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His Overflowing Love 

Devotion/Sketch 
 
 
 
If possible prearrange chairs in a circle so that people can speak to the person next to 
them. You will need two readers. The #2 Reader is to speak immediately, almost 
interrupting. 

 
Explain that after hearing the question, they will have 10 seconds to visualize, then they 
are to turn to the neighbor and share what they had envisioned in three words or less. 

 
Reader 1: When you hear the word “overflowing,” what visual picture comes to mind? 

 
After they have shared, ask: Did anyone envision anything besides water overflowing? 
Note: Thesauruses gives these additional words for overflowing: Abundant, pour out, 
flooding, bursting, brim full, teeming, and spilling over. 

 
Reader 2: Did anyone envision a waterfall? 

 
Reader 1: The author of this devotion envisioned a unique waterfall some friends took her 
to see in Northeast Wisconsin. She recalled walking back into a wooded area via a small 
dirt path, then suddenly arriving at the destination. It impressed her because she could not 
see the beginning source of where the waterfall received its water. And the waterfall was 
somewhat stair-stepped and tiered. No matter from what angle she viewed it, the trees and 
brush grew over the beginning source – it just could not be seen. 

 
While praying for direction and guidance in preparing this devotion, the visualization of 
that particular waterfall kept coming to mind over and over. It had made such an impression 
on her, that she could almost hear it again at times. 

 
Genesis 1:1 reads, In the beginning. The story goes on in verse 2b, And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters. Verses 3-30 quotes nine times: And God said as 
God spoke all of creation into being throughout the remainder of chapter one. 

 
Reader 2: Wow! Just think God spoke, and there it was! 

 
Reader 1:  In Genesis 2:7, then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. Verse 8 
teaches us, God planted a garden in Eden … and there he put the man whom he had formed. 
In verse 9, God planted trees and gave the man food to eat. In verse 10, A river flowed out of 
Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. 

 
Reader 2: (very excitedly) Sounds like abundance to me! 

 
Reader 1: Genesis 2:18 says, Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should 
be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 
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Reader 2: (interrupting). And they lived “happily ever after”? 
 
Reader 1: No! Then the devil entered into God’s perfect world by temptation. And by the 
third chapter of Genesis, God allowed us to spoil His perfect world, and had to issue 
consequences for our own good! In Chapter 4 we learn that Adam and Eve had two sons, 
who will also continue this life of selfish sin, as will all future generations. By verse 5, 
there is anger, by verse 8, murder, verse 9, denial and lying to God Almighty! By the end 
of Chapter 4 in verse 26b, we read: At that time people began to call upon the name of  the 
Lord. In chapter 5, Noah is introduced. 

 
Reader 2: (speaking very sadly) Genesis 6:6 says, And the Lord was sorry that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 

 
Reader 1: Genesis 6:17 tells us of the plans for the flood of waters upon the earth to destroy 
all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. God provides again: He instructs Noah 
to build the ark, and how to load and supply it! And we know that God is never ironic – 
just as the days of Creation numbered six with God resting on the seventh, Genesis 7:10 
tells us, And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth. God supplied 
even the olive branch for the dove to take back to Noah. The story continues of man 
blowing it. 

 
Reader 2: (interrupting) - Man sinning! 

 
Reader 1: And God rescuing; and in Chapter 17 God establishing a covenant with man, 
then calling for circumcision - the forerunner of Baptism! In Genesis 22:8, we learn of 
God’s provision for the sacrificial lamb, instead of Abraham offering up his only son, Isaac, 
on the altar. 

 
Reader 2: (excitedly, pointing to audience) Tell them how God sacrificed His only begotten 
Son, Jesus! 

 
Reader 1: Yes, I’m getting to that part of the story, known as the Gospel, but not just yet! 
I want to first establish that we see over and over again; man tried God’s patience; 
challenged His overflowing love; broke His commandments and Law; and let selfishness 
rule in our hearts. We have blatantly tested God – chosen our love for self over our love 
for our Lord, or even appreciation for His provisions. 

 
This is a quick study of the first half of Genesis. By the end of Chapters 45-50, we get a 
loving vision of God’s grace. In one word I see His overflowing love as grace! Very 
undeserved by us, but God’s gift to all of His human creation! Throughout the entire Old 
Testament we see man pushing God to the limit over and over. But we also learn of His 
promise to deliver us from ourselves, out of His love for us! He is continually making 
provisions for us, and we continue to rebel and reject. But “the rest of the story” is: God 
Himself offers up His only begotten Son on the cross as the final payment! Now that is 
Good News for all. 



 
 
 3 Revised 2020 

That Wisconsin waterfall the author envisioned keeps overflowing just as His love keeps 
flowing over us to renew our baptismal washing. God’s water does quench our thirst! There is no 
beginning and no end. 

 
In closing, please turn to the person you shared with at the beginning and tell her “God loves 
you to overflowing, because of Jesus!” 

 
Hymn: What Wondrous Love is This LSB 543 

 
 

Scripture references are from the ESV. 
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