
We watch as a skit is 
performed. Some-
one is sick. The child 
is taken to the clinic. 
Oh, yes, she needs 
medicine. And then, 
thank God, she 
feels better. From 
now on she’ll sleep 
under her bed net 
every night.
We’re in a Lutheran 

church, Mgaa parish, Tanzania. The church is packed. The 
children — and there are many of them — have already 
sung many songs, some of which say, “Malaria No More.” 
The question asked was, “Did you sleep under a bed net 
last night?” We’re so pleased with the response that we 
clap and cheer. 
Why is this so important? Why the cheer? Every 45 seconds 
someone dies from malaria. Over 80 percent of those 
deaths are in Africa, and almost all of them are children 
under the age of five or a pregnant woman. 
In Sunday School, these children have learned how to 
survive in an area where malaria is an everyday heartache. 
They’ve learned about insecticide-treated bed nets, and 
they have learned that if they don’t feel well, they need to 
go to the clinic right away. Their families are convinced too.
One of the older children told us, “We have learned to 
sleep under a bed net each night. Please tell the Sunday 
School kids in the USA — THANK YOU! And, pray for us. We 
want to live with no malaria — just like you do.”
Those are strong memories in an unforgettable journey to 
Tanzania to see the work Lutheran World Relief (LWR) via 
Lutheran Malaria Initiative is doing there. How can we not 

be involved once we know about the devastation caused 
by this preventable and treatable disease?
Rev. John Nunes, President of LWR, invited board leaders 
and select staff to see first hand the work started there. We 
arrived in Arusha, Tanzania, in mid-February. After early 
morning worship in Swahili with leadership of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (ELCT), which has 5.6 
million members, and then learning about current condi-
tions and needs in English, we traveled over 220 miles to 
Singida in the heart of rural Tanzania.
Once we left the city traffic, we sailed along on paved 
roads for a third of the way. Even though we were at the 
end of rainy season, the skies darkened and it poured. And 
then we were mired in deep mud. We were thankful for the 
four-wheel drive vehicles and the excellent local drivers. 
The next morning — it was sunny and bright — we visited 
Emmanuel Cathedral of the Singida Diocese. We were 
able to visit with Bishop Rev. Eliufoo Sima. As the group 
crowded into his office, he shared that he was recovering 
from a malaria attack. He was tired and weak but able to 
return to work. During our conversation he said, “What we 
do is what Jesus did — heal, teach, and advocate. And, like 
Jesus, we make a point of reaching out to those that others 
overlook.” (Matthew 19:13-15)
Later we visited the Mukulu dispensary. The government 
of Tanzania welcomes the ELCT as a major national health 
care provider. About 95 percent of ELCT facilities are in 
rural areas. Each dispensary serves about 10,000 people 
coming from up to 15 kilometers — most of whom visit by 
walking or riding bicycles and/or buses.
The local Lutheran pastor is chair of the dispensary board. It 
is a very poor place with no electricity. The government pro-
vides some malaria treatment drugs as well as Intermittent 
Prescriptive Treatment, IPT, for pregnant women. 

tHe
queStION

everywhere we go, we ask the question.  
hands fly up in response. especially the children!  
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every 45 seconds 
someone dies from 
malaria, mostly children 
under the age of five 
and pregnant women. 
many others are unable 
to work because their 
children are ill or they 
are sick themselves. the 
rural poor cannot afford 
needed bed nets and/or 
appropriate medicines. 
many live on less than 
a dollar a day — well 
below poverty level. 

At the lcms conven-
tion in July of 2010, over 
95 percent of voting 
delegates supported 
lcms involvement in the 
lutheran malaria initia-
tive — a partnership 
of the lcms, lutheran 
world Relief, the united 
nations foundation, 
and the global fund, 
dedicated to stopping 
deaths from malaria by 
2015. 100 percent of 
money raised goes to 
the field to provide ma-
terial resources (such as 
insecticide-treated bed 
nets), medicine, and the 
all-important education 
component. 

editor’s note: See page 20 for a 
Bible study co-written by Gloria 
Edwards about how Jesus’ care 
for the sick leads us to respond.
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LWR staff has helped train the staff, 
mostly volunteer, in record keeping 
(so they can acquire drugs, as needed) 
and educational methods for malaria 
care and prevention. A rather crude 
poster on the wall listed the top 10 
illnesses. Malaria was number one!
 The health clinic we visited in an-
other area did have electricity and a 
working microscope. Before LMI, 500 
malaria cases were treated each year 
at this clinic. Since the launch of the 
LMI program, the number this past 
year was 209. Great progress!
The pastor in this community, along 
with 72 other pastors in the region, 
had been trained through the LMI 
program. He was passionate about 
the difference they were making in 
the community. His co-worker 
evangelist, seventy-four-year-old 
Emmanueal Hema, has worked in 
this community for over 40 years. 
He is out talking to everyone in the 
village. Before, folks didn’t know 
what was wrong so they tried to treat 
themselves with herbs and local rem-
edies. Now Emmanueal tells them 
they can get help. He tells them 
about malaria, its causes, and how to 
get treatment at the clinic.
Many local children, men, and 
women gathered around the clinic 
as we talked with the staff. Once 
again the question was asked, “Did 
you sleep under a bed net last 
night?” All the hands went up. God 
is making a difference through us.
You too can be involved. At last sum-
mer’s LWML convention, delegates 
voted to give $100,000 to support 
LMI work in Kenya. We know the 
program works. We can make a dif-
ference and be a part of the global 
movement to stop malaria. Pray for 
those who need our help and fill 
your mite box again and again. q
Past LWML President Gloria Edwards 
serves as the national co-chair of the 
LMI cabinet, is vice-chair of the LWR 
board, and is a member of the LCMS 
Board of Directors. For more informa-
tion, go to lutheranmalaria.org.
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