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For more information, check out Impressions, the newsletter for young women, at www.lwml.org.

Spotlight on Mary Kay

The Best Laid Plans …

It was going to be the best 4-year-old 

birthday party ever! The princess hats 

were all ready. The games were going to 

be great. The table was set with matching 

plates and silverware and napkins. Each lit-

tle girl was going to go home with her own 

wand … and the cake.

Oh, the cake! Even though I had to make it a 

second time because the first time was a flop, 

the second castle cake was adorable! I just 

needed the eight little girls to arrive for the 

big moment. My daughter was so excited!

The big day arrived. The party was a disas-

ter — for too many reasons to explain! I 

was so disappointed.

We do things like this all the time. We make 

elaborate plans and think we have every 

detail worked out. We go overboard in the 

planning and often forget to seek God’s 

direction through prayer. We have a plan 

and we have it all figured out — a.k.a. a little 

something called CONTROL!

Proverbs 16:9 tell us this: In his heart a 

man plans 

his course, 

but the Lord 

determines his 

steps. Next 

time I make 

a plan, no 

matter what 

it might be, 

I want to 

bring it first 

to the Lord 

in prayer.

“Mission zeal” has been on Mary Kay 
Mages’ heart for many years. Upon 
graduation from Valparaiso University, 
she served as a long-term mission-
ary with LCMS World Mission at the 
Lutheran High School in Tisovec in 
the Slovak Republic. Her mission field 
now is closer to home at her congre-
gation in New Ulm, Minnesota, where 
she teaches Sunday School and serves on 
the Board of Education. She is a busy young 
mom of three, a practicing attorney, and a 
farmer’s wife.
Mary Kay, a fourth generation LWML mem-
ber, says, “LWML is an appropriate home for 
my mission-minded heart.” She has taken her 
service to LWML one step further by becom-
ing a volunteer Gift Planning Advocate for the 
LWML Gifts of Love program. Her role is to 
keep the Gifts of Love program on the minds 

of LWML 
women in 
the Min-
nesota South District, showing women 
how properly structured planned gifts can 
benefit the giver, their heirs, and the LWML 
all at the same time. She puts potential 
planned givers in touch with Pat Bilow, the 
LWML Gift Planning Counselor.
To find out more about Mary’s passion for the 
Gifts of Love program, go to  
www.lwmlgiftplan.org

Dear Father,
Perfection. I want it in every-
thing I do, especially in serving 
You. I need to create the perfect 
Sunday School lesson. I want 
my family to look perfect when 
we attend worship together. My 
devotion for the meeting needs 
to be awesome and inspira-
tional. When Bible study meets 
at my house, I need to have the 
best snacks — and my house 
must be clean.
Is that what You really need 
me to be — perfect? Help me 
to remember I don’t need to be 
like Martha all the time. I don’t 
need to be perfect, just open. 
You took care of that.
I need to be like Mary, sitting at 
Your feet, hearing You speak to 
me in Your Word, and following 
Your will for my life instead of 
my own expectations. Give me 
ears to listen and a heart to serve 
You, despite my imperfections.

Love, Your daughter
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