
By Vivian Ernst

What do 27 people from Iowa with 

27 backpacks equal? The answer: 

27 missionaries! The destination: South-

ern California and Mexico. 

The group’s first stop was Pasadena, 

California, where they served as Petal 

Pushers, working alongside volunteers of 

all ages to decorate the Lutheran Hour 

float for the Tournament of Roses Parade. 

LWML Vice President of Christian 

Life Vivian Ernst shares: We did a variety 

of jobs — peeling petals off gladioli to cover 

the butterfly wings, gluing flowers, filling 

water vials, pushing wood picks into carna-

tions, and then pushing thousands of flow-

ers into the floats. Entitled “God’s Great 

Nature,” the float featured a church with 

detailed stained glass windows surround-

ed by trees, lampposts, and swans. LCMS 

President Gerald and Terry Kieschnick, 

who were among its special passengers, 

also helped to decorate. The float won the 

Princesses’ Trophy for the most beautiful 

entry under 35 feet in length!

Many seeds were planted through their 

efforts, and it is our continuous prayer that 

the Holy Spirit will touch the hearts of those 

who came in contact with us or through the 

viewing of the float in the media, said Dick 

Gast, the float’s organizer.

The group’s next stop was Tijuana, 

Mexico. Vivian says: We were quite a sight 

as we walked into Mexico carrying back-

packs filled with school and health supplies 

and 575 pairs of socks for a local mission. 

Under the guidance of Melissa Salomón, 

Director of Lutheran Hour Ministries in 

Mexico, the group painted the church 

and parsonage, did yard work, cleaned 

and organized their offices and store-

rooms, and sorted and counted supplies. 

The group’s final stop took them back 

to the U.S. where they met Pastor Arthur 

Porter who shared the challenges he faces 

as head of the Nehemiah Project — a 

mission outreach program for 11 inner 

city Los Angeles Lutheran churches that is 

funded by Iowa District West, the group’s 

home district.

As the backpackers’ eight-day mis-

sion trip came to an end, Vivian added: 

It was especially meaningful to serve the 

Lord through mission work. We agreed the 

experience was spiritually enriching for 

each of us.

Vivian Ernst of Ida Grove, Iowa, serves as 

LWML Vice President of Christian Life. She 

lives on a farm and is married to Rev. Gene.

The Bathrobe 
Bunch

Doris Engstrom is the facilitator of the Bathrobe Bunch and a 
member of the LWML Media and Marketing Committee.

W ho has time for another meeting? 
That is what the women of Trin-

ity Downtown in Orlando, Florida, were 
thinking when they decided to take their 
meetings to a new place — cyberspace!

Since a traditional society was not an 
option for most of them, they developed 
an e-society called the Bathrobe Bunch. 
(Yes, women actually can — and do 
— attend society meetings in their bath-
robes!) Each month, a meeting is sent 
out via e-mail. Members attend when-
ever they have time to read their e-mails. 
Discussion occurs and decisions are 
made by using the “reply all” key.

How does it work?

	1.	 Members are encouraged to be 
involved in the Mite Box™ ministry. 
A large Mite Box™ is located in the 
church narthex where members can 
empty their personal Mite Boxes™. 

	2.	 An annual contribution of ten 
dollars is requested to help offset 
the cost of the Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly and to help fund activities. 

	3.	 Each woman is invited to be a part of 
a planning committee that organizes 
at least one activity per year for the 
group’s monthly get-togethers. The 
activities are determined at a face-to-
face meeting held once a year. Sharing 
the planning brings us lots of joy.

What started the ball rolling for us? 
It was a comment from a young woman 
of the congregation. She said, “I really 
want to be a part of the activities, but I 
just cannot attend the meetings.” How 
awesome that this little comment would 
usher our LWML group into the BIG 
world of e-societies and cyberspace!

We are the Bathrobe Bunch. Slippers 
are optional.

Backpacks, Blooms, 

& Border Crossings
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