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LWML Prayer Service 2007
Authored by Reverend Dan Heuer

BETWEEN A ROCK AND A HARD PLACE – IS A GOOD PLACE!

“Between a Rock and a Hard Place—Is a Good Place!” is the theme of the 2007 LWML Prayer

Service. Based on the 2007 Sioux Falls LWML Convention theme verses (Psalm 31:1-3), this

service will bring LWML members and friends together in prayer and praise.

The Reverend Dan Heuer, LWML Counselor 2001-2005, and currently Senior Pastor at Trinity

Lutheran Church, Fremont, Nebraska, authored this service to provide our readership the

opportunity to be assured that “secure in Jesus, my rock and fortress, I step out in faith to declare

His praise and serve others.” In addition to responsive readings, prayers and a variety of music

selections, three sketches emphasize our connection to Christ Jesus, our ROCK.

Props: (Suggested)
Two rocks, 8 to 12 inches in diameter, or several brown paper bags crumpled up to look like rocks.
A few little toys scattered on a table, in the midst of which is one little toy person, 1 to 3 inches tall,

such as a Lego person, which would appear small between the rocks. The rocks and toys may
simply be placed on the little table where the two people are seated.

Sketches:

Two people are needed for the three sketches that take place around the toy person and the rocks.

One person, preferably a little older than the other, would be the mentor. The focal point of the

three sketches entitled “Humbled,” “Hidden,” and “Honored” is based on the goal statement (see

below). Each sketch emphasizes our connection to Christ Jesus.

Music:

A variety of music suggestions are included. Hymns or songs may be sung, or a recorded

version of the song may be played for listening and meditation. You may include as many or few

of the song selections as you wish.

2007 Prayer Service and Convention Theme Verse

Psalm 31:1-3    “In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in

your righteousness. Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a

strong fortress to save me. Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead

and guide me.”

Goal Statement
 Secure in Jesus, my rock and fortress, I step out in faith to declare His praise and serve others.
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LWML Prayer Service 2007
Authored by Reverend Dan Heuer

BETWEEN A ROCK AND A HARD PLACE – IS A GOOD PLACE!

SONG SELECTION

“Beautiful Savior” LSB 537; LW 507: TLH 657

“Sanctuary” 

OPENING PRAYER:

All: Dearest Heavenly Father,

Draw me to Yourself this day.  Open my heart and mind to hear from You and Your

Word. When I find myself in places in life that are uncomfortable, help me know that

You are in that discomfort and trust the promise of Your peace. I know that You are

the Creator of everything, and yet, You choose to love me each and every day. Your

goodness and mercy are new every morning for which I am thankful! Your grace in

Jesus frees me from my sin and the fear it brings. In You I find refuge. Strengthen me

by Your Spirit, that my life may be a living sacrifice giving all honor to You. “May the

words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, O

LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). In the Name of Jesus, my Savior,

Amen!

INVOCATION

Leader: In the Name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People:  Amen!

RESPONSIVE READING

Portions of Deuteronomy 32

L:  Listen, O heavens, and I will speak; hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.

P: Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like showers on new

grass, like abundant rain on tender plants.

L:  I will proclaim the name of the LORD.  Oh, praise the greatness of our God!

P: He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does

no wrong, upright and just is he (verses 1-4).

L: The LORD will judge his people and have compassion on his servants when he sees their

strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free.

P: He will say: “Now where are their gods, the rock they took refuge in, the gods who ate

the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offerings?”

L:  “Let them rise up to help you! Let them give you shelter!”

P:  “See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me” (verses 36-39a).



L:  Rejoice, O nations, with his people, for he will avenge the blood of his servants; he will take

vengeance on His enemies

P:  and make atonement for his land and people (verse 43).

SONG SELECTION – “Rock of Ages”  (stanzas 2-3) LSB 761; LW 512; TLH 376

Sketch 1 “Humbled”

PRAYER

ALL: Dear Lord Jesus Christ, Thank You for being our strength when we are weak. Help

us to fix our eyes on You, for You are the One from Whom our help comes. In Your

Name we pray. Amen!

RESPONSIVE READING

Portions of Psalm 41

L:  Blessed is he who has regard for the weak; the LORD delivers him in times of trouble.

P:  The LORD will protect him and preserve his life; he will bless him in the land and not

surrender him to the desire of his foes (verses 1-2).

Portions of Psalm 31

L:  In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your

righteousness.

P:  Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress

to save me.

L:  Since you are my Rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me. Free

me from the trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge.

P:  Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth (verses 1-5).

Portions of Psalm 27

L:  For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter

of his tabernacle

P:  and set me high upon a rock (verse 5).

L:  I am still confident of this:

P:  I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait for the LORD; be

strong and take heart and wait for the LORD (verses 13-14).

