
LWML PRAYER SERVICE 2010 
 

“BEAUTIFUL FEET” 

 
Authored by Reverend Philip Esala 

 

“Beautiful Feet” is the theme of the 2010 LWML Prayer Service. Based on one of the 2009 

Portland LWML Convention theme verses (Isaiah 52:7), this service will bring LWML 

members and friends together in prayer and praise. 

 

Participants are encouraged to read through the service for advance preparation, if possible, 

prior to the day of the prayer service. 

 

Instructions are included within the body of the prayer service. An optional offering may be 

gathered. 

 

The Reverend Philip Esala authored this service to provide our readership the encouragement 

to spend time in prayer, to look for opportunities to share the good news of Jesus with people 

in our communities in everyday situations, proclaiming the peace only He provides as He 

brings us salvation. 

 

He serves as Senior Pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Kettering, Ohio. He attended 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, while working as attorney for The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod Foundation and as Assistant States Attorney in Illinois. Pastor Phil and his 

wife Deb are blessed to be the parents of four children. 

 

 

 
 

2010 Prayer Service and Convention Theme Verse 

 

Isaiah 52:7  How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 

 who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 

“Your God reigns!” 

 

Goal Statement 
Confident that my God reigns as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, I share His love and 

peace with others. 
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LWML PRAYER SERVICE 2010 
 

“Beautiful Feet” 
 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 

proclaim peace, who bring tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say, “Your God 

reigns” (Isaiah 52:7)!        
 

The LWML Prayer Service for 2010 will encourage you to continue to fulfill the LWML 2009 

Portland Convention objectives:  
 

• Worship God the Maker of all things. 

• Trust in the Lord who daily meets your needs. 

• Declare God’s peace and provision through tangible acts of mercy and grace. 

• Share the Good News of Jesus in everyday situations.  

 

The Prayer Service is divided into four parts. To get the most out of the final three parts will 
require advance preparation. Please note the directions in Parts 2-4 well before gathering to 

worship. The parts of the service are:  

 

1. For God’s presence and forgiveness. 
2. For the feet of those who brought me peace. 

3. For those to whom my feet bring peace. 

4. For those to whom our feet bring peace.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

PREPARATION—Part 1  
 

 PREPARING FOR GOD’S PRESENCE  

 

      Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in   

      the earth (Psalm 46:10).       
 

 

Meditate in silence for two minutes on this verse, asking God to make you sensitive and 

alert to His presence.  

 

INVOCATION 

   L:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

All:  Amen.   

 

SONG   

With the Lord Begin Your Task   LSB 869, LW 483       
 

Before singing the hymn, meditate in silence for two minutes on the words of the hymn. 

Share thoughts evoked by the words. Then sing the hymn.  



 2 

 REPENTING AND RECEIVING GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

 

   Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if 

 there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting (Psalm 139:23- 

 24).                    
 

Meditate in silence on the words of these verses, inviting God to search your heart. 

Humble yourself and repent of your “offensive way.” You may wish to write some 

specific sins to confess. You may wish to pair up with someone and share with your 

partner some of the sins that you have discovered and then hear a word of absolution.  

Psalm 103:8-13 can be used as an absolution, individually or together as a group.   

 

 

FOR THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BROUGHT ME PEACE—Part 2  
 

In preparation for this part of the service, you are encouraged to seek out those who have 

helped to bring you to faith and have sustained you in the faith. If possible, take your feet to 

them and thank them. If that’s not possible, consider phoning them, sending a card, or sending 

an e-mail to thank them. If the feet of some of those who have helped bring you to faith or 

sustain you are in the grave, seek a relative of that person to give your blessing and thanks to 

them instead. You may wish to give a gift for the Lord’s work in honor of some or all of the feet 

of those who have brought you good news. In that way, your thanks for those who have blessed 

you can also bless others, bringing them good news.  Bring the results of this part of your 

preparation for this service to the service itself. 

 

SONG SELECTION (Choose one of the following songs to begin this part of your worship.) 

 
“Our God Reigns”© 1974, 1978 Leonard E. Smith, Jr. /New Jerusalem Music, P.O. Box 

225, Clarksboro, NJ 08020.  This song is found in a variety of songbooks.  

“Thy Strong Word” LSB 578, LW 328  
“Now Thank We All Our God” LSB 895, LW 443 

“Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds” LSB 867, LW 472 

“How Beautiful” Twila Paris © 1990 Ariose Music/ASCAP (a division of Star Song 

Communications) and Mountain Spring Music/ASCAP/ admin. by Gaither Copyright 
Management.  

 

A TIME OF SHARING 

 

Share some of the experiences and stories of your preparation for this section of the 

Prayer Service.  Share about those who have helped bring you to faith or sustained you 

in the faith. 

 

Read aloud together:  

 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 

proclaim peace, who bring tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say, “Your God 

reigns” (Isaiah 52:7)! 
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A TIME OF PRAYER 

 
Spend time in prayer thanking God for: 

  

• The feet of Jesus Christ who brought salvation to the world.  

• The feet of those who brought the good news of God’s peace to you.  

