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2011 Prayer Service and Convention Theme Verse 

 
Acts 4:13b and 20 (NKJV) And they realized they had been with Jesus. “For we cannot but 

speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 

 

Goal Statement 

 
Empowered by being with Jesus, I courageously speak of Him 

 and live a life transformed by His love. 

 

 

This prayer service celebrates the theme of the 34
th

 Biennial LWML Convention in Peoria, 

Illinois, June 23-26, 2011. It is based on the convention theme and goal statement. 

 

The author, Reverend Carl Gnewuch, served the LWML as Pastoral Counselor from 2005-2009. 

He is a graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and currently serves as senior pastor at Our 

Shepherd Lutheran Church, Birmingham, Michigan. He has been married to Cindy Gnewuch for 

25 years and they are blessed with three children: Stephanie, Mark and Kyle. 

 

 



 

 

With the convention Bible verse and goal statement in mind, this prayer service presents seven 

scenarios where women who are motivated by the Gospel of Jesus have the opportunity to share 

the Good News with others. The service provides time for participants to reflect on each 

scenario, either silently or with a partner, for the purpose of identifying with at least one situation 

from their own life where they would be able to witness God‟s grace in Jesus Christ.  

 

The scenarios are followed by a Bible reading and prayer that participants are prepared to hear 

and apply to their lives.  

 

The final section provides the opportunity for participants to support mission work with a mite 

offering and a pledge for faithful service. May the Lord encourage us through His Word to speak 

bravely and confidently what we know – Jesus lived, died and rose for us! 

 

 

Preparations: Prepare an altar with a large candle and an offering box placed upon it. One of the 

new medium sized mite offering boxes available from the LWML online store (www.lwml.org) 

would work well for this purpose, if you have time to order and receive it. Prepare copies of the 

service, song sheets or hymnals, and individual candles for the participants. Assign reader, 

narrator and prayer leader parts to the service leaders. Select a song leader and worship leader.   

 

Invite every woman you know to attend the service, and ask them to invite at least three others to 

attend as well. Pray for God‟s blessings on those who attend, those who are unable to attend, and 

those who will benefit from the response of those who do attend. Turn the entire service over to 

the Lord in prayer and rejoice with whoever attends, whether few or many, remembering success 

in the kingdom of God is always measured by the presence of Christ, who promises to be with us 

when “two or three are gathered in my name.”  

 

 
Scripture references are from the New International Version (NIV) unless otherwise noted. 

(Print this page for Worship Leader, Narrator and Reader only on separate sheet from what follows.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lwml.org/
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2011 Lutheran Women in Mission Prayer Service 

 
Being with Jesus – Living on the Edge! 

 

 

The service today will end with a mite offering and time for candlelight prayer. Participants 

should receive individual candles and a copy of the service as they enter. Please take time before 

the service begins to prepare your offering and prepare your heart in silent prayer. 

 

Invocation 

 

Worship Leader: We are Women in Mission, who are in the Word, who are of the Word, and 

who walk with the Lord. May the Lord bless us as we gather to worship Him, in the name of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

All: Amen! 

 

Hymn “God Himself is Present” (LSB 907) or “Open the Eyes of My Heart” (Best of the Best 

180) 

 

Part I - We Respond to the Gospel 
 

In the Bible, believers respond to the Gospel of Jesus with boldness. We will pray for similar 

bold responses to the revelations of God’s Word and the demonstrations of His mighty hand. 

 

Pillars of the Church 

 

Narrator: Picture an elderly couple, pillars of the church, faithfully attending church as they 

have always done, sitting in their favorite Lutheran pew (three rows from the back). They notice 

a young couple with a baby enter the church just as worship begins and settle in the pew directly 

in front of them. The young couple seems lost. As the opening hymn begins, the couple 

awkwardly stands after everyone else and frantically searches for the hymn in the hymnal. Their 

child starts to cry. Imagine the response of the elderly couple … 

 

Time for silent reflection or quiet discussion with a friend 

 

Reader: Luke 2:33-38: “The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: „This child is destined to cause the 

falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the 

thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.‟ There was 

also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she 

had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was 

eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming 

up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who 

were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.”  
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Simeon and Anna spoke up when they recognized Jesus, encouraging others who were gathered 

for worship to worship Jesus. 

