
“I’m a professor of comparative religions.” 
These are not words you want to hear at the beginning of 

a long plane flight, especially when looking forward to study 
time. Yet here I was, my Bible and presentation in hand, not 
believing that the gentleman seated next to me wanted to dis-
cuss religious differences. 

My first inner reaction: “Oh, Lord, what have I gotten into?” 
I could feel the fear creep up my spine and jangle my nerves. 
“What am I going to say when he confronts me about my faith? 
Where are the words going to come from? Will I be bold enough 
to speak the truth? Is it all going to come out a garbled mess?” 

Almost as quickly as those thoughts flooded my mind, I 
was reminded to pray: “Lord, I will rest in You and trust You 
to have me speak only when needed.” A calmness settled over 
me, and I began to listen much and speak little — and that I 
did for almost two and one-half hours. 

Pulling his beliefs from “all” religions, he weaved in and 
out of Hinduism, New Age, Buddhism, and others, includ-
ing Christianity, but I remained steadfast in the belief of a 
loving Savior who loved me and gave His life for me. He 
simply could not believe that I rested securely in the know-
ledge that I would go to heaven, not on my own merits, but 
on the merits of another. The greatest revelation for him, 
and the fact that silenced him, was when he stated his belief 
that Allah of the Muslim religion and Christ of Christianity 
to be one and the same. With this discussion coming shortly 
after the 9/11 event in New York, I could not help but 
respond, “Do you mean to tell me that the same God who 
told those young men to fly their planes into the twin tow-
ers in New York, desiring “paradise” from Allah, is the same 
as Jesus, who gave His life for me that I might have eternal 
life with Him? I cannot and will not believe that.” 

It was then that I noticed that not only he, but also the 
entire plane, was in complete silence. I don’t know how long 
they had been listening, but I am sure the other passengers 
must have been listening for some time. Later I thought, 
“That conversation may not have been for the professor’s 
sake but for the sake of many others who sat near and could 
not avoid hearing all that was said.” I can only pray that 
someone entered God’s throne of grace and mercy that day 
because of it.

I cannot give myself credit for anything that happened — how 
calm I was and how my path to salvation and God’s grace and 
mercy remained true and steadfast. I knew Christ was with me 
and, to this day, I praise Him for what happened on that plane.

So often I doubt that God has placed me on this universe 
to do anything other than survive. With fears, doubts, fam-
ily problems, and health concerns sometimes facing me, I 
wonder how God Almighty can be using me and my cir-
cumstances to His glory. I have asked myself, “How can I 
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be a witness when my world seems to revolve 
around my daily struggles?”

Acts 17:22–34 has always comforted me and 
helped me understand that God knows me, loves 
me, and places me in His chosen environments in 
His time and locations. 

Paul then stood up in the meeting of Areopa-
gus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every 
way you are very religious. For as I walked around 
and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I 
even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN 
UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very 
thing you worship — and this is what I am going to 
proclaim to you. …

When they heard about the resurrection of the 
dead, some of them sneered, but others said, ‘We 
want to hear you again on this subject.’ At that, 
Paul left the Council. Some of the people became 
followers of Paul and believed. Among them was 

Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, and also a 
woman named Damaris, and a number of others.

So often we believe that when we share with 
just one person, our message will not go very 
far. Yet only the Lord knows how many will be 
reached by that one. That one may reach ten, 
they, in turn, reach hundreds, and then possibly 
thousands may be saved as a result. God never 
expects us to change the hearts of people — that 
is His job. He simply desires that we touch the 
hearts and lives of people with His love, grace, 
and mercy wherever we are and in the circum-
stances presented to us. His light shines even in 
our darkest moments, and His power is revealed 
in and through us. 

Sharing Christ is not easy and fear can keep us 
from doing so. But resting our concerns in the 
hands of God releases that fear from us. Here are 
some things I keep in mind when sharing my faith:
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Living in Christ’s witnessing love means being 
in His Word daily, getting to know Him as the 
Lover of your soul. It means being prepared to 

take a stand, to share the hope that is in you, 
confident that He will give you the words to say 
at any time. 

f Listen, listen, listen! When discussing “religion” with another, simply make it your goal to listen — nothing else. Pray that if God desires you to speak, He will open your mind and give you the words to say. Take some deep breaths and be at rest. 
f Respect their background and don’t tell them how wrong they are. Simply share the hope that is in you and how Christ has enabled you to stand thus far. They can’t deny your “experiences.” 
Remain confident in the promise of His grace and strength in your life. Your path is straight and secure; theirs is one of confusion and fear.
fDon’t defend your faith. Your defense rests in God’s hands and He will take care of it. Avoid argu-ments. If they are unbelievers, they will not under-stand the gift you have anyway, for, as Scripture states, they are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). Rather use Paul’s example above. He didn’t 

scold them for their gods but rather shared his belief and knowledge of “ THE UNKNOWN GOD.”

fGive them a “token” of your faith. Available today are pocket crosses, small tracts or cards, Gos-pels of John, and even coins with which to share your faith. They are simple gestures of hope, simple witnesses of Christ’s love and are easy to distribute. 

f After you have shared your gift of faith and the love of Jesus Christ, remember to pray for them. And don’t cease praying for them until you feel secure in doing so. 

fOpportunities may come to us when we least expect it, and I believe that remaining calm and allowing Him to open the doors releases that ten-sion from us. Even if we walk away without saying a word, our “listening” and countenance may say more than we realize. 
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