• The feet of those who brought the good news of God’s peace to your home 

church. You may wish to include the founders of the church as well as many in its 

history.  

• The feet of those who bring the good news of God’s peace to you in your home 

church today, like your pastor(s), Bible study leaders, LWML leaders, small 

group leaders.  

 

A READING (adapted from Psalm 136)  

L: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.  

ALL: His love endures forever.  

 

L: Give thanks to the God of gods.  

ALL: His love endures forever.  
 
L: Give thanks to the Lord of lords.  

ALL: His love endures forever. 

 
L: To Him alone who does great wonders,  

ALL: His love endures forever. 

 
L: To the Lord Jesus who came to earth as a human to take my place under God’s law.  

ALL: His love endures forever. 

 

L: To the One who suffered on the cross of Calvary to pay for my sin. 

ALL: His love endures forever. 

   

L: To God who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead to assure me my sins are forgiven. 

ALL: His love endures forever. 

 

L: To the Holy Spirit who sent the beautiful feet of people to bring the good news of  
 Jesus, His peace and salvation, to me, proclaiming to me that God reigns!  

ALL: His love endures forever. 

 

L: To the Lord who moved in the hearts of women in the 1920s to coordinate women’s 
 groups of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, culminating in the formation of the 

 LWML in 1942.  

ALL: His love endures forever. 

 

L: To our God who led the LWML to clarify its purpose to develop a greater mission 

 consciousness among women and to gather funds for mission projects for which no 

 adequate provision was available in the LCMS budget. 

ALL: His love endures forever. 
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L: To Him who led the LWML to select “Mite Boxes” as a primary vehicle for collecting 

 funds, resulting in the support of Christian outreach in 43 countries on 5 continents. 

ALL: His love endures forever. 
  
L: To the Lord who has continued to provide financial support for missions through the 

 LWML, amounting to more than 80 million dollars.  

ALL: His love endures forever. 
 

L: To our God who has provided benefits for women and for the mission of the church in 

 many more ways than monies for missions: in Bible studies, leadership training, blankets 
 and clothing for the impoverished, food shared with the hungry, friendships nurtured and 

 lives changed by sharing the love of Jesus Christ. 

ALL: His love endures forever. 
 

L: To the Lord who is calling the LWML to faith! He is calling us to sacrifice!  He is good!  

 He is calling us to live lives of love and service for His Kingdom and His glory. 

ALL: His love endures forever. 
 

L: To the One who remembers us in our low estate, 

ALL: His love endures forever. 
 

L: And forgives our sins, 

ALL: His love endures forever. 
 

L: And gives us a hope and a future,  

ALL: His love endures forever. 
 

L: Give thanks to the God of heaven. 

ALL: His love endures forever. 
 

L: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

ALL: His love endures forever.  
 

FOR THOSE TO WHOM MY FEET BRING PEACE—Part 3   
 

In preparation for this part of the service, consider the following:  

 

• Start “prayer walking” through your neighborhood (or workplace). Pray for the 

people in the houses of your neighborhood. Ask God to bring them to Jesus. Tell 

God you are willing to be beautiful feet for the people of your neighborhood.   

Make friends for Jesus. You may combine this idea with the next one.   

 

• Consider beginning a ministry of inviting all people in your neighborhood (or 

workplace) to your home for a regular “block party.” Remember to invite those 

who you think may not have a significant relationship with Jesus Christ. In our 

culture today, many, if not most, people are starving for a relationship. Try to 

connect with people meaningfully with no immediate agenda except to make 

friends, but with the long-term strategy of making friends for Jesus, praying they 

might come to know Jesus in some way, including through your own personal 

friendship and witness to your faith. Pray that you might be God’s beautiful feet 

to bring them the good news of the peace of Jesus.  
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• The world is on the move and many immigrant or migrant groups may be coming 

into your community. Keep asking questions to discover where those people are 

and how you might come into contact with them. Pray that the Lord would help 

you make friends with people of that group. Some may need a language partner 

to learn English. Some may need someone to help them assimilate into your 

community, like to get a driver’s license. Discover a need and try to help.  

Strategically consider how you might be God’s beautiful feet to bring them the 

good news of the peace of Jesus. Don’t forget migrant workers. 

 

• Ask your pastor and others in the church involved in evangelism how you might 

become God’s beautiful feet to people in your community. 

  

• Find out about any local evangelism, witnessing or service opportunities 

available through the LWML of your congregation, zone or district and 

prayerfully consider how you might personally become God’s beautiful feet to 

those people. 

 

SONG SELECTION (Choose one of the following songs to begin this part of your worship.) 

 

“O Christ, Our True and Only Light” LSB 839, LW 314  

“Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB 827, LW 318 

“Spread the Reign of God the Lord” LSB 830, LW 321 
“How Shall They Hear” LSB 831 

 

 Read aloud together:  

 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 

proclaim peace, who bring tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say, “Your God 

reigns” (Isaiah 52:7)!  

 

A TIME OF SHARING 

 
Share the results of your preparation for this section of this service. Talk about how you 

can make your feet more beautiful to people in your community, sharing the good news of 

Jesus, proclaiming the peace only He provides as He brings us salvation.   