 

Prayer:  Lord God, lead us to recognize moments when we can encourage others to 

worship You with peace and joy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Easter Witness 

 

Narrator: Picture yourself returning home after attending church Easter Sunday. The music 

during the service was beautiful, the pastor‟s message clearly divided Law and Gospel, and the 

church was full. Everything was wonderful. You even had a great hair day! It was a great 

morning to spend with Jesus in worship. As you pull into your driveway, you notice your next- 

door neighbor doing yard work in her front yard. You know your neighbor is Christian, but you 

also know she hasn‟t been to church recently. As you step out of your car, imagine what you 

might say to your neighbor …   

 

Time for silent reflection or quiet discussion with a friend 

 

 Reader: John 1:40-42: “Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what 

John had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother 

Simon and tell him, „We have found the Messiah‟ (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to 

Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, „You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas‟ 

(which, when translated, is Peter).” 

 

The first thing Andrew did after spending the day with Jesus was tell his brother Simon, “We 

have found the Messiah,” and invite Simon to meet Jesus.   

 

Prayer: Lord of the Sabbath, send us out from worship with such joy in our hearts that 

cannot be contained, but revealed to the distant and lost at the moment of first opportunity, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Message Hits Home 

 

Narrator: Picture yourself in church listening to a sermon about the sins of the tongue. You feel 

like the pastor is looking right at you while he is speaking. You suddenly feel ashamed about a 

recent conversation you had with a friend from church which had turned into a gossip session.  

Your mind wanders briefly in sad thought, then suddenly tunes back in to the voice of the pastor 

as he proclaims the Good News of forgiveness in Christ. A sense of relief washes over you as  

you receive the Gospel in faith. After the church service, you see the friend with whom you 

gossiped standing alone in the narthex. She is a good friend! You don‟t want to lose her 

friendship. But you do want her to share the peace that you have in the forgiveness of sins. 

Imagine your conversation with her in the narthex … 

 

Time for silent reflection or quiet discussion with a friend 
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Reader: John 4:27-30: “Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking 

with a woman. But no one asked, „What do you want?‟ or „Why are you talking with her?‟ Then, 

leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, „Come, see a man 

who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?‟ They came out of the town and 

made their way toward him.” 

 

Leaving her water jar at the well, the Samaritan woman went back to tell her neighbors about 

Jesus. 

 

Prayer:  Forgiving Father, open our hearts through Your Word to confess our faults and 

hear Your word of forgiveness. From the encouragement we receive from the Gospel, grant 

us courage to risk our friendships for the sake of our friends, to clear the air sin has spoiled 

with the breath of life Your Son gave us to share when He promised, “If you forgive anyone 

his sins, they are forgiven … ” In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Mission Trip Response 

 

Narrator: Picture yourself in Nicaragua on the last day of a week-long mission trip. When you 

first arrived, the strange smells made you feel homesick. The language made you feel lonely and 

isolated. The extreme poverty reminded you why a mission trip to a foreign land never appealed 

to you. But now that you have helped the Nicaraguans you came to serve, everything seems 

different. You see how happy the children are despite the fact they live in poverty. You see how 

happy the parents are when they talk about Jesus and when they worship. The poverty, the 

smells, the language, the loneliness – none of that bothers you anymore. You realize Jesus has 

been with you all along. You remember where He has promised to be: in your church, where two 

or three are gathered in His name; on the altar, where the bread is broken; and wherever you go, 

even unto the ends of the earth. Imagine what you will say to your friends when you return  

home … 

 

Time for silent reflection or quiet discussion with a friend 

 

Reader: Luke 24:30-35: “When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 

it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he 

disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, „Were not our hearts burning within us  

while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?‟ They got up and returned at 

once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together and 

saying, „It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.‟ Then the two told what had 

happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.”  

