
By Pat Bilow

From time to time, it seems like God gives us certain 
seasons in our lives for reflection. The busyness of life 
doesn’t afford us these opportunities very often, but when 
that time does appear, we cannot but praise God for what 
He has done for us.

Not long ago, Carol Radunz of Bloomington, Min-
nesota, reflected on her life and especially wanted to 
remember her mother, Lydia Doering, for introducing her 
to LWML. Carol also wanted to acknowledge the experi-
ence she had been given to work for Metropolitan Life 
for nearly 15 years, where she learned the importance of 
financial and estate planning. Though she and her hus-
band, Robert, a retired president and general manager of a 
plastics company, had already done a considerable amount 
of estate planning, one piece hadn’t yet been put in place.

Carol, Robert, and I met several times to discuss a 
charitable component to their plan. After some thought, 
Carol decided first to relinquish ownership of an insur-
ance policy that her parents purchased for her many years 
ago, since it no longer served its original purpose. Shortly 
afterward, she also gifted an individual retirement account 
(IRA), contributing both the life insurance policy and the 
IRA gift to LWML in gratitude for the benefits LWML 
has given her throughout her lifetime.

Over the years, 
Carol’s LWML 
involvement has 
included serving 
as zone president 
for the Minne-
apolis and Suburban South Minneapolis Zones, along 
with being recording secretary for each Zone. She also 
was appointed archivist historian for eight years and 
currently serves as president of the LWML/Women’s 
Board at the church where she and Bob are members, 
St. Michael’s in Bloomington. As a couple, they coor-
dinate the Adopt-A-Highway program at St. Michael’s, 
and both currently serve on the Senior Saints Planning 
Committee.

“I decided to make these gifts in memory of my mother 
for taking me to her LWML events when I was a little 
girl,” Carol recalls. “I learned early on what LWML means 
in terms of spiritual growth and the camaraderie that 
develops among women of faith.”

Robert was in full agreement with her decision. “We have 
been blessed far beyond what we ever expected,” he relates.

For more information about life insurance and IRA 
gifts, contact lwmlgiftplanner@lwml.org or call 1 (888) 
482-8425.

Responding to Reflections

Fun Facts
Website — www.lwml.org
7 over 103,000 visits
7 more than 36,000 visitors from 108 different countries

Facebook — www.facebook.com/TheLWML
7 more than 3,000 “fans” 
7 those fans have over 450,000 friends
7 average of 1,300 people use TheLWML Facebook 

page daily

Thank You to all our website and 
Facebook visitors in 2011!

New Online Gift Certificates
Looking for the perfect gifts for your sisters in Christ? 
Got some last minute shopping to do? The LWML 
Online Store has the perfect size and color for you.
And it’s right at your fingertips! Get a gift certificate! 

Three kinds to choose from:
h Email a Gift Certificate to Someone!
h Mail a Gift Certificate to Someone!
h Mail a Gift Certificate to Myself!

Go to www.lwml.org/shop

www.lwml.org
exclusively For you

on the Web
“like” Us on Facebook!

Fans of our Facebook page 
will have access to status 

updates and photos in real 
time during the Peoria convention. 
More than 2,400 people have 
already joined the conversation 
by becoming fans of our Facebook 
page. We’d love to hear from you too!    

convention central: What’s Playing in Peoria?

Information about the 2011 Peoria 
convention is only a click away on 

the LWML website. Check out the 
Convention Central page (under 
Events) at www.lwml.org. Updates 
and photos will be posted daily 
during the convention. Convention 
Central will continue to serve as your 
information resource even after the 
curtain closes on Peoria.
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