
about his long-held hope to re-establish 
the — now lost —Brockopp connection.

Whenever he had the opportunity 
to travel throughout the Synod to talk 
about his mission work with Tamil-
speaking South Asians, he carried that 
yellowed postcard with him and asked 
Wisconsinites if they recognized the 

name “Mrs. W.G. Brockopp.”  
Although the people who heard his 

story were grateful to learn how one 
LWML group’s decision to ship Sunday 
school materials to India had so deeply 
impacted his family, no one he met 
knew the Brockopp family. 

Years passed. His search continued.

Tanjore, India
The missionary and his eight-year-old 

son gathered around the huge box, mind-
ful of the treasure that lay within: Sunday 
school materials! Beautiful pictures and 
Bible story-upon-story were neatly packed 
inside the large brown box. It was one of 
many boxes sent to the missionary over 
the years that bore a friendly letter writ-
ten in the same flowing script of the same 
person from the same place: Neshkoro, 
Wisconsin, USA. 

“May the Lord keep His protecting hand over 
you all and bless the work you are doing.
Sincerely,

Mrs. W. G. Brockopp
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Zion Lutheran Church”
For dozens of years, the father, a 

Lutheran teacher and missionary, used 
those carefully-preserved Sunday school 
materials collected by Mrs. Brockopp and 
her LWML group to share the Gospel 
with people of South Asia. From rural 
villages and remote regions to urban cit-
ies and suburban towns, the missionary 

from Tanjore proclaimed the Good News 
of Jesus Christ.

The boy — the missionary’s only 
son — grew into a young man, heeded 
God’s call upon his heart, and entered the 
seminary in India to become a Lutheran 
pastor. Shortly after his father was called 
home to his eternal rest, the son finished 
his seminary studies and accepted a call 
to the Atlantic District—LCMS to serve 
as the mission developer for the South 
Asian community in the New York met-
ropolitan area. 

Following in his father’s footsteps, the 
son, Rev. Dr. E. Johnson Rethinasamy, 
proclaimed the Good News of Jesus 
Christ — albeit in a different corner of 
the world — and became an ordained 
pastor of the first Tamil Lutheran congre-
gation in the United States.

During a visit to New York from India, 
the pastor’s widowed mother pulled from 
her purse the yellowed index card that 
the LWML woman from Neshkoro had 
inscribed to her husband nearly 40 years 
before. She recounted how thankful they 
all had been for the materials that Mrs. 
Brockopp had sent; he told his mother 

Editor’s Note: Whenever Rev. Dr. E. Johnson Rethinasamy reads Bible 
stories, the visual images from those Sunday school materials still come 
to his mind. His favorite is “Christ in Gethsemane.”
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One summer evening at the South Wisconsin 
table, guests were enjoying fellowship following 
the Rapid City, South Dakota, LLL Convention 
communion service. The pastor ran over to their 
table and posed the question he had so often 
asked: “Does anyone happen to know the name 
‘Brockhopp’ from Wisconsin?” 

The pastor was prepared to hear the usual “No,” 
response, but this time the answer held a surprise 
from a woman who — only at the last minute 
— had decided to attend the convention along with 
her husband. 

 “I’m Darlene Krueger now, but Brockopp was my 
maiden name. Maybe I can help,” the woman offered. 

“Do you know Mrs. W.G. Brockopp from Nesh-
koro, Wisconsin?” queried the pastor. 

“The Brockopps were my parents — Rev. and Mrs. William G. Brockopp 
of Zion Lutheran Church, Neshkoro, Wisconsin!” the woman replied. “My 
mother’s name was Martha,” she added.

Neshkoro and Tanjore…connected at last! The pastor told her about his 
missionary father; she told him about growing up in Wisconsin. 

The stories-upon-stories that the Brockopp and Rethinasamy families 
still continue to share with each other could fill a box to the brim…not 
unlike one of those Sunday school boxes Mrs. Brockopp sent to India all 
those years before. 

Rev. Dr. E. Johnson Rethinasamy 
of India, Rev. Ted and Darlene 
Krueger, Portage, Wisconsin

“South Wisconsin,” read the sign on the table. That word — Wisconsin 
— was a magnet each time the man saw it.

He dashed across the length of the room, compelled to ask the same 
question whenever he met anyone from Wisconsin…

By Nancy Graf Peters

To India:
Sincerely, 
Mrs. W.G. Brockopp
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