
“Several years in a row, my daughters and I set up the kids’ corner 
at the church rummage sale. Years later, the girls still remember 
how much they liked helping. The ladies in the church still take 
a special interest in them and tell them they were the best helpers 
they ever had.” Ann – Vancouver, Washington.

“After serving at a San Francisco soup kitchen, my son and 
daughter and I came away with visions of the many people we 
helped, especially the families with children, and a view of a 
way of life that is very foreign and scary to us. We talked about 
how fortunate we are and how good it feels to be able to help 
others.” Gayle – Castro Valley, California.

“I’ve volunteered with my son in soup kitchens in Atlanta 
and in Fairbanks. In Atlanta, I got to see him with the other 
church youth and, later, as a leader of the youth. In Fair-
banks, I saw him receive kudos from the people running the 
place, and I heard about the work he did with the people 
who used the facilities.” Hyacinth – Atlanta, Georgia.

By Karen Kogler

Crammed schedules and 
frantic-paced living can 
pull families apart. But a 
growing number of families 
are embracing an activity 
that not only brings their 
family together, but also 

builds it up. That activity is family volunteering — 
when couples, parents and children, and other family 
members work side by side serving others.

Christians see volunteering as serving, following 
the example of Jesus Christ, who came not to be 
served but to serve (Mark 10:45). When we serve, 
we become more like our Lord. When we serve 
with others, our relationships are strengthened.

Parents are their children’s primary teachers. 
Even teens notice what their parents do and learn 
from it. Family volunteering teaches children 
many things; they learn that they can help some-
one else and that their contribution makes a dif-
ference. Parents also learn as they see their children 
in a different setting.

When volunteering with your children, keep 
these questions in mind: Are children welcome 
and is there something they can do? Is the task 
appropriate for their age and skills? Will you 
or someone else be supervising them and keep-
ing them safe? Will young children get tired and 
hungry? Prepare children for what they might 
experience. They might need to be told how to be 
courteous to people who are different from them. 
Let older children and teens have a voice when 
selecting a family volunteering activity.

“Our children were 4 and 6 when I took 
them along to monthly visits with an elderly 
woman, bed-ridden, confused, and cranky. 
Crammed in her tiny bedroom, they learned 
not only that life didn’t always look “pretty,” 
but they also learned the joy of focusing 
on another person. On the way home, we’d 
chatter about aging, loneliness, and confu-
sion.” Claire – Annandale, New Jersey.

To maximize the benefits, intentionally talk 
about the activity before and after. Ask the other 
family members what they noticed and what they 
thought of it. For your children, tie the volunteer-
ing to their faith and to what they learn at church, 
in words appropriate for their age: “Jesus helped 
the sick man by healing him. When we serve, 
we’re helping people like Jesus did.” Or, “Jesus has 
given us so much. When we help other people, 
we’re saying thank you to Jesus.” Or, “This is a 
matter of stewardship — managing the time and 
abilities that God has given us.” In family prayers, 
pray for people you have served.

“My family and I walked a 5K walk/run for 
cancer research last year. Photos of cancer 
patients had been posted by the organizers. 
It was good for my three granddaughters to 
remember their grandfather as they passed his 
picture. It encouraged others to see us, and 
we were very encouraged by all the families 
that were there.” Ruth – Denver.

How can volunteer opportunities at your church 
become family-friendly? Invite families to suggest 
ideas for increasing the family-friendly factor. For 
example, single-day serving opportunities are often 

The Family  
That Serves Together …
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By Flo Hofman

“Daddy loves 
me. Mommy 
loves me. And 
most of all, Jesus 
loves me,” my 
five-year-old son 
said to me as he 

was being tucked into bed. I sat on the edge of his 
bed, tears rolling down my cheeks. This was part of 
our nighttime routine, but tonight was different. He 
had never spoken those words before.

Every night, I spoke those words. “Daddy loves 
you. Mommy loves you. And most of all, Jesus 
loves you.” Why would tonight be any different? I 
had been praying for Joshua — that my son would 
know his Savior Jesus and truly understand the 
depth of Jesus’ love.

The fact that Joshua spoke at all was a wonder-
ful answer to prayer. Having been diagnosed with 
autism at a little over two years’ of age, Joshua 
had only started talking a few months earlier. He 
had been in speech therapy since he was eighteen 
months old and, after two years without progress, 
I had thought that maybe God’s answer was “no.”

“Not my will, but Yours, Lord,” I would pray. 
God has a plan for Joshua. I knew that my heav-
enly Father sees the big picture.

When Joshua was four-and-a-half-years old, he 
began saying vowel sounds. Consonant sounds 
followed soon after. That was a major step! Joshua 
could speak when asked a question, but he would 
not speak on his own without prompting.

How exciting it was for me to witness my son at 

the church Christmas party! After seeing his dad 
sing on stage, Joshua ran away from me toward 
him, took the microphone, and — before we  
could catch him — decided that it was his  
turn to sing. I was mortified until he began  
to sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. There he  
was, all of five years old, belting out his song to 
Jesus! Tears flowed once again. I looked around and 
saw my LWML sisters; they had tears in their eyes 
too. They knew the significance of that moment. 
What a support and a blessing they have been to me!

And so it came to be, on that special night and 
in the quiet and stillness of his room. After we had 
said our prayers, I sat on the edge of his bed and 
asked him specific questions about his day. He 
replied to each question with a one-word answer. I 
sat quietly for a few more minutes, stroking his hair.

Then, it happened. A small quiet voice spoke. 
“Daddy loves me. Mommy loves me. And most of 
all, Jesus loves me.” After the shock wore off, I sat 
pondering what had just happened. In that still, 
quiet moment that I knew — Joshua knows his 
Savior and His love for him. I thank my heavenly 
Father for that night with my son. It is a moment 
that I will cherish forever.

Joshua is now eleven years old. He is par-
ticularly good at drawing maps. He continues 
to amaze me! Through this sweet boy, God has 
provided me with opportunities to learn about 
patience and perseverance. Challenging times 
may be ahead, but through it all, I know that 
God is with us. Immanuel.

Flo is Second Vice President of Gulf States District LWML.

Most of All, Jesus Loves Me

convenient for families. Be sure to include “Family 
Groups Welcome!” in your publicity and in your 
job descriptions.

“My husband and I worked together in 
New Orleans, helping families affected by 
Katrina. We were enriched by the families 
and their stories and had a sense of accom-
plishing a God-given task. Our family goal is 
one servant event per year.” Carol – St. Louis.

Christians serve. Christians serve together. Who 
better to serve with than our families?

Karen Kogler, Director of Volunteer Equipping at St. 
Peter Lutheran Church in Arlington Heights, Illinois, 
writes and speaks on volunteerism and equipping laity 
to serve. At www.TheEquipper.org, Karen maintains a 
website of volunteerism resources.
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