
“You’ve always been a deaconess, you 
just didn’t know it!” declared a friend 
when Lisa Stapp announced she was 
enrolling in the online Deaconess 
program from Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Born into a Lutheran family, Lisa was 
diagnosed at age nine with a progres-
sive neuromuscular disorder, Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy Type 2; however, 
that has not deterred her from be-
ing a constant witness for Jesus. “I 
have the distinct privilege of being 
a person with a disability, riding in 
a wheelchair,” she said. “People who 
ordinarily would not be open to talk-
ing to professional church workers do 
talk to me, enabling me to share Jesus’ 
love with them. Because I am often 
in a hospital environment, the Holy 
Spirit provides many opportunities to 
witness my faith, and the deaconess 
training is showing me how to ex-
press His truths simply and accurately.”
Currently serving her church, Zion 
Lutheran in Tomball, Texas, as Sun-
day School superintendent, Lisa is 

expected to graduate this fall. Along 
with her B.A. in psychology from the 
University of Houston, many areas of 
service may be open. “I want to help 
people more than just to feel better,” 
she stated. “It takes a combination 
of Law and Gospel, presented at just 
the right time, to make a real differ-
ence. Writing a book about suffering 
and the God who suffers with us is 
something I’d like to do. I’m inter-
ested in working in a nursing home, 
a rehab facility, or a hospice; I’d also 
like to teach Bible studies.”
Lisa is passionate about serving the 
often-overlooked segments of the 
population, including seniors and 
people with disabilities. “Today’s 
society places much emphasis on 
abilities and youth. However, we are 
all helpless recipients of our heav-
enly Father’s grace,” she said.
Regarding her deaconess studies, 
Lisa quips, “Who could ask for more 
than a lifetime of scriptural learning, 
history, and doctrine? It’s better than 
being paid to eat chocolate truffles!”

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Nominating Committee is 
seeking the following candidates 
to be elected at the LWML Convention 
in Pittsburgh in 2013:

Vice President of Christian Life
Vice President of Communication
Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
Recording Secretary
Nominating Committee (5)
Any LWML member may submit 
nominee names for consideration. 
Nomination forms may be down-
loaded at www.lwml.org.
For questions or additional information 
contact Nominating Committee Chairman 
Bev England, 8350 E. 14th St., Tulsa, OK 74112 
(918) 557-4467 or nominations@lwml.org 
DEADLINE is August 15, 2012.
Deadline for Mission Grants Proposals 
for 2013–2015 is September 30, 2012. 
Download forms at www.lwml.org.

Lisa participating 
in online class, with 

Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary 

personnel Dr. Cynthia 
Lumley, Associate 

Director of Deacon-
ess Studies, and Dr. 

Arthur Just, Professor 
and Chairman of 

Exegetical Theology.

Do you have a unique way to collect 
mites? Peace Lutheran Church in Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, does! On her farm, a 

member of their Bible study group 
raises hens whose eggs are too 
small to sell at the local farmer’s 

market. The delicious eggs 
are sold instead at their 
Bible study meeting, with 
all the proceeds being 

donated to mites. 

Lisa’s Witness by Carolyn Blum

The LWML of Grace Lutheran Church, 
Huntsville, Alabama, handed out Master’s 
Cards to their congregation on LWML Sun-
day. Bags of 10 Master’s Cards were distribut-
ed along with ideas of how these cards could 
be used to witness to others about Jesus 
Christ. Norma Palmer reported she was able 
to use the cards not only as a witness but 
also as words of encouragement to residents 
of a rehab facility their group visits monthly. 
After the Bible verses were read, they had 
time for personal prayer.
English and Spanish versions of LWML Master’s 
Cards can be purchased at www.lwml.org.

BETTER TOGETHER: Male|Female Relationships 
is the theme for our Winter 2012 issue. 
NEWS! Please send your LWML news (and photos!) to 
News Editor Linda Guteres at newseditor@lwml.org 
or 3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 11763 by June 15, 2012. 
Include your name, address, phone, and email address.
READ “PHOTO SUBMISSION GUIDELINES” for help 
when taking and submitting photos at: www.lwml.org/
resources/quarterly

call for news items Winter 2012
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