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Angela Nei-
wert, a clay 
artist whose 
studio is 
located in 

her log cabin home in the moun-

tains outside Boise, Idaho, is mar-

ried and has two children. Angela 

leads a Bible study for the MOMS 

group. She is thankful that her 

church’s LWML group provides 

childcare during their meeting 

times and for the MOMS special 

dining out event. 

Paula Gustin, the mother of a 

newborn and a chemist for Idaho 

National Laboratory, lives in the 

Idaho Falls 
area with 
her husband. 
She enjoys 
outdoor 
activities, 
handicrafts, baking, and watching 

movies. Paula shares: It is easier 

[for young women] to get involved 

with LWML when other members 

take the time to call, invite, remind 

them to come to meetings…and 

communicate to them how their 

participation and youthful enthusi-

asm are appreciated.

Read their interviews online at 

www.lwml.org.
Do you have ideas you want to share? Please write us and send 
original or electronic photos to: LWQ — Young Women. P.O. Box 

411993, St. Louis, MO 63141-1993  •  readersrespond@lwml.org

Celebration of Life
by Anne Hartman

	 •	 The recent baptism of my nephew…
	 •	 A liver found for a very ill family friend…
	 •	 Successful cancer treatments for a classmate of my daughter…

God is good! These circumstances are all reasons to celebrate life. 
I am reminded of the many blessings that I have to celebrate in my 
life daily, and I wonder how often I take them for granted and don’t 
look at them as a celebration. 
	 •	 My own three healthy children…
	 •	 The blessing of a friend far in distance but close at heart…
	 •	 A place to call home…
	 •	 The saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ…

Some celebrations are momentous and grand, but all are full of 
meaning and purpose. Celebrating life daily — for me — is a lesson 
in simplicity and contentment.

SPOTLIGHTS
Living in Joy 
Have you ever had days when 
everything went wrong, or when it 
seemed that the weight of the world 
was on your shoulders? Everyone 
can have those days. Hear God’s 
comforting words:

Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ. For he chose us in him 
before the creation of the world to 
be holy and blameless in his sight 
(Ephesians 1:3-4).

We were chosen! God chose us 
before creation. He redeemed us on 
Calvary. Today, through His Word, 
the Holy Spirit calls us to faith and 
gives us daily strength.

Bad days come and go, but If God 
is for us, who can be against us 
(Romans 8:31b)? Even the weight of 
the world is nothing compared to 
the power of our loving God.

Dear God, forgive me when I am 
weak and full of doubts. Help me 
to remember that You chose me, 
redeemed me, and sanctified me. 
Give me the joy of living for You 
today. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Happy Birthday to Me!by Nikki Tyrrell

When I was young, I hated having a summer  birthday. Everyone else got to celebrate their  birthday at school. Not me. I didn’t get to bring birthday treats or have big parties at school with my friends. As I grew older the idea of celebrating became less and less appealing. I almost stopped celebrating birthdays all together. But not anymore!
In Psalm 139:13-14, David writes, You created the deepest parts of my being. You put me together inside my mother’s body. How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. David continues in verse 16: You planned how many days I would live. You wrote down the num-ber of them in your book (NIrV).

Isn’t that a reason to celebrate! God loved me even before I was formed. He has a plan for my life. Every day, and yes, every year is a gift from Him. My birthday is the day that He chose to bring me into this world, but God did not stop there. My baptismal birthday is the day that He wel-comed me as His child. 
Every day Christ creates a new spiritual life for me — I am reborn! Christ paid the price for my sins, and now I am free to celebrate in His grace every day. What a gift! 
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