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ITwould seem that Hurricane Katrina Op 

brought only ugliness, destruction ell 
and devastation to people everywhere. Yet 
in the midst of the storm, God has con
ducted a beautiful symphony with notes of 
compassion, love, kindness and generosity. 
LWML women, blessed by the grace of God 
through His Son, opened their hearts and 

'l'f) liil'l'lliN 1l 
gave their resources to reach out to those in need. 

After Hurricane Katrina pounded the Gulf Coast, people everywhere kicked into 
missionary mode and wondered, "How can I hdp? What instrument can I play in 
this symphony?" Lutheran Women in Mission across the country joined this sympho
ny when President Linda Reiser called for Katrina kits for babies, children, women 
and men. Tens of thousands of kits were assembled and distributed to needy families. 

Louisiana- Mississippi District 
Response 

As a parr of this ongoing efforr, soci
eties throughout the Louisiana-Mississip
pi District who were less directly affened 
by rhe G ulf storms, joined sisters 
throughout the nation in gathering items 
for these Karrina kits. TriniLy Women in 
Mission, Triniry Lutheran Church in 
Baron Rouge, LA, had a Katrina kit 
ingathering, sorting and assembling 
activiry on September 11, 2005. Eleven 
women and four d1ildren assembled 78 
kits that were distributed directly to 

those in need. Holy Triniry Lutheran 
Church, Covington, LA, located just 
north of Lake Ponrchanrain, was trans
formed into a disrribution center of 
clothing, food, water, personal items and 
household supplies. 

T he ingathering was like rhe jar of oi l 
belonging to rhe widow of Zarephath. 

LWMLers of all ages helped assemble hits 
for Katrina nd.ief Josie Edwards and Jenna 
Schmieding of Trinity, Baton Rouge, LA hold 
up a completed kit for a baby. 

"The longer rhe volunteers worked, the 
more supplies we had for kits," said 
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Katrina kilS u:ere assembled by all genera
tions a1 Trinity. Baton Rouge, LA. 

.Vfarcia Wittenberg (LA-MS District LWML 
President in purple LWML shirt}, along with 
other LWML members, put together Katrina 
kits at Trinity, Baton Rouge, LA. 

Marcia W ittenberg, Louisiana- Missis
sippi discrict LWML presidenc and a 
member of Trinity Women in Mission, 
Bacon Rouge. She continued, "For those 
of us in rhe Louisiana- Mississippi Dis
trier, one of the most heartwarming 
rhings happening in the wake of such 
tragedy has been the ourpouring of love 
and prayers from our fellow sisters in 
Christ throughout the LWM L." Melissa 
Meeks, Louisiana- Mississippi district 
LWML public relations chairman 
shared, "We have received numerous e
mails and messages of comfort and con
cern which remind us that no marrer 
how difficult the situation we face, 
Christ is always with us." 

Central Florida Response 
A year ago the people of Florida area 

received many blessings from those who 
helped them recover from hurricanes 
Charley, Frances and Jeanne. Doris 
Engstrom, a member ofTrinity Luther
an Church in downrown Orlando, FL 
helped her church assist the Katrina 
relief efforr when she organized over 50 
volunteers who assembled nearly 800 
kits. "This project gave everyone the 
opportunity co respond to C hrist's love 
by serving others omside our own 
space," Doris said. 

Trinity Lutheran Downtown was 
asked co be a collection center for Cen
tral Florida and cook over 1600 kits co 
both the Red Cross and Catholic Chari
ties. "We were impressed with the peo
ple who distributed the kits in that they 
tried hard ro be good stewards of our 
gifts," Doris said. 

Doris shared how the kits demon
strated a tangible expression of love and 
service ro ochers in the name of C hrist: 
When che Red Cross ran o ur of kits one 
morning, "a family came out empty 
handed, looking so lose. We gave a 
child's kit co the lirde girl. She and her 
mom smiled and h ugged the kit. Some
one really cared." Doris added, "This 

Trinity Downtown, Orlando, FL 
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gave us an oppor
tuniry ro truly be 
the 'hands and fed 
of Jesus!" 

