
Dear Sisters in Christ,
when editor nancy honored me by asking 
me to write a convention welcome for this 
Quarterly, my immediate thoughts went to 
my very first international lutheran women’s 
missionary league Convention in1989, in 
rapid City, south Dakota. The theme was 
“seek his face always,” based on 1 Chronicles 
16:11. my memories are vivid. one special 
memory is the Closing outdoor vespers held 
in memorial park adjoining the convention 
center. we stood forming a cross on the huge 
lawn, and sang “lift high the Cross” while 
shining our mini flashlights up into the dark 
sky. i can still hear the voices of over 6,000 
women singing and praising our father! 
The speakers seemed to be speaking to me 
personally — i went home committed to 
attending every lwml Convention possible. i 
wanted to be a part of this organization that 
supported missions around the world and 
encouraged my sisters in the lCms in Bible 
study and leadership skills. 
my friends, i personally invite you to come to 
pittsburgh, pennsylvania, June 27–30, 2013, 
to the 35th Biennial lwml Convention!
Come to pittsburgh through the fort pitt 
Tunnel and see an astonishing city view! 
some have labeled it “the only city with an 
entrance.” pittsburgh is a former steel city 
that has been transformed, renewed, and 
regenerated into a beautiful, green city. 
The comprehensive downtown comprises 
20 square blocks laid out in the shape of a 
triangle, labeled the “golden Triangle.” in this 
city of bridges, three rivers (monongahela, 
allegheny, and ohio) come together near the 
convention center in a breathtaking sight.
you will want to attend the opening worship 
on Thursday evening. The opening worship 

is a time to thank our gracious god for all he 
has done for the lwml. it is a time of joining 
our voices and singing his praises. have you 
ever worshipped with over 3,000 fellow be-
lievers? it is an amazing experience and one 
you will not want to miss. we are praying that 
our pittsburgh-area brothers and sisters will 
join us for worship, even if they are unable to 
attend the rest of the convention.
we will make decisions for the future work of 
the lwml by selecting new mission grants 
for the 2013–2015 biennium and electing 
new officers. we will greet old friends and 
make new ones. we will grow in god’s word 
and celebrate his love, faithfulness, and for-
giveness in worship.
we have listened to your requests and have 
made a few program changes. we will not 
have entertainment on friday night; instead, 
we will have an lwml neighborhood Block 
party in the exhibit hall. There will be time 
to explore and interact with the exhibits. 
Come enjoy the fun, relaxed evening! we 
have moved the mission pledge walk to late 
friday afternoon. it will be an exciting sight 
to see so many walking for missions. This 
will be an energizing time after sitting in 
convention all day. 
would it be possible for you to help another 
lwml sister attend the convention? Do you 
have frequent flyer miles that you could 
donate? is your church or lwml able to give a 
scholarship to someone who otherwise would 
be unable to attend? remove the roadblocks 
for your sister in Christ who may never get to 
a convention without god working through 
you. it will make a difference in her life! 
i pray that you will join us in pittsburgh! 
please bring a friend and come be

“Quenched! by the Water.”
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