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Read Jesus’ prayer for His followers in John 17:14–18. Why 
do you think Jesus wants us to remain in the world?

Read Matthew 5:14–15.

From Sunday school days onward we have been taught (as the 
song says) to “hide it under a bushel? NO! Let it shine!” If 
you associate only with other Christians, how will the people 
living in darkness all around you see your light? In what spe-
cific ways can you be a reflection of God’s light to those in 
your community this week? List them here.

It can be terribly difficult to reach out to a world that doesn’t 
love us or the message of Christ which we bring. Sometimes it 
is much easier to point out the sins and problems in the lives 
of our unbelieving neighbors than it is to show them God’s 
love. The accusing finger of blame is easier to wag than the 
open hands of service … and yet an open hand is much more 
likely to be grasped by another.

Read 1 Peter 3:15–16. How can your attitude be one of gen-
tleness and respect when you are dealing with someone who 
disagrees with your worldview as a Christian?

Read Romans 12:2. It’s clear throughout Scripture that 
God doesn’t want us to be like the world. How can we 
interact with non-Christians enough to show them God’s 
love and let our light shine without allowing their world-
view to change our own?

This balancing act isn’t easy, but it is vitally important! God 
works through us to reach his loved children who are liv-
ing in darkness. He has sent us into the world to be salt and 
light. He has sent his people to “all creation” (Mark 16:15). 
That means everyone — even those we don’t like, those who 
have wronged us, and even those who just don’t seem to 
deserve it. Yikes! The balancing act just keeps getting harder!

Read Colossians 3:12–13. List the words that describe what 
our attitude should be.

Wow. That’s a tall order. As long as we live in this world, we 
will struggle with the balancing act of being in the world and 
not of it. We will totter between our own sinfulness and the 
works of love we are called to do; our accusing finger will 
wage war against our open servant’s hands. Any dancer can 
tell you that whenever you are having trouble keeping your 
balance, it is always good to have a focus point to help steady 
you. By focusing our eyes at an unmovable point, we are able 
to prevent ourselves from falling to the ground in a heap. 
Our focal point is Christ.

Read Hebrews 12:2.

When our calling as Christians seems incredibly difficult and 
impossible to live up to, it’s time to go back to our identity 

in Christ. When you feel like the balancing act is too much 
to handle, look in a mirror and ask yourself, “Who are you?” 
and answer out loud with boldness, “I am God’s loved, for-
given daughter!”

While this world has us caught in the middle, there is another 
lasting world that we are headed to where we will be complete-
ly balanced and at peace with who we are and whose we are.

In closing, read Revelation 21:3–4. Make this sure hope your 
focus theme for the week!
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By the Grace of God
 By Jan Lutz

By the grace of God

I am what I am—

I am who I am —

I am where I am.

By the grace of God

I know what I am—

I know who I am—

I know Whose I am—

And I know where I'm going.


