
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  
And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written,  

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  
(Romans 10:14b-15).

Lord, how blest we are to have Christians who are willing to leave 
their homes and their country to bring Your Good News of salva-
tion to unbelievers around the world. Bless their work that is often 
done under difficult circumstances and in lonely places. Help their 
families as they adjust to a different culture. If it is Your will, let 
them see the results of their labors.  

Lord, remind me that I, too, am a missionary in my own circle of 
influence. May I always have my eyes, heart, and mind open to the 
mission opportunities You place before me each day. Bless me as I 
bear witness to Your marvelous works. I pray this in the Name of 
Jesus, who would have all be saved. Amen.

Taken from the new LWML book, A Woman’s Praying Heart.

Let’s Pray…

H ere I am again, God. It’s me, M. The other day I noticed a group of ladies 
in red hats and purple dresses eating lunch and having a good time. 
The joy these women shared was certainly contagious! I learned that this 

group was formed on the basis of a poem written by a woman who decided that as she 
got older she was not going to conform to what society regarded as proper dress and 
behavior, but that she was going to have fun doing what she wanted. It got me think-
ing about Romans 12:2: Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. I realize that I don’t need to don a 
special costume to be welcomed into your family — I am your child, washed by the 
waters of Holy Baptism. Through your Word, You have forgiven me for 
the times I was not ready to share the reason for the hope within me 
(1 Peter 3:15) because I was afraid of what people would think. 
Through that same Word and by your Spirit, continually reflect 
the contagious joy of your forgiveness in my life and 
make me eager to tell others the beautiful message of 
salvation in Jesus Christ, in whose name I talk to You. M

REFLECTIONS

     Shh…
By Stephanie Kardia

Nothing snaps our attention quicker than a whisper or holds our 
breath faster than a secret. We want to know! A movie produced 

in 2006 by Rhonda Byrne called The Secret has caught the attention 
of many in America, including talk show hosts Larry King, Ellen 
DeGeneres, and Oprah Winfrey. Aired initially only by pay-per-view 
through streaming video on the Internet (at the price of a year’s sub-
scription to the Quarterly), The Secret purportedly reveals “the secret 
to unlimited joy, health, money, relationships, love, youth: everything 
you have ever wanted.”  

Rhonda Byrne’s secret is that our feelings and thoughts attract real 
events. If we want something badly enough — we’ll get it.

We can be thankful that The Secret is a pack of lies. Imagine being 
able to have anything just by desiring it — then remember some 
of what you have desired over the years. Even our best motives and 
judgment may be stained with sin and corrupted by weakness: Our 
desires may be sincere, but sincerely wrong. Like Peter, who wanted 
Jesus to avoid the cross, we often do not have in mind the things of 
God, but the things of men (Matthew 16:33).

Furthermore, if our thoughts could attract good, they would also 
attract evil. Then the child who slammed the door in anger at the 
moment the earthquake struck would wonder, “Did I make it happen?”  

But no matter how eager or hurried we are, we cannot make the 
light turn green.

Closer to home, sometimes we Christians imagine prayer “attracts” 
real events. We may think prayer is a God-given power, that if said 
with sufficient faith — or repetition or confidence or sincerity or just 
the right words — will cause the result we want. But we have no such 
power. Our Father answers prayer according to His will, not our will; 
with His strength, not our own; for our good, not our indulgence.

The Spirit of God has revealed a secret to us, which has been hidden 
from this world. Here’s the chapter and book which tells all: 1 Corin-
thians 2. God’s secret is His plan to give us a better future than we can 
imagine, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Read all 
about it, then whisper it to a friend. She wants to know!

Want to hear 
a secret?
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