 

The disciples from Emmaus ran back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples they had been with 

the Lord. 
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Prayer: Giver of the Sacrament, open our hearts when bread is broken and Your Word is 

heard, so that the flame kindled when we recognize You on Calvary’s hill will translate into 

constant witness in our valley, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn “Beautiful Savior” (LSB 537) or “Change My Heart, Oh God” (Best of the Best 33) 

 

 

 

Part II – The Response to the Gospel is Joyful 
 

When we witness the faith, many respond to the Gospel with joy – including us! 

 

Church celebrates 

 

Your church recently celebrated her 50
th

 anniversary. When the church was first planted, most of 

the new members who joined the church came from the surrounding neighborhood. Over the 

years, most of the members moved to neighborhoods farther from the church, but continued 

commuting to church, so attendance remained stable for many years. More recently, attendance 

began dropping. Your church remained faithful to God‟s Word, but many members went to 

heaven or moved to Florida. Some left when the pastor retired, others disappeared when the new 

pastor arrived and things began to “change.” The remaining members rallied behind the new 

pastor‟s ambitious plan to re-evangelize the neighborhood, but the initial response from the 

neighbors was discouraging. They didn‟t seem interested in the church and viewed evangelism 

efforts with suspicion. But several years of community cleanup events, church-sponsored block 

parties, vacation bible schools, and a church fundraiser for a child in the neighborhood who was 

undergoing cancer treatment have begun to generate interest. Several neighborhood families 

recently started showing up at weekend services. This week, one young mother from the 

neighborhood thanked you for remembering her name. Then she said, “I‟ve been looking for a 

church like this one. Your pastor teaches from the Bible. You are all so friendly and caring.  You 

live what you teach.” You are so glad your church is seen as loving. You wonder what has really 

changed …  

 

Time for silent reflection or quiet discussion with a friend 

 

 

Reader: Acts 2:42-47: “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and 

miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything 

in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day 

they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And 

the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”  

 

Hearing how God was blessing the church, how the Christians worshiped and how they cared 

for others, people were drawn to the church and many converted.  

 



5 

 

Prayer: Lord of the Church, kindle such faith in our hearts that the voice of Your Word on 

our lips will match the light of Your Word in our lives, and through Your Word, be drawn 

to You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Reminder of God’s love 

 

Narrator: Picture yourself standing at your mother‟s grave as the pastor reads the committal 

service. Your two daughters stand on either side of you. You wonder what they are thinking as 

they listen to the service. They have not attended church in years. They have told you they don‟t 

think they need to go to church to be Christian, but you wonder if they don‟t believe Jesus is in 

your church, or if they believe in Jesus at all. You don‟t know what they believe because they get 

upset with you when you want to talk about it. They are your daughters! You want them to have 

confidence in Jesus, in His love, in His church. The pastor has just finished the service when a 

robin lands on the ground near the grave. You remember that your mother loved birds, especially 

robins, which you quietly mention to your daughters. Suddenly, a second robin lands next to the 

first, then a third. You hear your daughters say “Oh … ” Everything is silent as the birds stand 

still for what seems like forever, then suddenly fly off together. You know your mother did not 

return as a robin, but you realize how comforting the birds were for you and your family. You 

wonder for a moment what you will say …  

 

Time for silent reflection or quiet discussion with a friend 

 

Reader: Luke 24:9-11(ESV): “Returning from the tomb [the women] told all these things to the 

eleven and to all the rest.  Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of 

James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, but these words 

seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” 

 

Reader: John 20:24-28(ESV): “Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with 

them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, „We have seen the Lord.‟ But he said to 

them, „Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the 

nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.‟ Eight days later, his disciples were 

inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, „Peace be with you.‟ Then he said to Thomas, „Put your finger here, and 

see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.‟ 

Thomas answered him, „My Lord and my God!‟"  
 

Initially, the disciples did not believe the women when they reported Jesus had risen from the 

dead, and Thomas did not believe when the disciples reported Jesus had appeared to them, but 

the disciples came to faith when God revealed Himself to them. 

