
The 30 delegates and 70 guests had long 
looked forward to bringing together the 
hundreds of women’s groups from each of 

the synod’s congregations to support mission 
work on a national and international scale. 

historically, women had always supported god 
and the Church by performing deeds of kind-
ness, mercy, and charity and by giving of their 
financial blessings. Women had followed Jesus 
since his time on earth. think of mary and 
martha, the group of women who supported 
Christ’s ministry with their finances, and the 
women at the tomb on easter morning. think 
of katie luther supporting her husband’s work 
in his attempts to reform the roman Catholic 
Church. lCms women in the 1800s and early 
1900s served the lord in their own congrega-
tions, communities, and districts. but as they 
looked at the needs of the world, they saw 
an additional, more excellent way, to support 

worldwide missions. the idea for a national 
lCms women’s organization took root in 1929, 
but it was in 1942, during WWii, that these pio-
neer women met to officially launch the lWml.

today, 70 years later, the women of the lWml 
look and dress differently than in 1942. but the 
original mission emphasis remains: “to develop 
and to maintain a greater mission conscious-
ness … mission education, mission inspiration, 
mission service … to gather funds for mission 
projects sponsored by the synod.”

on the opposite page, please read and enjoy 
tidbits of lWml’s origins and pay tribute to 
these pioneer women who, brick-by-brick, 
built the lWml’s foundation. say a prayer of 
thanks for the opportunities to share god’s 
Word through mites, and ask god to guide the 
lWml during the next 70 years of serving the 
lord with gladness! Q

Happy 70th Birthday, LWML!
By carolyn Blum

White gloves. Hats with veils. Nylon stockings with seams down the back. Even though the morning 
of July 7, 1942, promised to be a hot and humid Chicago day, 100 LCMS women from around the 

country dressed carefully in the latest style for this important event: They were to attend a meeting 
at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church to give “birth” to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.

thanks to Barbara huggins, lwml archivist-historian, and marlys taege, author of “wInGs women In 
God’s service,” for their assistance in developing this article.
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�clara schmitt worked 
in the family business 
in st. louis and raised 
three children while 
serving as the first 
lwml President. she 
handled most early 
lwml correspondence, 
which included mailing 
mite Boxes and Quar-
terlies from her home.

�this "mission Box" was the 
first mite box of its kind.


Published in 1929, this was a 

forerunner of the lutheran 
woman’s Quarterly magazine.

In 1943, the first mission project (now 
called mission grant), using funds col-
lected in mite Boxes, was to construct 
a chapel for the Deaf near cleveland, 
ohio. the grant amount was $15,000. 
the excerpt below is from a statement 
written by the missionary to the Deaf 
in cleveland, ohio.

“during the organization Convention 
of the lutheran Women’s mission-
ary league, held last summer, the 
Convention went on record that the 
first fruits of the financial proceeds 
were to be contributed toward the 
erection of a chapel for the deaf. this 
resolution surely is most pleasing to 
god, because, whatsoever our Chris-
tian women will do for the unfortu-
nate, will be done as unto Christ.

“the undersigned is your Cleveland 
missionary to the deaf, and he has 
been requested to write these words 
to the marys and marthas of our 
new lutheran Women's missionary 
league. ... When god's people, under 
moses, needed their first tabernacle, 
the holy spirit, by the Word of god, 
mightily moved believers to bring 
more than necessary, and we read 
in exodus 35:29, the children of Israel 
brought a willing offering unto the 
lord, every man and woman, whose 
heart made them willing.

“Christian women of our league, may 
god mightily move also your hearts 
so that your faith in Jesus and your 
fervent love for lost souls will induce 
you to carry out your resolution, 
namely to help synod build a chapel 
for the deaf to the greater glory of 
god and the salvation of many more 
immortal souls!”

First Mission Grant
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