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Faith 
Talk 
Tips

By Rev. Carl Gnewuch

Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the work you have received from the 
Lord” (Colossians 4:17).

Early in the morning, we might debate whether the ideal leader is someone 
who is highly organized, or charismatic, or a visionary, or an equipper. But at the 
end of the day, we would agree the best leader is the one who gets the job done. 

So why would we, as leaders, not finish the work we have received from 
the Lord? 

We’re afraid. We don’t start because we fear it will end in failure. We don’t 
finish because we realize the completed product will not be what we hoped we 
would accomplish, or what others hoped we would accomplish, and we fear it 
won’t be acceptable.

Our Lord has given us the antidote for such debilitating fear: Love, as in 
“Perfect love drives out fear” and the explanatory promise, “We love, because 
he first loved us” (1 John 4:18–19). 

Our confidence in who we are as leaders is found in God, who has assured 
us that we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10). Our confidence in our 
work is found in Christ, who having begun a good work in us, will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6).

Forget the fear of failure — do your work like the child who, when asked to 
draw a picture with a crayon, happily scribbles away with complete confidence 
that her finished work will delight her parents. Our Father is delighted because 
we belong to Him.

Therefore, whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance 
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord you are serving (Colossians 3:23–24). 

Know the inheritance is already yours through Christ Jesus; all that is left is the 
work today and the greeting tomorrow, when the Lord will say, Well done, good 
and faithful servant! Come and share your master’s happiness! (Matthew 25:21,23). 

Expect God’s happiness as you get started and enjoy your work today!

Rev. Carl Gnewuch served as LWML Counselor from 2005–2009.

Debunking Those “Leader Fears”

s Bible study leader at the 2009 Portland LWML 
Convention, Dr. Mary Hilgendorf, encourages you 
to take “The Faith Talk Challenge.”
l intentionally select five women in your life
l schedule coffee with them 
l share your faith journeys & life story
l offer a prayer

s Some people are hesitant to take on a leadership 
position because they fear criticism. When a fel-
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