 

Prayer: Lord of Creation, open the eyes of all to see Your handiwork in the shining stars 

that praise You and the stormy winds that do Your bidding. Comfort us with Your regard 

for the birds in the air and the lilies of the field. As the rain and snow come down from 

heaven and water the earth, send Your word to accomplish what You desire in our 

families, the salvation of our souls. Send us out with joy into the hills filled with song and 

with our hearts filled with peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Homeless welcomed 

 

Narrator: Your church decided to work with a local organization to host the homeless in your 

community for a week. You were not sure how you feel about the homeless sleeping in your 

church facilities, but your LWML circle agreed to host the evening meals for the homeless. The 

menu for the first evening was submarine sandwiches and salad. To save time, your circle set out 

paper products and plastic ware for a buffet style meal. The homeless arrived. They were not at 

all like you expected, though you weren‟t sure exactly what you did expect. Some of them did 

look pretty rough, but you were surprised by how many women and children were in the group. 

They were all very polite and openly appreciative. One of them, an older woman, especially 

liked the four bean salad you brought and asked for your recipe. A young couple was there with 

two children. They looked happy together. You watched as the family held hands and prayed 

together before they ate. The second evening, your LWML circle decided to forgo the pizza they 

had planned. A potluck was set, with fried chicken bought from the grocery store as the main 

course. You prepared a vegetable dish you thought the woman you met might like and an extra 

dessert, a homemade “bumpy” cake for the children. You arrive early. Several of your LWML 

sisters are already there. Together, you set the tables with tablecloths and the church china and 

flatware. You wonder what you might say to invite the family you saw praying to church on 

Sunday …  

 

Time for silent reflection or quiet discussion with a friend 

 

Reader: Acts 16:13-15: “And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, 

where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who 

had come together. One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a 

seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention 

to what was said by Paul. And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, 

saying, „If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.‟ And she 

prevailed upon us.”  

 

Lydia opened her home to Paul and his companions and her home became a place where many 

believers were encouraged.  

 

Prayer: Sweet Jesus, open our hearts to open our homes, our church, and our circles of 

friendship to welcome new friends into our lives, so that the witness of our welcome may 

reflect Your Word at work in our lives and serve to invite many to trust in You, Lord 

Jesus, in whose name we pray, Amen. 

 

Part III – Mite Offering and Candlelight Closing 

 

Narrator: When the reality of Christ‟s presence in Word and Sacrament sinks in, we are 

encouraged and empowered to set aside our concerns and immediately witness to family and 

neighbors. The response is immediate! God is so good to us, through Jesus Christ. He has freed 
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us from sin and promised us eternal life. We all have someone we can encourage with this 

message, this very day. This stuff is real – and the message of Jesus matters. Who can we 

encourage today with the message of salvation? As we bring our offering of mites for missions, 

let‟s consider two things: How wonderful Jesus is to us, and who we can invite to meet the Lord. 

During this time of prayer, when you are ready, please approach the altar to give your offering 

and light your candle. We pray ... 

 

After you have prayed for strength and peace, you are invited to approach the altar one by one 

with your mite offering. After placing your offering on the altar, you may light your candle from 

the candle on the altar. As you light your candle, you are encouraged to think of someone you 

know who needs to hear the good news of Jesus. After lighting your candle, please return to your 

seat for additional silent prayer until all have lit their candles and returned to their seats. 

 

Narrator: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray … 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Blessing 

 

Worship Leader: We are Women in Mission, who are in the Word, who are of the Word, and 

who walk with the Lord. May the Lord bless us and keep us as we go in peace. 

 

All: Amen! 

 

Hymn “Sent Forth by God‟s Blessing” (LSB 643) or “Here I Am, Lord” (Best of the Best 86) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Hymns are from Lutheran Service Book, Copyright ©2006, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 

Missouri 

Praise Songs are from Best of the Best, Copyright©2000, Fellowship Ministries, Phoenix, Arizona 

Scriptures Readings are from: 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

The Holy Bible: New International Version copyright © 1978 by the New York International Bible 

Society, used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 


