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Leadership:  
A Risky Business

By Jan Wendorf

In his book, Timeless Truths – In 
Twelve Words or Less, Les Stroh quotes 
Woody Allen, “If you’re not failing once 
in a while, you’re not taking enough 
risks.” The author explains that people 
often equate success with lack of failure. 
Truth is, successful people, really suc-
cessful people, have a lot of failures. 

Real success is so much more than 
avoiding failure. It is being on the cut-
ting edge, challenging the limits, and 
finding innovative, creative ways to do 
things. It is getting beyond the old para-
digms and discovering the future. You 
can’t do that without risk, and when you 
risk, you’re risking failure. 

People who fear failure, people who 
fear what others will think — they are 
people who won’t risk. But risks are 
essential to real success.

As I think back to the months before 
I was elected your president, I was 
fearful of the risk of being elected. 
How could I be the one to serve this 
organization? With God’s help and His 
making peace in my soul, I accepted 
this position and am learning to be a 
risk taker. 

I remember taking a risk to ride my 
bicycle for the first time without some-
one holding onto the seat. I remember 
mustering the courage to jump off the 
high dive at the local swimming pool. 
When you think about it, our entire 
lives are filled with risk-taking moments 
that have taught us life’s lessons in mak-
ing choices, remaking choices, and mov-
ing ahead. 

What are you willing to risk within 
your local society, zone, or district? 
What needs to happen to move those 
entities ahead in God’s mission minis-
try? Before you do anything, begin with 
prayer and time in His Word. Ask for 
His plan to become evident as you look 
to move ahead for the building up of 
His Kingdom.

It is said that good leadership comes 
from faithful disciples who are produc-
ing good fruit. To make this happen 
you and I need to be open to risk. We 
truly can’t lose! If an idea fails, then 
we learn to go a new way. If an idea is 
successful, then we learn to build on it 
and go forward.

May our gracious and loving God guide 
and direct you as you take a few risks!

Inner-City Children’s Ministry 
— Mpls/St. Paul $50,000

A $50,000 grant supports Partners in 
Mission as they help inner-city chil-
dren to learn of Jesus and His saving 
grace through eleven area programs that 
provide Bibles, transportation, Sunday 
school materials, clothing, food, and 
school supplies. 

HOPE Christian Family Coun-
seling Center — St. Petersburg, 
Russia $36,000

A grant of $36,000 supports the work 
of the Hope Counseling Center as they 
provide pro-life support and counseling 
to women and families in crisis pregnan-
cies, pregnancy testing, instruction in 
Christian doctrine, computer job skills 
training, and seminars on the sanctity of 
life to a variety of age groups.

LWML Mission Grants
2007-2009 Biennium — $1.7 Million Goal
Deaf Lay and Clergy Training – Concordia Seminary, St. Louis $ 50,000

Portable Medical Clinics – Evangelical Lutheran Church of Sudan $ 70,000

Building Ten Churches in India                                               $100,000

Female Missionary to Muslim Maninka in Guinea                $100,000

Lutheran Bible Translators’ Transportation   $ 60,000

Eight New Lutheran Blind Mission Outreach Centers $ 40,000

Muslim Outreach and Education – Bangladesh  $ 75,000

Circuit Rider for Rural Northwest South Dakota                    $ 65,000

Inner-City Children’s Ministry – Minneapolis/St. Paul $ 50,000

Female Missionary to Africa for Human Development        $100,000

HOPE Christian Family Counseling Center – St. Petersburg, Russia $ 36,000

Expand Mission Work in Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Sudan,  
  and Ethiopia $104,500

Lutheran Campus Ministry at Haskell Indian Nations  
  University – Lawrence, Kansas $ 95,000

KFUO Radio Internet Streaming $ 50,000

Isaiah 49 — Preparing for Service in Child Welfare –   
  Concordia University, Texas $ 80,000

Outreach Ministry to the Homeless and Addicted – Detroit $ 49,000

St. Matthew’s “EL COMEDOR” Soup Kitchen – Chicago $ 33,000

Reaching Across Cultures Through Urban Children – Ohio         $ 32,500
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