"Giving money 
is good, but it is 
so easy w let it go 
from the head 
through the hand 
and never hit the 
heart," Doris said. 
"Because of His 

Suffolk Zone (Long Island, NY) and other Lutheran groups helped a 
local synagogue fill this 53 foot trailer with hits for disaster relief 

great love for us, headed for Louisiana. 
there is great joy in 
serving the Lord with the gifts and 
strength H e has given us." 

Margaret 
Kletecha 
and 
Maureen 
Consiglio 

Atlantic District Response 
LWML women in the Suffolk Zone 

(Long Island, NY) enthusiastically joined 
the effort and gathered materials to fill 
49 kits. When they shipped the heavy 
boxes, the price tag hit hard. "Even 
though the shipping company didn't 
charge us for boxes or packing material 
and they gave us a huge discount on the 
shipping, the total cost was still almost 
5250," said Margaret Kletecka, Our Sav
ior Lutheran Church, Centereach. "A 
good cause tO spend money on, but not 
the best way to spend it," agreed Mau
reen Consigl io, Long Island residem and 
Adantic district LWML president. 

..\fargaret knew the women could col
leer donations fo r many more Katrina 
kirs, but there was no way they could 

affo rd to ship them. "l starred to pray," 
Margaret said, "and asked others to 
pray, too, for God ro open doors for us 
w get our kits w chose in need." 

At the same time, Maureen remem
bered seeing a large Katrina Relief sign on 
a truck on her way to work one morning. 
The 53-foot trailer truck sat in a Jewish 
synagogue parking lot, and she thought, 
"Why couldn't the LWML and members 
of d1e synagogue help each other?" 

Rabbi Marc Gellman, one half of the 
"God Squad" on Long Island, heads this 
synagogue. He is the co-author of a 
popular local newspaper column, "The 
God Squad," whose September 17 arri
cle summed up the disaster ("Replace 
finger-pointing with post-Katrina 
action") and referenced helping at the 
synagogue's 53-foot trailer truck. 

Rabbi Gellman had heard of the 
LWML and LC MS World Relief and 
Human Care and was only too happy to 
accept the evacuee kits the women had 
assembled. The news spread and many 
other societies and churches filled their 
vans and del ivered more kits to the syn
agogue. Nearly 500 kits, each one con
taining a Scripture card, were loaded 
o nto the synagogue's truck and sent 
sourh fo r Katrina Relief "We wanted all 
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II omen from Our Savior. Centereach, Holy Trinity, Middle Island and St. John, llolbmoll, 
.\l: assemble Katn'na kits. 

those recei\'ing our kits ro be rouched 
by God's lo,·e for them through His 
\X'ord.- \fargaret said. 

The women in the Suffolk Zone of 
the Atlantic Disrrict had prayed for 
God's guidance, and through a beautifUl 
symphony of events-seeing the trailer, 
reading the newspaper, purring the righ t 
people in much with one another
their prayer was answered. 

··1 continue robe excited to see what 
God has in store. W hat a privilege and 
jo~· it is ro serve Him th rough our pre
cious Savior and Lord Jesus Ch rist," 
Margaret said. "God is good, al l the 
rime; all the rime, God is good ," 
echoed Maureen . 

The Unending Response ... 
And the symphony has played on as 

societies across the councry have comin-

ued to serve in a variety of ways. Some 
have collected qu ilts and blankets and 
scm them to Lutheran World Relief. 
Others contributed financially to 
LCMS World Relief. Even the Sunday 
morning offering from the lncerdepart
mencal lWML Meeting in Sr. Louis, 
MO, last Ocrober was designated for 
H urricane Ka.uina rel ief. T he women of 
the LWML were poised ro turn the 
destruction of the hurricanes into a 
period of growth and an opportunity to 

share the Gospel with those desperate 
ro hear its message of hope. 

Praise God for the open and caring 
hearts of Lutheran women! To God be 
the gl01y, great th ings He has done! 

For more stories about the LWML response 
to the Gulf storms, turn to the news section, 

heartbeat: Lutheran Women in Action, 
onpage36. 

17ze fellowship hall of St. fohn, Holbrooll, NY is abuzz with activity. 

SPRING 2006 - PAGE 13 - LUTHERAN WOMAN'S QUARTERLY 


