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MISSION GOAL 

2011-2013 

$1,825,000.00 

As of November 30, 2011  

$503,706.25 

Total needed to meet goal: 

$1,321,293.75 

Amount Needed Every Month  

$76,041.67 

Current shortage—$104,627.11 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Since 1942, the LWML has 
focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries 

and to support global missions. Prior Issues of LWML e-News are available at  
www.lwml.org/news/e-news.php.  
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Is your Mite Box full?   

Send your prayers and  

financial support often to support  

LWML Mission Grants. 

On December 29, 2011, Helen Miller received the Crown of Life given to her when she was called to be a 
redeemed child of God through the water and Word of Holy Baptism. Over 40 years ago, an eager LWML 
member “dragged” an  unenthusiastic 15-year-old girl, named Helen, to an LWML meeting, all along reas-
suring her that it would be interesting and that she would want to get involved. From that day on Helen 
served her Lord as part of the LWML because she desired to help spread the Good News by supporting  
missions with mites and prayer. In addition to serving as LWML Treasurer from 2007-2011, she served in 
many positions in the LWML Northern  Illinois District.  

Gertrude Schmidtke-Koehlinger, one of the LCMS women who met in Chicago in 1942 to found the 
LWML, peacefully passed into the arms of Jesus on December 21, 2011. At Gertrude’s funeral visitation, 
Gertrude’s daughter-in-law gave LWML Vice President Carolyn Blum LWML items that had  
belonged to “Gert.” Among the items were two Mite Boxes filled with coins. Carolyn shared, “Imagine, 
contributing to mites after you’re in heaven! Even while in a nursing home, Gert collected them from 
her caretakers, other residents, and  visitors.  I counted the amount; the total was $2.69. While most of 
the coins were shiny and new, one coin stood out, as it’s an old wheat penny … dated 1942, the year she 
attended the first meeting in Chicago.”   

After attending Helen's funeral, LWML North Illinois District President Janet Mauer shared that the pastor had brought a 
Mite Box with him. Janet stated, "He said it was the first thing Helen gave him when he began his ministry at Holy Cross. She 
told him to ‘fill it.’ One way he worked on filling the box was to let Helen rate his jokes in Bible class." Following the funeral 
service, those in attendance were given an opportunity to fill the box again. LWML President Kay Kreklau commented, 

"Helen truly has given to mites even in her death."  Well done, good and faithful servant! 

In the big picture, $2.69 isn't a large number to use when supporting our grants, but if everyone was as diligent 
and mindful of the details and importance of our grants as Gertrude, our Mite Boxes would also be overflowing! 
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