SONG SELECTION – “Rock of Ages”  (stanza 1) LSB 761; LW 512; TLH 376

    “Just as I Am” LSB 570; LW 359; TLH 388

Sketch 2 “Hidden”



RESPONSIVE READING

Portions of Psalm 78

L:  They remembered that God was their Rock, that God Most High was their Redeemer. But

then they would flatter him with their mouths, lying to him with their tongues; their hearts

were not loyal to him, they were not faithful to his covenant.

P:  Yet he was merciful; he forgave their iniquities and did not destroy them. Time after

time he restrained his anger and did not stir up his full wrath (verses 35-38).

Portions of Psalm 40

L:  I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the

slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to

stand. He put a new song in my mouth,

P:  a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear and put their trust in the LORD.

Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not look to the proud, to

those who turn aside to false gods.

L:  Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done.

P:  The things You planned for us no one can recount to you; were I to speak and tell of

them, they would be too many to declare (verses 1-5a).

SONG SELECTION “Rock of Ages”  (stanza 4) LSB 761; LW 512; TLH 376

Sketch 3 “Honored”

PRAYER

All: Thank You, Father, for being here with us today. Thanks even for the hard times in

life that can remind us that we are covered by You and the grace You so freely give.

We give You all the thanks and praise for loving us even though You see and know

our sin and weakness. Thanks for continuing to be our Rock each and every day. In

the strong Name of Jesus, we pray. Amen!

RESPONSIVE READING

Portions of Psalm 95

L:  Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us

come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.

P:  For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.

L:  In his hands are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his,

for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.

P:  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for he is

our God… (verses 1-7a).



Portions of Psalm 71

L:  Be my rock of refuge, to which I can always go; give the command to save me, for you are

my rock and my fortress (verse 3).

P:  For you have been my hope, O Sovereign LORD, my confidence since my youth (verse 5).

L:  But as for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and more. My mouth will tell

of your righteousness, of your salvation all day long, though I know not its measure.

P:  I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign LORD; I will proclaim your

righteousness, yours alone. Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day

I declare your marvelous deeds.

L:  Even when I am old and gray,

P:  do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation, your might

to all who are to come (verses 14-18).

Portions of Numbers 20

L:  “Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that

rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You will bring water out of the rock for

the community so they and their livestock can drink.”

P:  Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff.

L:  Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank (verses 8, 11).

Portions of 1 Corinthians 10

L:  For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under

the cloud and that they all passed through the sea …They all ate the same spiritual food and

drank the same spiritual drink;

P:  for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them,

L:  and that rock was Christ (verses 1, 3-4).

PRAYER

All: Lord God, Heavenly Father, You provided for Your people all through history, even

when they disobeyed. Moses didn’t speak to the rock, he hit the rock, but You still

provided water for Your people. We are still sinners. You tell us that “while we

were sinners, Christ died for us.” Thank You, generous Lord! You long for us to be

humble before You, hidden in You, so that we may give honor to You. The Lord

lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be God, the Rock. He is my Savior! Amen! And

Amen!

(Repeat with excitement!)

The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be God, the Rock. He is my Savior! Amen!

BLESSING

L:  May the humbling of our hearts before God cause us to take refuge in Him. May that refuge

be a safe place hidden within the Rock, Who is our strength and Savior. May that Savior, Jesus

the Messiah, raise us up to call others to the eternal safety that is found only in Him. Go in His

peace. Amen!



 SONG SELECTION – (choose as few or as many as you like)

  “Beautiful Savior” LSB 537; LW 507: TLH 657

“Rock of Ages” LSB 761; LW 512; TLH 376

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” LSB 524; LW 279; TLH 364

“Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul” LSB 814; LW 457; TLH 27

“Just as I Am” LSB 570; LW 359; TLH 388

“Sanctuary”

“There Is a Redeemer”

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Copyright Information:

“Sanctuary”, John Thompson and Randy Scruggs, Copyright 1982, Full Armor and

Whole Armor Music

“There Is a Redeemer”, Melody Green, Copyright 1982, Birdwing Music, BMG Songs,

Inc./Ears to Hear Music

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”, Thomas Chisolm and William Runyan, Copyright 1923,

Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
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Sketch 1: Humbled

Deb: Thanks for coming over today.

Jan:  I’m glad to be here. When I heard the news I thought I just had to come and see how you

were doing.

Deb: If you really want to know – I’m not doing very well. I’m really struggling, I feel

depressed, and I don’t want to see anyone… Having said that – I’m really glad you came

over. I could have never gathered the strength to call you.

Jan: That’s why I didn’t wait for your call to come over. I just knew that I should come.

Deb: Thanks…  I’m sorry about the toys on the table.

