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  Joyful, Joyful! 

 

+ 2013 LWML Prayer Service + 
 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. 

Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, 
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, 

and the Lord will raise him up. 

And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 
(James 5:13-16) 

 

 

About the Prayer Service 

 
The pattern this service follows is A.C.T.S.: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. 

 

If possible, a printed copy of the service may be given to each participant.  
 

Blank lines are provided in each of the A.C.T.S. sections for participants to write in personal prayer 

petitions. Petitions and intercessions should be considered and written in before the service begins to 

be prayed aloud or in silence at the designated times during the service.  
 

A leader (perhaps a pastor) and one or more readers are needed to lead the service. 

 
Devotional readings for each section are from the Mustard Seed packet “Joyful, Joyful!” 

 

The goal of this service is to provide opportunities for adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and 
supplication to our gracious God for the joys and needs of His people, with the sure faith that He will 

answer according to His will. Participants will grow in their faith in Jesus Christ their Savior, as they 

hear, read, and believe His Word; and sing, praise, and pray to the Lord. 

 
 

About the Author 

 
Rev. Larry A. Miller has served as Pastoral Counselor for the LWML, as well as in the district and zone 

counselor positions. He is husband to Shari, who has held a number of offices on the local, district, and 

national levels of LWML, and written numerous materials for the LWML; father to Joshua and Johanna; 
and pastor of First Lutheran Church and School in Helena, Montana. Pastor Miller has authored the 

children’s book Who Loves You Best and other LWML resources, as well as LWML Sunday materials 

and Joyful, Joyful Mustard Seeds, which he and Shari coauthored. One of his missions is to help God’s 

people to be “joyful, joyful” in living the Christian life! 
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+ Order of Worship + 

 
Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” – Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 803 

 
 

Invocation 
(The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.) 

 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

+ Adoration + Confession + Thanksgiving + Supplication + 
 

Reader ____: Adoration is acknowledging God, worshiping Him and praising Him with our heart and 

mind and soul. We praise God for who He is: our Creator, our Redeemer, and our Sanctifier: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. What a privilege it is to pray to the One who hears our prayers and meets our 

needs according to His good will for our lives and by His abundant grace toward us in Jesus Christ 

our Lord!  
 

 

Joyful, Joyful Devotion: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

 

Leader: God exalted him to the highest place  
All: and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father. 

(Philippians 2:9-11) 

 
Reader ____: This majestic hymn shows us visions of heavenly grandeur. The King of the Universe is 

sitting upon His heavenly throne and we give Him all glory and praise. 

 
Reader ____: King Jesus is identified specifically throughout the hymn. He is the Lamb who died for 

our sins. He is “the virgin’s Son, the God incarnate born” and the “Lord of love.” He is the “Lord of 

life, who triumphed over the grave” and He is the “Lord of heav’n, enthroned in worlds above.” 

 
Reader ____: What a wonderful Lord He is! How privileged we are to be the people of Christ’s 

kingdom! “Crown Him, with many crowns as thrones before Him fall; crown Him, ye kings, with 

many crowns, For He is king of all.” 

 

Joyful, Joyful Prayer  
 

Leader: Lord, I ask You to keep me strong in faith so that I may use the gifts You have given me to 

help spread Your kingdom of grace and love.  

All: In Your royal Name I pray. Amen. 
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Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” – LSB 525 

 

 

Prayer of Adoration 
 

Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; 

All: Adore Him in his mighty heavens! 

 
Praise Him for his mighty deeds; 

Adore Him according to his excellent greatness! 

 
Praise Him with trumpet sound; 

Adore Him with lute and harp! 

 

Praise Him with tambourine and dance; 

Adore Him with strings and pipe! 
 

Praise Him with sounding cymbals; 

Adore Him with loud clashing cymbals! 
 

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD!    
(adapted from Psalm 150) 

Leader: Lord God, we praise You for … 

  
(each petition concludes with:)  

 

Petitioner: We praise You, O Lord! 
All: We adore You, O God! 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Leader: You alone, O Lord, are worthy of our adoration and praise. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

+ Adoration + Confession + Thanksgiving + Supplication + 
 

Reader ___ : Each one of us has sinned and has areas of our life that are displeasing to God according 

to His will and Word, especially as found in the Ten Commandments. Confession allows us to tell 

these wrongs to God and to beg His undeserved mercy with the sure hope that He will keep His 
promise and forgive us because of all that Christ has done through His perfect life and His bitter 

suffering and death on the cross. 
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Joyful, Joyful Devotion: “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 

 

Reader ____: We can approach our loving God just as we are –poor, wretched, blind – with all our 
conflicts and doubts. We can approach our God because of the redemptive work of Jesus, who shed 

His blood on the cross for each one of us. He invites us to come to Him with all our fears, both within 

and without. He assures us that our sins are forgiven and that we are pardoned in the name and for the 

sake of Jesus.  
 

Reader ____: “Just as I am, Thou wilt receive; wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse relieve…Thy love 

unknown has broken every barrier down…O Lamb of God, I come, I come.” 

