and 
calvary. Wow! now when i read scripture, i remember 
how the sand felt in my toes, the heat on my skin, how 
it smelled, and how it sounded.”

A Five-Pound Bible
packing lightly is one of the challenges of travel that donna understands well. returning from a recent speaking engagement, 
her suitcase weighed in at 55 pounds. the agent told her she’d have to get rid of five pounds or pay the extra fee. “i opened my 
suitcase and took out my bible, for starters. the agent said, ‘look! that did it!’  What do you mean, ‘that did it’? my bible is five 
pounds? because of all the stuff i have packed into it … five pounds!”
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Another Look at New Blessings
through her painful experience, 
donna discovered new blessings that 
accompanied the forgiveness. “that 
time of my life started a season of 
journaling, which i do every day just 
to make sure that there is nothing i’m 
harboring in my heart, something i’m 
not giving to God that would cause 
damage to me spiritually.” 
she also took a closer look at her 
life before the divorce and realized 
that she had often failed to recog-
nize other people’s pain. “before my 
divorce, i was coming from a sort 
of pollyanna life where my life was 
great.” but now she knows that oth-
ers may be experiencing deep pain. 
“i no longer assume that everyone’s 
life is going okay. i know what it 
feels like to be in a heap on the floor 
and not be able to get up because 
you are so sad. it has completely 
changed how i reach out to others.” 
her newest book, the god of all Com-
fort, published by concordia publish-
ing house, came out of her compas-
sion for those whose world has been 
shaken. she explained that “What do 
you do when life blindsides you?” is 
the central question. “people under-
stand i’ve been in a bad place. God is 
able to use that to form a bond with 
others that wasn’t there before.”

Why Take Another Look?
donna sees “taking another look” 
as the opportunity to look again, to 
look more closely. “When i hear the 
phrase, ‘take another look,’ i think 
there is something i’ve missed! so 
i look again and notice a lot more 
than if i just gave it a quick glance.” 
she does this very thing whenever 
she researches and writes bible stud-
ies. “studying scripture, i want to 
spend my whole life taking another 
look … and another look … and 
another look!” 

it’s fitting that one of donna’s favorite 
passages focuses on looking and see-
ing: now faith is confidence in what we 
hope for and assurance about what we 
do not see (hebrews 11:1).
“not growing up in the church, i 
really had to see it to believe it. You 
can’t see God. You can’t see Jesus. 
You can see evidence of them, but 
you certainly cannot see them. so 
walking by faith and not by sight was 
a huge passage for me because it 
taught me that my eyes can deceive 
me. everything that our eyes see isn’t 
necessarily the truth. but when we 
walk by faith, God will never lead us 
outside of his will.”
donna encourages everyone to take 
a closer look at scripture, at our per-
sonal study habits, and at the world 
around us. “We can become compla-
cent in our own routine without tak-
ing another look at what we’re doing 
spiritually or how we’re serving. how 
are we using our gifts to benefit the 
kingdom?”
she continued, “God will work pow-
erfully if we just keep our eyes open 
to be available, to listen and to serve 
those who may be right next to us.”
donna is always taking another look 
at the ways she can joyfully serve the 
lord through the lWml, her writing, 
teaching, and speaking. she’ll often 
give things a little texas twist … a 
few “fixin’s” and “y’all”s and maybe 
a pair of cowboy boots. Just don’t 
ask her to wear a cowboy hat. “You 
spend enough time on the texas 
poof hair — you don’t want to mess 
it up with a hat!”
no matter what, though, she’ll be 
wearing her “forgiven ring,” which of-
fers countless opportunities to share 
her journey. “When i meet someone 
who is experiencing bitterness and 
anger, if God opens the door, i tell 
them my forgiveness story. and that 
will be my life message.” Q

A Look Behind the Scenes 
What's it like to teach in front of 
the camera? 
it was only intimidating for the first two 
minutes of the first lesson. but once i 
prayed and we dug into the heart of the 
lessons, the cameras simply became a 
part of the audience. in my mind's eye, i 
pictured the groups of women that God 
would eventually gather on the other 
side of the screen. they became an inte-
gral part of our group just as if they were 
right there with us. 

How do you prepare? 
lots and lots of prayer! i wrote out the 
live teaching sessions several weeks 
before the taping and kept going over 
them until the holy spirit seared the 
material in my heart and mind. 

Tell us about the editing that needs to be 
done at the end of the taping. 
it took four months to edit the raw video 
and audio material to make the final 
dvd series. the series was shot using 
three cameras from different angles, so 
all of that footage needed to be re-
viewed and alternated in, slides of text  
incorporated, audience shots weaved 
throughout, and the sound balanced 
appropriately. they also had to ensure 
that the audience clips didn't contain 
someone nodding off! by the end of the 
second taping day, we were all a bit tired 
and punchy! i cannot possibly thank 
those editors enough for their endless 
hours and dedication toward excellence.
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