Jan: I’m not worried about the toys, but can I ask why you have these rocks here?

Deb: I thought some gardening would help take my mind off of things. Linda mentioned that to

me at church on Sunday. I guess I thought I’d try it.

Jan: But why would you have the rocks in the house?

Deb:  I had them out front by the sidewalk. The shortest way to the backyard was through the

house… this is as far as I made it.

Jan: Not enough strength?

Deb: Not enough strength, not enough will power, not enough anything! I just don’t want to do

anything!

Jan: So don’t do anything.

Deb: What?

Jan: This is the perfect time to realize that you can’t do anything – but God can. I know that is

the pat answer that you’d expect from me, but page after page in the Bible remind us that

this is exactly – God’s time.

Deb: But I… I feel like I’m being crushed by these rocks. (Takes the little toy person.) I’m like

this little person and I’m being crushed, squished, with no life left.

Jan: God’s time.  When you are crushed, squished and without life is exactly God’s time.

Remember, He specializes in resurrection! The weaker we are, the more we have to

depend on God. When there is no way to get yourself out of the situation, look to Him.

He is here to help.

Deb: Here?

Jan: Here! God is here. He is our Rock. He’s not here to crush you but to give you a place to

hide in His shadow. A place to be safe. A place to rest. A place to trust in His strength.

Deb: Are you sure?



Sketch 2: Hidden

Deb: A place to hide in His shadow, a safe place. A great place to rest?

Jan: That’s right.

Deb:  Hiding? Hiding sounds like I’m running away from my problems.

Jan: Running away from them. You are running to Him. (Takes the little person and moves it

between the rocks.) It’s like you’re this little person over here and when everything seems

to be getting to you – you run to the safe hiding place. When you are out in the sun – He

is the shade. When you are out in the rain – He’s the umbrella. When hard times come –

He’s the provider. Do you see?

Deb: So He’s my protector and covering.

Jan: Exactly! That’s a great way of looking at it. Better yet, looking at Him. He is our

covering. He isn’t distant. He is right here.

Deb: That’s what I need.

Jan: It’s what we all need. Not only when you are feeling like you are, depressed and

distressed. It’s what we need even when we are feeling like we can take on the world. No

matter how we feel, He has to be our covering.

Deb: You must think I’m a terrible Christian.

Jan: What is a good Christian supposed to look like?

Deb: I guess I haven’t figured that out yet.

Jan: You said it before.

Deb: I did?

Jan: You said He was the covering, right?

Deb: Yeah.

Jan: A good Christian, any Christian is one who is covered by Christ. Safe in His shelter.

Hidden in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Sins gone, Christ covered – that’s how God

sees us!

Deb: What about when I forget His covering?

Jan: That doesn’t mean that His covering isn’t there. His covering isn’t dependent on you.



Sketch 3: Honored

Jan: I think this little guy is more at peace now. (Takes the little toy person)

Deb: I think he’s resting comfortably in the shadow of that rock.

Jan: What’s he going to do after he’s rested?

Deb: (Looking happier) I think it’s going to take a long time for him to get his rest.

Jan:  That’s probably true, but the more I enjoy the safety and rest I get by being under God’s

covering, the more I am mindful of His presence. The more I want to praise and thank

Him for being that safe haven. He is my rock and strength.

Deb: Then that’s what I want.

Jan: That’s what He gives. Remember Moses?

Deb:  Sure.

Jan: He was in a wilderness – leading some complainers. Actually, lots of complainers!

Deb: Not a comfortable place to be.

Jan: That’s for sure. But he was in the right place.

Deb: What do you mean by that?

Jan: He was in a place where he couldn’t do anything so he went to God. God told him how to

get water from a rock so the complainers would stop complaining. God provided in the

wilderness. He didn’t take away the wilderness but He provides in the wilderness. Not

only do the complainers stop – the surrounding nations see that God is with His people.

What a great witness!

Deb: But don’t the people forget His goodness?

Jan: They do. But God doesn’t forget His people.  He is still faithful to His promises.  It’s the

same today.

Deb: So He won’t forget me either, right?

Jan: He won’t forget you because He promises to always be with you. He won’t always take

your wilderness experience away but He is always there to provide in the middle of that

wilderness. You see, Jesus is that Rock.

Deb: I’m covered.

Jan: You’re covered. We’re covered. Our sins are covered. Even in this hard time in life. He is

our Rock. When others around us see how God is with us – even here – His name is

honored. Our lives will be a witness of His faithfulness. (Takes the little man and puts

him on top of the rock.)

Deb: God may even use us to tell of His goodness. His shelter. His rest. His…

Jan: Covering! That’s the idea, and He gets all of the honor.

Deb: Thanks for reminding me that Jesus is my Rock. Would you pray with me?