 

 

Leader: All that the Father gives me will come to me, 

All: And whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 
(John 6:37) 

 

Joyful, Joyful Prayer 
 

Leader: Welcoming Savior, You have accepted me just as I am. Please do not leave me as I came. By 

the power and working of Your Holy Spirit, through Word and Sacrament, make me into the person 

You want me to be, so that in all things I may glorify You!   

All: I ask this in Your life-redeeming name. Amen. 

 

 

Confession of Sins 

 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

All: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.   
   (1 John 1:8-9) 

 

Hymn: “Just as I Am Without one Plea” – LSB 570:1-4 

 

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Leader: Merciful God, hear our silent prayers of confession: 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Leader: Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 

 

 

Hymn: “Just as I Am Without one Plea” – LSB 570:5 



Page 5 

 

Absolution  
 

Leader: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to 
die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power 

to become the children of God and has promised them His holy Spirit. He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved.  

All: Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen.                 (LSB 185) 

 

 

Hymn: “Just As I Am Without one Plea” – LSB 570:6 

 

 

+ Adoration + Confession + Thanksgiving + Supplication +  
 

Reader ____: Thanksgiving is being grateful for all that our loving God has done for us … and 

showing it! He truly and deeply loves us, beyond our ability to fathom His love. He provides for and 

nurtures and protects us and gives us hope and a purpose for life. As we consider our own life, our 
family, friends, health, home, love, work, challenging times and joy-filled time; in fact all things, we 

have abundant reason to give Him thanks. 

 

 
Leader: Give thanks in all circumstances; 

All: For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:18) 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: Gracious God, we thank You for … 

 

(each petition concludes with:)  
 

Petitioner: O give thanks unto the Lord, 

All: For He is good! 

 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Leader: And Your mercy, gracious God, endures forever. 

All: Amen. 
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Joyful, Joyful Devotion: “Now Thank We All Our God” 

 

Reader ____: One essential part of our worship is thanksgiving. This hymn reminds us to thank our 
God “with hearts and hands and voices.” We offer our whole selves in thanking Him for all His 

blessings. 

 

Reader ____: Those blessings include life, home, health, peace, grace, and guidance. Most 
importantly, we thank God for a new life in Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer. We thankfully 

acknowledge His work of salvation in our lives and look forward to living with our Savior God in 

heaven forever. 
 

Reader ____: “All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, The Son and Him who reigns 

With them in highest heav’n, The one eternal God, Whom earth and heaven adore; For thus it was, is 

now, And shall be evermore.” 
 

 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name;  
make known among the nations what he has done. 

All: Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. 
(Psalm 105:1-2) 

 

Hymn: “Now Thank We All Our God” – LSB 895 

 
 

Joyful, Joyful Prayer 
 

Leader: I give You hearty thanks, gracious God, for Your innumerable gifts to Me! Thank You for all 

the people You have given as blessings in my life. Most of all, I thank You for the gifts of 
forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life in Jesus.   

All: In His bountiful name, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

+ Adoration + Confession + Thanksgiving + Supplication + 
 
 

Reader ____: “What is supplication?” asks a confirmation student, struggling to pronounce the word 

according to Webster. “Supplication is asking for our needs and wants, necessities and luxuries, all 
things for ourselves and for others,” her pastor answers. “Oh, I get it: stuff!” she responds. 

 

Reader ____: Supplication is praying for oneself and our own personal needs of body and soul 

(petition) as well as for others, everyone, everywhere (intercession) with the sure faith and knowledge 
that our God will grant our prayer according to His own good will, at His own best time, and in His 

own merciful and gracious, loving, and kind way. 

 
 

Leader: Do not be anxious about anything,  

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
All: Let your requests be made known to God. 

(Philippians 4:6) 
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Joyful, Joyful Devotion: “What a Friend We Have In Jesus” 

 

Reader ____: We have a forever Friend in our Savior Jesus Christ. He is our Redeemer from sin, 
death and the power of the devil. Because of His death, we are forgiven. He has sent His Holy Spirit 

not only to bring us to faith but also to keep us in the true faith. 

 

Reader ____: God promises to hear and answer our prayers for the sake of His Son Jesus. This hymn 
reassures us that we can take all our cares and concerns to the Lord in prayer. The final line comforts 

us: “In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.” 

 
 

Leader: Call upon me in the day of trouble;  

All: I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me. 
(Psalm 50:15) 

 

Joyful, Joyful Prayer 
 

Leader: “Greater love has no one than this,” You once said, O Savior, “that he lay down his life for 

His friends” (John 15:13). That is exactly what You did for me!  What a Friend You are!  Encourage 

me to come to You with every need, knowing that You will always grant what is truly best for me.   
All: In Your caring Name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” – LSB 770 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of 
the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+50:15&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15:13&version=NIV
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For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in 

prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For . . .  

 
 (each petition concludes with:)  

 

Petitioner: Let us pray to the Lord: 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Leader: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

All: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
(LSB 265) 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Benediction  
 

Leader: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
All: Bless and preserve us. Amen.  

 

(LSB 267) 

Hymn: “Lord of All Hopefulness” – LSB 738 
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