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Pass It On 

Devotion 
 
It takes a village to raise a child – or so the saying goes. First and foremost, it takes a family that 
follows the teachings of God to raise that child in the faith. In today’s world where the Supreme 
Court has legalized “marriage” between same sex couples and terrorists are attacking Christians, 
knowing and following the Word of God becomes, and remains, an important function when the 
family is gathered. The Bible always provides us with answers. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:1-12 says, “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the rules that the 
Lord your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are 
going over, to possess it, that you may fear the Lord your God, you and  your son and your son’s 
son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of 
your life, and that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, 
that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of your 
fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them as you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates. And when the Lord your God brings you into the 
land that he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you – with great 
and good cities that you did not build, and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and 
cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant  – and when 
you eat and are full, then take care that you do not forget the  Lord, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” 
 
In our various roles as family members, we can find the answer to life’s situations in the pages of 
God’s Word. Husband and wife, by being in the habit of reading devotions and the Bible, and 
learning together, can continue to grow and strengthen their faith, as well as find wisdom from 
God. He is always there for us. 
 
The role of mother is multi-layered, involving philotecknos (Greek for a special kind of love) as 
accented in Titus 2:1-15, caring and nurturing her children, affectionately embracing them, 
meeting their needs, and tenderly befriending each one as a gift from God. 
 
A father’s role is delineated in Deuteronomy 6:6-9. As a blessing from God, he can teach them 
biblical wisdom thereby making God the center of the family. He also teaches them by his own 
actions and choices, having sought the help of God; and disciplines his children out of love and 
with love. In the fear of the Lord one has strong confidence and his children will have a refuge 
(Prov. 14:26 ESV). 
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Grandparents can share with grandchildren the truth of the gospel; trusting the Holy Spirit to 
draw them in on His time schedule, show them how to flourish spiritually in a hostile culture, be 
consistent when it comes to their integrity, show them love, and demonstrate a consistent 
concern and true compassion for unsaved people. 
 
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim Your might to 
another generation, your power to all those to come (Psalm 71:18). 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the blessing of family, including children. Guide me in the 
path of righteousness and strengthen my faith as I study Your Word and pass it on to the 
generations to follow. In Your name I pray. Amen. 
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