
“Oh, the Places they did go!” 
Excitement, apprehension, and 

wonderment were in the air as both 
LWML President Linda Reiser and Board 
for World Mission member and former 
LWML President Virginia Von Seggern 
packed their bags and prepared to go 
on a 16-day mission trip to West Africa. 
This was the first international visit for 
both women and they really didn’t know 
what to expect! They were eager to meet 
missionaries, travel with them to various 
mission sites, and see ministry in action. 
When the departure day arrived, Linda 
and Virginia breathed a bracing sigh and 
exclaimed: Finally, IT is here!

Linda, Virginia, and their husbands 
were privileged to travel to Togo, 
Burkina Faso, Senegal, and Sierra Leone. 
They were able to visit the Center for 
Lutheran Theological Education (CLET) 
in Dapong, Togo, and meet Rev. Bigbi, 
the President of the Togolese Lutheran 
Church. They observed the impact that 
LWML mission grants from the past 
65 years have had and spent time with  

evangelists trained through the funding 
of the LWML. They also met leaders of 
the Sierra Leone National Church and 
visited several refugee camp churches.

Meeting people was a highlight for 
Virginia and Linda. They agree that 
their most memorable experience was 
attending the graduation of seven 
students who had received their basic 
theological education at the Coordinat-
ing Center for Theological Studies at 
Jembe, Sierra Leone. They felt honored 
to bring the graduates greetings and 
gifts from the LCMS Board for World 
Mission and LWML. 

When asked about a new insight 
gained from the trip, Virginia replies:  
The women — wives, and also missionaries 
— are so important to their husband’s suc-
cess as an LCMS missionary. They must be 
supportive and part of the job — every day!  
They also can be lonely and isolated, just 
as women are here. Linda adds: The chal-
lenges in West Africa are huge, but our God 
is much bigger. The Lutheran Christians we 
met in Africa have huge hearts for serving 
and loving God’s people, but many of them 
have to farm and work even as they serve as 

the “pastor” of their church. It was amazing 
to see how God is using our missionaries as 
they teach and lead lay evangelists to bring 
the Gospel to God’s people in West Africa. 
Let’s remember to keep our missions and 
missionaries in our prayers!

Linda continues: As Lutheran 
Women in Mission, we have significantly 
impacted the opportunity for God’s Word 
to be shared in West Africa 
throughout the years, includ-
ing a current grant to sup-
port teachers in Sierra Leone 
schools. God is using each 
mite gift to bring His message 
of love and hope to the world!

“Oh, the Places we (the 
LWML) do go!” 
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Oh, the Places you’ll go!
Today is your day.

You’re off to Great Places!

You’re off and away! 

Your mountain is waiting.

So...get on your way!

[Excerpt from Oh, the Places 
You’ll Go by Dr. Seuss] Rev. Michael Amegah (recent graduate 

of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and 
the pastor of the only LCMS church in 
Lome, Togo); Linda Reiser; Rev. Bigbi, 
the President of the Togolese Lutheran 
Church; and Virginia Von Seggern.

[Left] School children in Sierra 
Leone. LWML grants provided 
funds to pay teachers in this school.

[Below] Refugees who attend 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the Internally Dis-
placed People (IDP) refugee camp 
at Grafton.

[Above] Linda Reiser and Virginia 
Von Seggern with graduates from 
the Coordinating Center for Theo-
logical Studies (CCTS) at Jembe, 
Sierra Leone. Each student was giv-
en an LWML bag. The CCTS was 
given an LWML 40th anniversary 
thankoffering of $100,000. 

[Left] The choir at CCTS gradu-
ation. Women sang in the choir; 
men played the instruments.
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