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 To ghana and Back: Lois’ Mission Journey

“never did i anticipate that studying at the university of 
ghana during my junior year in college would turn into 
years of mission work!” shares lois geiger-Campagna, who 
years later became an official missionary of the evangelical 
lutheran Church of ghana (elCg), which is in fellowship 
with the lutheran Church—missouri synod. 
recently she traveled by bus for 19 hours, on many dirt 
roads, to the northern part of ghana, where the elCg’s 
Women’s fellowship Convention was held “under outdoor 
canopies on the grounds of a secondary school. most of 
us cooked and ate there, sleeping on foam mattresses on 
classroom floors. the food situation reminded me of the bib-
lical account of the loaves and fishes; i had no idea where the 
food came from, but through sharing, we always had enough. 

“We participated in bible studies; we listened to our pastors, 
who spoke on giving and tithing, and to women, who spoke 
of god’s blessings for families; we prayed together; and we 
toured an orphanage that was founded and is supported 
by one of our lutheran ghanaian women. 

“Participants brought necessities of life to share with the pas-
tors, their families, the orphans, and the women from the 
north: used clothing, shoes, food, toiletry items, and books. 
often there were five different tribal languages being inter-
preted at once. diverse, yes, but also united in our love of 

the savior.” the event closed with a communion service.
lois, a native of Wisconsin, came back to the states and 
attended the Peoria 2011 lWml convention. she related, “i 
visit the lWml website frequently at internet cafes. i learn so 
much from the articles posted on the website; i enjoy being 
connected to the women of the lWml. a friend has been 
mailing copies of the lutheran woman’s Quarterly to me; i 
eagerly read and share it with the women at my church.

“i encourage all women to be involved in mission work in their 
own communities or overseas, wherever they are available 
and can be most effective.”

In an effort to encourage more 
women of the congregation to be-
come familiar with lWml, St. Paul’s, 

Nokomis, Illinois, held an advent by 
Candlelight celebration featuring “the 
twelve Days of christmas.” the 70 women 
in attendance discovered the Christian 
meanings hidden in this late 18th cen-
tury english carol, whose lyrics refer to 
the giver as “my true love.” Who could 
this person be? every good and perfect 
gift is from God (James 1:17 nirv).

A Note from the News Editor
if you are like me, december is jam-
packed with extra church services, music 
practices, pageants, and family obliga-
tions that make it seem as though it is 
hard to breathe!  

What can we do to diminish the ever-
growing commercial Christmas season 
that overextends its boundaries and 
rushes us through the season?
advent, the period beginning four sun-
days before Christmas, is to be a time of 
reflection when we anticipate the coming 
of Christ into the world. in an effort to 
develop a new and more excellent way to 
celebrate advent, we need your help. 
tell us how you and your church celebrate 
this precious time before Christmas.   
What ways have you found to slow down 
and relax during this busy time of year?  
how do you keep your focus on Jesus 
Christ amidst the lights and decorations 
of Christmas?
 

Advent by 
candlelight

Please submit your ideas to news editor linda Guteres at newseditor@lwml.org or 3 timber trail, 
medford, ny 11763. Please include your name, address, phone, and email address.
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