 

A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

Spend some time in prayer:  

 

• Pray for the people to whom you are bringing (or plan to bring) peace. Pray the 

Holy Spirit would bring them to faith in Jesus, no matter how that might happen. 

Offer to be used by the Spirit to be beautiful feet to bring these people the good 

news of peace and salvation. Ask God to open your heart and mind to a greater 

desire to reach them. Ask God to give you His guidance on an effective strategy 

to be used as His tool, His feet, to bring them the good news of Jesus.  

  

• Pray the Holy Spirit would keep your heart and mind open for His guidance to 

tell other people who do not yet know the peace Jesus gives, that He truly does 

reign.   
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FOR THOSE TO WHOM OUR FEET BRING PEACE—Part 4   
 

In preparation for this part of the service, you are encouraged to seek out those to whom 

your feet together with other people’s feet can bring peace. Consider the following: 
  

• Find out from your district LWML or national LWML (www.lwml.org) an 

international people group for whom you can pray and help reach with the good 

news of Jesus. Discover how you can help. Make a plan to do so.  
 

• There are approximately 6,853 unreached people groups in the world, 

accounting for 40.2% of the world’s population. A listing of these people groups 

is available at www.joshuaproject.net. Discover online or other ways how you 

might be able to help. Make a plan to do so.  
 

• Find out how you can take a short-term mission trip to either the people you 

discovered through the LWML (above), or contact LCMS World Mission 1-800-

433-3954, www.lcmsworldmission.org  or Mission Opportunities Short Term 

(MOST) 734-994-7909, www.mostministries.org. Plan a short-term mission trip. 

 

SONG SELECTION (Choose one of the following songs to begin this part of your worship.) 

 

“Listen, Listen, God is Calling” LSB 833 (text and tune from Kenya) 

“Lift High the Cross” LSB 837 (Spanish too!), LW 311 

“Jesus Shall Reign” LSB 832, LW 312 
 

 Read aloud together: 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 

 proclaim peace, who bring tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say, “Your God 

 reigns” (Isaiah 52:7)!    

 

A TIME OF SHARING 
 

Share the results of your preparation for this section of this service. Talk about how you 

together can make your feet more beautiful to all peoples in the world, so all people will 

know the good news of Jesus, experiencing the peace only He provides as He brings us 

salvation.   

 

A TIME OF PRAYER 
 

Spend some time in prayer:  

 

• Pray for the people group you discovered through the above methods.  Pray the 

Holy Spirit would bring them to faith in Jesus, no matter how that might happen.  

Offer yourselves to be used by the Spirit to bring these people the good news of 

peace and salvation. Ask God to open your hearts and minds to a greater desire 

to reach them. Ask God to give you His guidance on an effective strategy to be 

used as His tool, His feet, to bring them the good news of Jesus.  

 

• End with the Lord’s Prayer.   
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PSALM 67   

 
L: May God be gracious to us and bless us  

ALL: And make His face shine upon us,  

 

L: That Your ways may be known on earth,  

ALL: Your salvation among all nations.  

 

L: May the peoples praise You, O God;  
ALL: May all the peoples praise You. 

  

L: May the nations be glad and sing for joy,  

ALL: For You rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth.  

 

L: May the peoples praise You, O God;  

ALL: May all the peoples praise You. 

  

L: Then the land will yield its harvest,  

ALL: And God, our God, will bless us. 

 

L: God will bless us 

ALL: And all the ends of the earth will fear Him. 
 

 

BLESSING 

 
L: May God the Father, who created you, including your feet; may God the Son 

Jesus Christ, whose feet walked the way to Calvary to accomplish your peace and 

salvation; may God the Holy Spirit who brought you to faith in Jesus, giving you 
salvation; may God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, who reigns both now 

and forever, bless you and keep you in Christ Jesus unto everlasting life.  

 

ALL: Amen.   
 

 

SONG SELECTION (Choose one of the following songs to close your worship.) 

 

“He is Exalted” © 1985 StraightWay Music (a division of Star Song Communications) 

administered by Gaither Copyright Management. This song is found in a variety of 
songbooks.  

“Lift High the Cross” LSB 837 (Spanish too!), LW 311 (if not sung earlier)  

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” LSB 918, LW 220 

“Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go” LSB 920, LW 380 
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” (pg 8) 
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“Serve the Lord with Gladness” (Tune: “Onward Christian Soldiers” LSB 662, LW 518) 

 

 “Serve the Lord with gladness!” It is He alone 
Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own 
To enjoy the blessings Of His love and grace, 

Will at last in glory Meet us face to face. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His Name. 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” He gave us command 

To proclaim His Gospel Now in every land 

So that fellow sinners May, like us, be blessed. 
Leading them to Jesus, We can serve Him best. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His Name! 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” There’s no greater joy 

Than to serve the Master, Work in His employ. 

As we build His kingdom, Angels, too, rejoice 

Over every sinner Brought to hear His voice. 
Onward then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His Name! 

 
     Prof. Ernest Lewerenz 
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