
even get flustered when then-Vice President 
Mondale made an unexpected visit at the 
1979 Omaha Convention! 
     Her husband, Bill, was her most avid sup-
porter and was always at conventions and other 
meetings whenever possible. Doris Durkee, 
her good friend, visited Helen regularly in the 
nursing home as Helen struggled to live with 
blindness, caused by macular degeneration, 
and Alzheimer’s disease in recent years.

Betty Duda: I wondered how anyone could 
follow as LWML President after Florence Montz. Helen 
showed me the way. She was lady-like and had a velvet-glove 
leadership style. You heard her every word, followed her 
direction, admired her patience, loved her countenance, and 
respected her as your president. It was a joy to serve with her. 
She was a child of God who loved the Lord. She inspired me 
to follow in her footsteps. 

Carol M. Zemke: Helen was my mentor. She lived in Mankato, 
Minnesota, and I was just married, living just six miles from 
Mankato in the same zone. She asked me to be the zone trea-
surer when she was the zone president. That was my start as an 
LWML leader; from there she mentored me to be zone presi-
dent, district vice president, and then District President of Min-
nesota South LWML.
 Helen’s mannerisms were so loving and engagingly per-
sonal. She knew your abilities and encouraged you to use 
them for the Lord.

Janice M. Wendorf: Although I did not have the privilege of 
meeting her, Helen Morris was, nevertheless, an influence in 
my life. Reading about her presidency and hearing from those 
who knew her and served with her in the LWML leads me to a 
great appreciation for her dedication, perseverance, and leader-
ship gifts. She was a blessing to all of us in the LWML, and we 
rejoice that she is now living with Jesus.

[Please go to the News Releases page at www.lwml.org to read 
more about Helen Morris.]
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My fingers flipped right to her photo — I couldn’t wait to see 
who the current LWML President would be! And smiling back 
at me was the kindly, grandmotherly face of LWML President 
Helen Morris.
 Helen was “my first” LWML President. Her quarterly words 
of encouragement mentored me as our fledgling LWML group 
took its wings.
 Many readers of this magazine may never have the opportu-
nity to meet or to work closely with an LWML President, but 
those who have had that privilege fondly remember their dear 
sister in Christ — servant of Christ — Helen Morris. Their 
remembrances follow:

Helen Gienapp: Helen Morris was a very amiable person. I first 
met Helen when we both were District Presidents along with 
two others who also became International LWML Presidents — 
Florence Montz (just before Helen) and Alberta Barnes (who 
succeeded me). Of course, none of us knew we would be so 
privileged to serve as LWML President — four of us in a row — 
Florence, Helen, me, and then Alberta.
 I served as First Vice President during Helen’s term. She 
was always very thoughtful and well organized; she shared ideas 
with me and did not micro-manage. Helen had been a teacher 
and used those abilities in her dealing with others. She didn’t 
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