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reverend Doctor Karl heimer de la 
Cotera and his devoted wife, Jeanette, 
are bringing the good news of Jesus 

Christ to people throughout the united 
states, focusing their efforts on the u.s. 
and mexico border. when they married 
46 years ago, god ignited in them a desire 
to serve their community, resulting in a 
unique, significant, humble place in el 
paso, Texas, called ysleta lutheran mission 
(ylm), established in 1982. Through this 
border mission, the heimers have been 
models of community outreach, guided by 
the holy spirit. ylm stands as the culmina-
tion of their life’s work for Christ. 
ysleta lutheran mission is located on a 4.2-
acre campus in el paso, at one of the major 
passageways between the u.s. and mexico. 
Thousands of people cross the border in 
both directions every day as do ylm’s min-
istries. ylm supports year-round ministry 
in el paso and at mission sites in several 
of the poorest communities throughout 
northern mexico.
pastor Karl and Jeanette balance each 
other in serving Christ at ysleta and in 
their community. since ysleta’s beginning, 
pastor has spent endless hours utilizing 
community boards, gang and inner-city 
ministry, prison ministry, medical clinics, 
Boy scouts, radio and television ministry, a 

lunch program, servant events, and even 
politics to serve the community for Jesus. 
Because he is away quite often, Jeanette’s 
trust, support, and faith in god have been 
critical. god has given Jeanette strength 
and confidence to direct a preschool, play 
the organ, facilitate Bible study, assume 
extra responsibility, and offer stability at 
home. pastor Karl shepherds thousands, 
and both he and Jeanette have a heart 
and voice for the local people.
ysleta lutheran mission is about relation-
ships, and pastor and Jeanette have been 
models of service for their own family and 
for the many people affected by ysleta. 
pastor and Jeanette teach that all people 
have value in Christ regardless of their his-
tory, culture, age, or economic status. Their 
five children have served at the mission, 
working with servant events, grant pro-
posals, music ministry, and pastoral work. 
sergio is one person who exemplifies how 
pastor and Jeanette care. sergio was an 
advanced gang leader who wanted to 
change. pastor Karl and Jeanette met him 
through their son, pastor stephen. Togeth-
er they introduced sergio to their savior. 
as a result of the holy spirit working in his 
life, sergio was able to step away from his 
former life into a peaceful, fulfilling, honest 
life with Jesus. he attended weekly Bible 
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Gospel Outreach Through Open Arms Child Care — $65,000 
The open arms institute is a recognized service organization of 
the lCms that helps to plan, guide, and assist churches in Christ-
centered child care ministries. Through lwml support, it is able 
to meet requests for assistance among churched and unchurched 
families, develop new Christian curriculums for early childhood 
ministry programs available on the internet, establish new lCms 
word and sacrament ministries in our nation’s communities, and ex-
pand programs of outreach and nurture in existing congregations.

Support for Lutheran Orphanages – Haiti — $70,000
non-Christians and former voodoo priests in record numbers are 
among new groups being baptized in haiti, where the lCms part-
ners with the evangelical lutheran Church of haiti (elCh) in bringing 
haitians to Christ. in the lCms world relief and human Care lutheran 
village, god’s mercy and love are shown to haitian lutherans and 
all unchurched citizens. long-term support of at least four orphan-
ages in the village enables our lutheran haitian partners to provide 
housing, food, medical care, and education services to children who 
hunger for the necessities of life and for the word of god. 

Two Graduate Scholarships for International/Minority 
Students – Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri — $50,000
students from Third world countries who cannot afford tuition and 
educational expenses comprise the majority of international students 
in the graduate school at Concordia seminary. Training future teach-
ers and leaders to share the message of Christ to their people in their 
own language and culture is the primary goal of the graduate school. 
providing scholarships for two international partner churches and/or 
minority lCms graduate students will enable them to bring Christ’s 
message of salvation to those who have not heard it.

Mission Grants
2011–2013 Biennium
mission goal: $1,825,000.00

	1. support for Lutheran orphanages – Haiti  .........$70,000

	2. Lutheran Braille Workers 
  Plate Embossing Device  ........................................ $100,000

	3. Lutheran Bible translators (LBt) 
  spread God’s Word  
  through Print and audio  .........................................$97,344

	4. outreach to at-risk children – 
  Detroit, Michigan  .......................................................$55,000

	5. cancer care Package Ministry  ............................. $100,000

	6. crow indian Ministry – Montana  ....................$69,999.64

	7. Exodus 2:6 Project: spiritual care in 
  Disasters – texas, Louisiana, oklahoma  .............$50,000

 8. children’s Nutrition and 
  care – vietnam ............................................................$72,255

 9. Grace Place for LcMs 
  international Missionaries  ......................................$75,000

10. Pregnancy center: Newborn 
  Protection – Malaysia, southeast asia  ...............$54,500

11. the Lutheran Malaria initiative – 
  Kenya, East africa  ................................................... $100,000

12. two Graduate scholarships for 
  international/Minority students – 
  concordia seminary, st. Louis, Missouri ..............$50,000

13. Project JoEL — outreach to Youth 
  central/south america  .............................................$75,000

 14. children’s Developmental Disabilities 
  Group Home and rehabilitation 
  center – Dominican republic  ............................. $100,000

 15. Missionary Family care and Education  ............. $100,000

16. Gospel outreach through 
  open arms child care  ...............................................$65,000

17. Haskell indian Nations university 
  Lutheran campus Ministry Expansion – 
  Lawrence, Kansas  ................................................... $100,000

18. Financial support for LcMs Prison 
  and Jail Ministry conference  ..................................$27,500

19. Physical and spiritual Nourishment for 
  the impoverished – united states/Mexico 
  Border [partial funding] .....................................$27,970.36

– grant paid in full 
– grant partially paid

Current Mission Grants Highlighted This Issue

Check the latest updates for mites received 
and grants funded at www.lwml.org

Key:

studies and craved god’s word daily. The heimers guided sergio into 
a trade and taught him about a life he never imagined. as pastor Karl 
and Jeanette followed the heavenly father’s direction, sergio now 
knows his savior personally and is no longer involved in gang life.
Countless volunteers have served through ysleta and have taken their 
faith experience home. mission trips continue to bring many lutheran 
youth from lCms congregations across the country to ysleta to work. 
an lwml grant of $27,970 to ysleta lutheran mission human Care 
(ylmhC), a recognized service organization of the lCms, provides 
weekly hot lunches and god’s word, teaching Bible lessons and distrib-
uting Bibles to the people of ysleta.
pastor Karl and Jeanette believe that, as long as god wills, they will 
serve wherever he calls them. The lord has used their faithfulness to 
bring about ysleta lutheran mission, a humble place where people 
come to work and where work gets done for the lord’s purpose. may 
the Triune god continue to guide their steps as they continue to be 
missionaries for him.

Christine drieling, friend of the heimer family and 20-year servant at ysleta 
lutheran mission, is a resident of st. paul, minnesota.
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