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A Devotion Based on Psalm 96 

 
 

Needed: 12 speakers or speaker parts may be divided between 3-4 people. 
 
Introduction: The Book of Psalms is considered to be the first hymnal and prayer book.  It 
includes hymns of praise and worship, prayers for help and salvation, please for forgiveness, 
thanksgiving for blessings, and please for removal of enemies. 
 
Psalm 96 is a song of praise. It is an urging for all people to praise God for His greatness, His 
kingdom, and His judgment. 
 
SPEAKER 1: 
The thought of the King whose throne is ... from everlasting and whose decrees are .... for 
evermore (Psalm 93:2, 5 RSV) inspires one new song after another in praise for His marvelous 
works. 
 
SPEAKER 2: 
Psalm 96: 1-3 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, 
praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
 
SPEAKER 3: 
This part of the psalm is a summons to Israel to broadcast His glory among the nations.  The 
Israelites had the benefit of His salvation and knew how “greatly to be praise” and “feared” was 
God. 
 
SPEAKER 4: 
Psalm 96:4-6 For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 
Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctum. 
 
SPEAKER 5: 
All nations shall praise the Lord as the only God.  We are to proclaim the glory of His reign 
throughout the world.  The people of the Old Testament are to anticipate the world mission of the 
New Testament people of God, as told by Matthew in the Great Commission: 
 
SPEAKER 6: 
Matthew 28: 16-20 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to 
them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age." 
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SPEAKER 7: 
Psalm 96:7-9 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. Worship 
the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 
 
SPEAKERS: 
At hearing the good news, all the families of all the people are to come into His courts, giving 
Him the glory due His name. All the earth shall praise the Lord, because He alone is God. The 
pagan gods of the people exist only in the imagination of their worshippers. Our God is real, 
having created the world and all that is in it. He has dominion over all things. 
 
SPEAKER 9: 
Psalm 96:10-11 Say among the nations, "The Lord reigns. " The world is firmly established, it 
cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.  Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be 
glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 
 
SPEAKER 10: 
The Lord reigns over the world with equity. The world order includes both physical and moral 
aspects because both were established by God for His one kingdom and are upheld by His one 
rule. Therefore, God's rule over creation and the affairs of His people, including His acts of 
redemption are spoken of as His righteousness, faithfulness, love, and goodness. If we entrust 
ourselves to God, we need not fear the day when "he comes to judge the earth." It will be an 
occasion for rejoicing because redemption is drawing near, as Luke says in Chapter 21 verse 28. 
 
READER 11: 
Psalm 96:12-13 let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them.  Then all the trees of the forest 
will sing for joy; they will sing before the Lord. For he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He 
will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his truth. 
 
SPEAKER 12: 
Because God rules over all things and is the Lord of history, Israel lived in hope of the coming of 
God. We live in faith, knowing Jesus came to establish His righteousness on the earth and will 
come again to judge. 
 
CLOSING: 
Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe 
and language and people and nation." 
In His Holy Name, AMEN. 
 



 
A Devotion Based on Psalm 96 3 revised 2020 
 

Prayer: 
Lord God, Heavenly Father, 
Bless the study of Your Word through the psalmist. Accept our reading of Psalms, and singing of 
hymns offered as praise. Give ear to our prayers and strengthen us as we meditate on Your 
Word. Seal in the covenant of Your love all who were washed in the name of Christ. Grant peace 
to your children everywhere who call on Your name this day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture is NIV, unless otherwise indicated. 
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